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PREFACE. 



THE fabulous hifiories of wandeting 
knights, diftreffed damfels, giants, en- 
chanted caftles, and the whole train of 
legendary adventures, that, for a long time, 
were the delight of our anceftofs, are now uni- 
verfally exploded : the inimitable fàtife of Cer- 
vantes has contributed aot a little to bring them 
into difreputè; but however juftly he may have 
ridiculed their many abfurdities, yet, perhaps, 
we have too. rafhly adopted the contempt, which 
almofl every one now profefles for writings, 
from which it is certain, that the greateft poets 
have derived many fijje images ; to which we are, 
probably, in a great meafure, indebted for the 
Fairy Qjjebn of our admired Spenfer, and 
which have been the foundation of the Or- 
lando Furioso, that has procured to its au- 
thor the appellation of divine. 

The Italians have among them many works of 
a fimilar nature with this poem, being accuf- 
tomed to tranflate, or compofe romances in the 
o<aave ftanza. Among others, Bernardo Taflb, 

Vol I. a thq 
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the father of the great Torquato, publifhecJ a free 
tranflation of the Amadis de Gaul, divided into 
one^ hundred cantos : but the much greater part 
of thefe performances are not to be confidered 
as rifing to any degree of competition with 
Ariofto, being little elfe than wild ftorics of 
chivalry, with fcarce any tindlure of poetical 
imagery and expreffion ; or heavy diril narratives 
of fiftion without imagination, and of events 
without intereft. 

Moft of thefe poezos, or rather rhyming ro- 
mances, are drawn from the cui'rent romances 
c^the tinoesj fuch as the hiftory of king Arthur, 
and his round table, and the account of Merlin, 
and his prophecies : but the chief of them are 
built on ilic romantic hiftory of Charlemain, 
and the twelve peers of France, called Paladins ; 
which was a title af honour given by Chark- 
main, to that number of valiant men belonging 
to his court, who employed their arnas in de- 
fence of the faith. The principal of thefè was 
Orlando, the great hero of chivalry, whofe fabu- 
lous atchievements filled all the books and pro- 
vincial ibngs of that age*. It is recorded, that 
whien William the Conqueror marched with his 
Normans to engage Harold, at the memorable 
brattle of Haftings^ his ibldiers animated each 

other 
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other by finging the popular balkd of the ex- 
ploits of Roland, or Orlando. 

Dr. Burney, in his elegant Hiftory of Mufic, 
a book not merely profeffional, as the title might 
feem to indicate, but full of general informa- 
tion, has prefented us with a great literary cu- 
riofity in this old military fong, which he thus 
introduces : ** Charlemain had a great paffion 
for thefe heroic fongs, and, like our Alfred, not 
only had them coUeded, but knew them by 
heart. One of thefe, in praife of Roland, the 
Orlando Innamorato, and the Furiofo, of Boy- 
ardo, Berni, and Ariofto, was longer preferved 
than any of the reft. This, the French hifto- 
rians tell us, was begun at the battle of Raft- 
ings, by a knight called Taillefer, on whom 
this honour was conferred for his ftrong and 
powerful voice. Here he performed the office 
of herald minftrel at the head of the Norman 
army, and was among tlie firft that fell in the 
onfet." The fong, to which I beg to refer the 
reader, fo far as it is preferved, affords an ad- 
mirable pidure of the rough martial fpirit of the 
times. I have here inferted one ftanza, with the 
tranflatioo, that gives, though in a ludicrous 
vein, the exadl charafter of Orlando, as drawn 
by the romance writers* 

a 2 ^* Popr 
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*' Pour rennemi qui refiftoit 
** Rcfervant toute fon audace, 
. " A cclui qui fc foumcttoit 
'' II accordoit toujours fa grace. 
«' L'humanitc dans fon grand cceur 
«* Renaiflbit aprcs la viftoire j 
«' Et le foir méme le vainqueur 
" Au vaincu propofoit à boire.** 

On ftubborn foes he vengeance wrcak'd. 

And laid about him like a Tartar ; 
But if for mercy once they fqueak'd. 

He was the firft to grant them quarter. 
The battle won, of Roland's foul 

Each milder virtue took poflfeflion ; 
To vanquifli'd foes he, o'er a bowl. 

His heart furrender'd at difcretion. 

" The fong (fays Dr. Burney) upon Roland, 
continued in favour among the French foldiers, 
fo late as the battle of Poidiers, in the time of 
their king John ; who, upon reproaching one of 
them with finging it at a time when there were 
no Rolands left, was anfwered, .That Rolands 
would be found if they had a Charlemain at 
their head *." 

The romance of Charlemain is faid to have 
been the produdiion of a monk, about twohun- 

♦ Sec Dr. Burney's Hiftorf of MuCc, vol. ii. p. 375. 

dred 



PREFACE. V 

dred years after the time of that prince : to this 
ftory the author has prefixed the name of Tur- 
pin archbifhop of Rheims, a prelate of reputa- 
tion, who accompanied Charlemain in moft of 
his expeditions, and is reported to have written 
his life ; which work is fuppofed to be loft. 

The moft celebrated of the Italian poems of 
the romance kind, before A riofto, are the Mor- 
G ANTE Maggiore of Pulci, and the Orlando 
Innamorato of Boyardo. The firft of thefe 
was publifhed in the year 1488, and has its 
nanie from Morgan te a giant, the principal per- 
fonage of the poem, whom the poet converts to 
Chriftianity, and makes the companion of Or- 
lando in his adventures. This poem, which is 
of a very fingular nature, concludes with the 
death of Orlando, and the defeat of the Chrif- 
tians in the valley of Ronfcevalles ; and is 
thought by fome to be entirely a burlefquc on 
the fables of the Paladins : but though many 
parts of it may appear to be ludicrous,' yet 
ofhers are undoubtedly ferious, as the relation 
of Orlando's death, where that hero, before he 
departs from life, utters a very devout prayer, 
which fjarely no imagination can conftrue into 
ridicule. The Italians have indeed many bur- 
Jefque poems, and among others, one entitled 

a 3 Ric- 
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RicciARi>ETTo, written abcwt the year 1700, 
.wherein the charadters of Orlando^ Rinaldo, and 
other heroes of romance, are introduced evidently 
to ridicule the actions /elated of them, which 
ridicule confifts in carrying the fiétions to the 
higheft pitch of incredibility : Among other paf- 
fages, the author defcribes a tree, the branches 
of which extended twenty miles round j at the 
foot of which was a damfel ready to be devoured 
by two toads, that are reprefented fo large as to 
' he capable of encountering with a whale. In 
another place, Orlandino and Rinalduccio, the 
fons of Orlando and Rinaldo, attack the dwel- 
ling of Death, have a perfonal engagement with 
him, and by force take from him his fey the and 
darts. In i&aions of this kind the intention of 
the poet is apparent ; accordingly Ricciardetto is 
placed by Mr. Baretti among the mock Epics, 
while the poems of Pulci, Boyardo, and Ariofto 
arc all ranked by him in the number of ferious 
pieces* 

Baillct, in his review of modern poets*, feems 
to have little knowledge of Pulci, and only 
quotes the opinion of Father Rapin, who affirms 
that Pulci, in his poem of Morgaate, pbferyes 

^ Jugemens dee S^vans. 

no 
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no propriety» and appears to have debauched his 
fancy by the perafal of books of chivalry. But 
Monnoyc,in his notes on Baillet, delivers himfelf 
thus : ^* Luigi Pulci .was' a Florentine, and un- 
dertook his Morgante at the inftigation of Lu- 
crece Tomobuoni, the mother of Laurence dc 
Medicis. This extraordinary poem, which is 
in the octave ,ftanza, is divided into twenty- 
eight cantos : the author has obferved no rules 
in the compofition of his work, and this not 
from a defigned negleft, as Vincentio Gravina 
profefles to believe, but becaufe he was entirely 
ignorant of them. He has, without any regard 
to the judgment of the critics, confounded time 
and place, united the ferious with the comic, and 
made the giant, his hero, die in a burlefque 
manner, by the bite of a fca-crab in his heel ; 
which event happens in the xxth canto, fo that 
he is fpoken of no more in the eight following. 
The beauty of his narrative, however, compen- 
fates for all his faults, and the lovers of the Flo- 
rentine diale<9: are to this day delighted with the 
Morgante. Some writers attribute this poem to 
Politian, and affirm that Pulci had it from him ; 
' but this appeai:s very improbable, as all the Ita- 
lian poems we have of Polijtian, are in a very 
different ftyie," 

• • a 4 ; Mr. 
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A(f r. Baretti» in his account of the manners and 
cuftoms of Italy, fpeaks thus of Pulci: " It is 
reported by the biographer of Luigi Pulci, that 
this poet, who flourifhed about the year 1450, 
ufed often to fing long cantos extempore at the 
table of Laurence de Medicis. It is even pre- 
tended he afterwards put into writing many of 
thofe cantos, by the advice and afliftance of Lau- 
rence himfelf, Argyropolo, Politian, Giambul- 
lari, Marfilius Ficinus, and other learned men, 
familiarly admitted to the table of that famous 
patron of learning; and that the Morgan te Mag- 
giore was thus formed, a long poem of the Epic 
kind, incoherent indeed and full of extravagan- 
cies, yet nolefs delightful than theFuriofo itfelf." 

But whatever merit Pulci may have with an 
Italian, he would be little, relifhed by a mere 
Englifh reader, to whom his fidtions muft appear 
highly extravagant, and his humour puerile and 
abjTurd : nor indeed could we bear, what muft 
appear to us an unaccountable mixture of reli- 
giqn, heroifm, chivalry, and buffoonery. The 
exordium of his poem is almoft word for word 
from the beginning of St. John's Gofpel *> and 

* In principio era il Verbo appreffo a Dio, 
]g^ era Iddio il Verbo, e il Verbo lui, &c. 

Morgante Ma^g. C«»i. St. i. 

every 
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every canto opens with a religious addrefs, or al- 
lufion to fbme point of fcripture, which unac-- 
countable pratìice feems to have been purfiied by 
moil: of thefekind of romance writers of that age. 

It is to be obferved, that though many of the 
names in Pulci are the fame in Boyardo and 
Ariofto, yet the adlions of the firft have no fort 
of connection with thofe of the laft mentioned 
poets. 

In the year 1496, Matteo Maria Boyardo, 
count of Scandiano, publiflied his Orlando 
Innamorato, the fubjeft of which is the fall- 
ing in love of Orlando, and the great aftions 
performed by him for Angelica, in various parts 
of the world, interfperfed with the adventures 
of many other perfonages, moft of whom after- 
wards make their appearance in the Furiofo. 

It is faid by Caftelvetro, that the names of 
Agramant, Sacripant, Gradaflb, &c. given to 
the heroes of Boyardo's romance, were the real 
names of the vaflals of that count, living in 
Scandiano, a principality of the Modenefe *. 

This may perhaps be the cafe with refpeift to 
many of the names made ufe of by him ; but it 

* Jugemens des Savans» See Mounoye's notes, 

cannot 
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camiot be fo with Agrmnant» Orlando» Rinaldo» 
Olivero, and others, that arc known to have 
been popular in the current romances of the 
times* 

This work abounds with a great variety of 
entertaining incidents, Boyardo being reckoned, 
by fome, one of the greateft inventors that Italy 
ever produced, but as he was efteemed very in* 
feriorto Pulci, in point of language and verfifi-^ 
cation, though far beyond him in other refpe<fts, 
Dominichi attempted to reduce his poem to bet- 
.ter Italian ; and about fifty years after Boyardo's 
death, Francefco Berni, -the modern Catullus of 
Italy, undertook to verfify it again, and pub- 
lifhcd his Rifacimento ^ of the Orlando Inna- 
morato, which met with fuch general approba- 
tion, that the original poem was foon neglefted, 
and at this time the genuine work of Boyardo 
is little attended to. Berni was not fatisfied with 
making the verfification of this poem better, he 
inferted many ftanzas of his own, and changed 
aimoft all the beginnings of the cantos, intro- 
ducing each, after the manner of Ariofto, with 
fome moral refledion arifing from the fubjed. 

t A new-making or newmodelling a work. 

IO Of 
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Of the Orlando Innamorato no trgnflationlias 
appeared in Engliih ; and indieed» though it is a 
work liigMy entertaining in Berni's drefs^ it 
would fcarce admit of a traxijQation into £ngli& 
verfe, the narrative descending to fiich familiar 
images and expreffions, as would, by no means, 
fuit the genius of our language and poetry. In 
the year 1716^ the celebrated Lc Sage, aulSbor 
of Gil Bias, publijflbed in French a profc tranfla- 
tion, or rather paraphrafe, uAder the title of 
Roland l'Amoureux, in wihich he has takjen 
confiderablc liberties with his asilhor, not only 
changing the order of the incidents, hut vtrj 
often altering the fables, retrenching from the 
Italian, and adding circumilances of his ciwè» 
Dfot obferving, in this conduct, the example «rif 
Befni, who has religioufly adhered to the ilorics, 
as related by Boyardo, and which have not re* 
ceived an3r improvement from the imagination 
of the French tranllator. 

The poem of Orlando Innamorato, though 
very long, conMing of txix cantos, divided 
into three books, was left unfiniflied by the death 
of its author : feveral continuations were written t 
by different perfons, p^ticularly one by Nicolo 
Agoftini, in three books ; but all tbefe, being 
gregtly inferior to Boyardo, were difregarded, till 

in 
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in the year 151 5, Ariofto, having taking up ^hc 
lame fubjed, gave the world his Orlando 
Furioso, which not only eclipfed all the other 
continuators of Orlando, but greatly furpafTed 
the performance of Boyardo himfelf. 

The poems of Boyardo and Arioftoi taken to* 
gcther, form a complete feries of events, and re- 
quire little or no reference to other romance wri- 
ters, to give the^ reader a perfcft knowledge of 
their ilory. Arioflo, indeed, is intimately con- 
nedred with the narrative of Boyardo in the ge- 
neral plan of his poem, and in the continuation 
of fevcral under parts; but Boyardo does not 
appear, in one inftance, to have taken up and 
continued any fingle ftory from another. It ià 
however certain that thefe poets have derived 
their general fable from various books and poems 
on the wars of Charlemain, and the adtions of 
his Paladins, and other fubjedls of chivalry; 
and that both have frequent allufions to in- 
cidents recorded in thefe books, and particu- 
larly in one apparently prior to Boyardo, en- 
titled, " AspRAMONTE, in cui fi Contiene le 
guerre di Re Guarnieri et Agolante contra 
Roma e Carlo Magno, e di altre guerre e bat- 
taglie, maffime dello avvenimento d'Orlando 

e di 
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^ di molti altri Reali di Francia." This book is 
in XXIII cantos, in ottava rima: the date and 
author are altogether uncertain ; but from many 
peculiarities of ftyle and idiom, which ftrongly 
refemble the very early Writers, it was probably 
written, if not before, about thè time of Pulcr; 
and the beginning of all the cantos have the 
fame ftrange allufions to fcripture doftrine wd 
ftory as the Morgante. As to the performance 
itfelf, it may be clafled with the greater part. of 
the numerous publications of the fame nature, 
but will always retain a value from the confidc- 
ration that it might have been the principal 
fource of the Orlandos Innamorato and Furiofo. 

With refpedt to the feparate merits of Boyardo 
and Ariofto, Le Sage, in the preface to his tranf^ . 
lation, gives the following charader of the two 
poets. 

" Thefe authors have given a free fcope to 
their imagination, which in both was equally 
noble and lively : if Boyardo has the merit of 
invention, Ariofto, in return, has every ad- 
vantage of ftile and manner, and the copy , is 
doubtlefs greatly fuperior to the original. A»* 
ofto is far more poliflied, his didlion is. chafer, 
and he poffefles all the elegance of language : his 

vcrfes 
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Terfè$ are ftrong and ibnorous : his dercriptions 
are admirable, aitid eften furblime. On the con- 
trary, Boyardo is alvrays grovelling and feeble : 
Ariofto, whether ierious or pleafant, is every 
where entertainìiYg/ and preferves a degree of 
fiiajiefty even in his pleafantry: he is. the only 
aifvdior, who has found out the art of blending 
theferious with the comic, and the heroic with 
the familiar; by which means he is truly prigi-» 
sol, ami fucb an original, as no one has yet fuc-* 
cefsfotly imitated.'' 

I Ihall not ertter upon the comparative merits 
of Taffo and Ariofto 2 the Italians, in general, ' 
give the preference to the Orlando, and other 
Jiations allot the firft place to the Jerufalem, 
which undoubtedly has the advantage with re- 
fpeftto unity of defign, regularity of difpofition; 
and dignity of fubjeót : thefe poems are of fo 
different a nature, that they will not admit of a 
cómparifon. Mirabaud, the French tranflator 
<)f the Jerufalem, obferves, that this matter can- 
not be more judicioufly difcuflcd, than in the 
words of Horatio Ariofto, nephew to Ludovico, 
who, however biaffed to give the palm to his 
imcle, has delivered himfelf in the following 
manner. 

*' We 
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** We cannot cafily enter upon a ccmparifon 
of thefe two poets, who have not the leaft referti- 
blance to each other : the ftile of the one h 
throughout ferious and elevated, that of the other 
is often fimple and full of pleafantry. Taflb has 
obferved the precepts of Ariftotle ; Ariofto has 
taken: no guide but Nature. Taflb, by fubj^eling 
himfelf to the unity of aélion, has deprived his 
poem of a confiderable advantage derived from 
the multiplicity of events ; whereas Ariofto, 
being free from fueh reflraint, has filled his with 
a number of incidents that are very delightful to 
the readerw Thefe great poets have neverthelefs 
both attained the fame end, that of pleafing ; but 
they have attained it by different means/* 

Girafolo tells Us, that from the firft publica- 
tion of his poem in 1515, to the year 1532, 
when he gave an edition, with his laft correc- 
tions and improvements, enlarged to the num- 
ber of XL vi cantos, Ariofto was continually re- 
vifing and altering it, occafionally applying to 
the firft wits of Italy for their opinion and ad- 
vice, fuch as Bembo, Melzo, Novagero, and 
others mentioned in his concluding book ; and 
that, like Apelles, he fubmitted his work tathe- 
criticifms of all that would examine it, 

\ Ariofto 
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Arioilo has been called by fotne a comic poet ; 
but it (hould feem that fuch an opinion muft be 
formed» for want of a due attention to the feveral 
parts of his work, which is undoubtedly ferious 
upon the whole, though occafionally diverfified 
with many fallies of humour. But jfliould we, on 
this account, deny Ariofto the eflcntials of Epic 
poetry, we muft, with equal juftice, refufe the 
tragic laurel to our own Shakefpeare, becaufc 
his plays are not pure tragedies. Our bard, in 
his dramatic reprefentation, has drawn his whole 
piéture from the natural world, where events are 
blended, and where not only the moral charadlers 
are varied, but where the fame charaóler is fcen 
with a very different afpedl at different times*. 

But whatever liberties we may allow an author 
like Ario fto, with refpedt to mixture of charac- 
ter or ftyle, yet proverbial and ludicrous expref- 
fions^ or vulgar images, immediately mixed with 
fubjeéts of pathos, or elevation, mufl be ever 
difgufting. On this occafion the author of the 
Eflay on the Genius and Writings of Pope, makes 
fome excellent remarks, which he is led to from 
fome pajQTages of this kind introduced by Mr. 
Pope in his Temple of Fame. 

" Strokes 
♦ Sec Dr, Jphnfon's Preface to Shakefpeare. 
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*^ iStrokes of pleafaiitry and humour, and (a* 
tirical reflediions on the fcnbles of common life^ 
are furely too familiar^ and unfuited to a grave 
and majeftic poem *• Such incongruities ofend 
propriety, though I know ingenious perfons 
have endeavoured to excufe them> by faying that 
they add a variety of imagery to the piece^ 
This precept is eveii defended by a pafiage 
from Horace 2 

Et fcrmonc opus eft modo trìftì, faspè jocoJb, 
Defendente vicem modo rhetoris atque pocta?> 
Interdum urbani, parcentÌ3 viribus, atque . 

Extenuantis cas confulto f— 

Sat. Lib. I. Sati 1ÒV v. xi. 

'* But this judicious remark is, I apprehend, 
confined to ethic and preceptive kinds of writ- 
ing, which ftand in need of being cnlivéxìed 
with lighter images and fportive thoughts, and 
where ftriftures on common life may moregt^e- 

^ What is here faid 6f an entire poem, may ed^ìXflìy be 
Allied to any part of a poem that comes under this de* 
fcription. 

t Now changisi from grave io gay with ready art^ 
Now play the orators' or poets' part ) 
In raillery aiTuine a gayer air, 
Difcreetly hide your ftrength^ yoUr vigour tpzrc. 

FitAVCI*. 

Vol. t t full/ 
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fuUj be inftrttd. But in thè higher kinds of 
poetry, thcjr appear as uiinatural and out of 
place» as oiie of the burlcfque £:enes of Hemf^^ 
kirke would do ina foleoin landfcape of Poufiin. 

*' On the revival of literature, the firft Mrriters^ 
feemed not to have obferved any selection in 
their thoughts and images. Dante, Petrarch,. 
Boccacio, Ariofto, make very fudden tranfitions^ 
from the fublime to the ridiculous. Chaucer, 
in his Temple of Mars, among many pi6tures„ 
has brought in a ftrange line : 

The coke is fcaldcd for all his long ladelU 

Again,. 
As JÉfop'is dogs contending for the bone ** 

** No writer has more religioufly obferved the 
d<;corum here recommended than Virgil i*/' 

If we examine the poems of Boyardo and 
Ariofto, we fhall find tl^t the fecond,. with re- 
ipeGt to the epic part, the wars pf Charlemaiii 

* Drjrden has turned the hr&lkx^ thus : 

And the cook caugfrt within Ùkt ngiog file kc mtdti 
But he has retained the fecond line» 

+ Effiiy TO the Genius and Writings ol Pope, vol. K 
Page 410, 
- XÒ ^ujL 
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and' Agrstfriàftt, is not d^feftive in point of uniéy, 
as it fets foirth one grefat aftioh, the Invafion of 
Frandfc fe^ tl>e Sai-acetas^ and ebnclndes with the 
Vidòff of the'ehriftians, by the death or defeat 
of all -the Pagan leaders, although this grieat ac- 
tion is Kroken 'and Interrupted, from time td 
time^ hy^an- infinity- of epvfodes and romantic 
adventures, artfully connefted with each other, 
and interwoven with the general fable. But Boy- 
ardo bas no jpretence to unity in any part of his 
vaft and heterogeneous^ compofition, which, be- 
fide the leiler incidents, coftfifts of tbfee^iftinék 
great àétiohs : the invafion of Franée by Gra- 
daflb, for the conqueft of Durindana atìd Boy- 
ardo : the fiege of Albracca by Agrican king of 
Tartary, and the other enemies of GalaphroAy 
and his daughter Angelica : and the Invafion of 
France by Agramant to revenge the death of 
Troyano. • 

But, notwithftanding Ariofto has undoubtedly 
a better claim to unity of adlion, and regularity 
of defignr . than his predeceflbr; yet it is very 
plain thàtr he never intended to write kregulaV 
Epic porfm, but that he adopted thte-faihionable 
niode of thattime. As an infl:ance;^of the tafte. 
thenprevalent for the wild and defultory narra- 
tives of romance, it is faid, that when Btrnardcj^. 
. b a Taflb 
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Taffo conceived thcdefigA of cotx^ofiRg.ft potai 
from the Am?d« dc Ga^il^ he b^.àt.fiiil re- 
duced it to the plan.Qf a regular Epk, and ia 
that ftate readp^rtof it^tpbis friends» who gavo 
it fp cool a receptioQg that h^ thought it ad* 
vifeabl]» to change his purppfe» and treat his fub-» 
jc€t in. tjie f^n^ manner as the other JK>p^lar 
wri?ep/or-Romanzatpri*4 . ; 



. ' Thus Arioftcj haying undertaken to continue 
a well^knowp ftoty, begun and left unfiniihed by 
^Qyardo, wap neceflarily led to vary his naratiyc 
and.^ didiion, as the different fubjefts required : 
and th^refQre in him is to be found a greater Va-, 
riety of ftile and manner, than perhaps ;in any. 
other author. 

Frolli the romantic, turn of his fable, and tbe 
motley charadter of his writing, many .of the' 
French critics, and fome others, have been in- 
duced; in the ccfol phlegm of criticifm, to pafs 
the fevereft'cenfures on Ariofto ; but it will be, 
feen that fuqb cenfurcs are in general futile, be-* 
ing founded on the miftaken opinion, that the 
'Orlando is to be tried by the rules of Ariftotle,. 
and the,examples of Homer and Virgil: but as no 

♦ Romance-writers in vcrfe. Sec preface to die Ama« 
mci of Bernardo Taflb. - . . 

c...- -? . - .writers 
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writers of real tafte, however ftrongly prejudiced 
with the i^ca of claflic excellence, could perufe 
tlie Italian poem without fenfibly feeling its 
beauties, it follows that their obfervations often 
appear a contradiiSory mixture of praife and cen- 
fure, of which the reader will have fome idea 
from the following pafiagcs ofBaiilet, in his 
Jugemens des favans *. > 

** It is a general received opinion in Italy, 
that the Orlando Furiofo has entirely furpaffcd. 
every performance that appeared before it, parti** 

(s cularly the Oflando of Boyardo, and the Mor- 
gan te of Pulci : the laft by dignity of incidents 
and majefty of verfification, and the former by 
completing and bringing to pcrfeftion the in-' 
yentions of the count -[•. M. Rofteau gives it as 
his opinion, that the Orlando Furiofo had no fu« 
perior, or rival, till the Godfrey of Taflb, which 

^ appeared afterwards in .the world, : ^ 

" Never was any other piece filled with fa 
many and various eveflts as the poem of Ariofto : 
the whole is a mixture of combÀs, enchant-* >v 
\ ments, and grotefque adventures ^ and it is faid^ ^ 
that the wits of Italy are ftill divided concerning ^ 
t}ic merits of this work, and the Jerufalcni De- 
livered. 

^ Poctis moderncs. f Paul. Jovius, 

b 3 •* The 
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. ^* The Orlando feems. to be a trophy raifed 
from tlie fpoils of every other Italian production, 
ih which the author has neglc6ted nothing that 
his genius or induftry could fupply him with, in 
order to enrich his po?m,,and give it. the utmoft 
perfeftion. 

*^ Father Rapin has difcovered many blemiflies 
in the Orlando Furiofo *• In one part he finds 
that the poet has too much firc; in another, that 
he is crowded with fuperriatural events, which 
are like the crude imaginations of 4 diftcmpered 
Brain, and which can never be admired by men 
of fenfe, a§ bearing no refemblance of truth. 

•; f* -He fays, befides, that his defign is too vaft, 
without proportion or jaftnefs ; that his cpifodes 
arc aficcSked, improbable, injudicioufly intro-^ 
duced> and often out of nature ; that his heroes 
ace. only Paladins, »and that his poem breathes 
more an air of romantic chivalry, than a fpirit of 
heròifm^ 






Iq ^thjer pbcefi, he coftfeffes that Ariòfto Is 
pure^i^Uyateà, fubliaic^ andadmirable in expref.- 
^onj th^tbis^d^fcriptions are mafter-picces, but 
that he is altogether deficient in judgment j that 
th? bpa^.ty of hiS' cxpreffion, joined to the other' 

f JRcflcélf cyitiq. fifr la pocfi, 

-- - * - * * ' ^ "* " charm? 
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charms of his verfification, has impofed upon 
the worlds and fo far dazzled our poets, as tQ 
prevent their difcavering his many abfurdities^ 
** His genius," continus Rapln, * ** refemble^ 
thofe fertile lands that produce, at the fame time^ 
weeds and flowers ; and though the feveral part^ 
of his poem are very beautiful, yet the whole^, 
when taken together, does not deferve the titk 
of an Epic poem^'* . 

Gravina, an Italian critic, of great tafte and 
judgment, gives the following opinion of 
Ariofto : " After Boyardo, Ariofto took up the 
fame ftory, but in a far n^ore exalted ftrain of 
poetry, and gave a complete ending to the un- 
finifhed invention of his predeceiTor, interfper-- 
fing every part of his narrative with'ftrong and 
maflcrly pictures of the paflions and habits of 
mankind^ in fo much, that the Furiofo may be 
confidered as an affemblage of all that a<3:uate& 
the human mind> love, hatred, jealoufy, avarice, 
anger, and ambition, in their natural colours, 
with an.infini ty of examples of the punifhment^ . 
attendant upon vice. - In Boyardo and Ariofto is 
to be feen the true fyftem of honour known by^ 
the name of chivalry. I fhall not dwell upon 
the f|hilofophical and theological doétrines in va«^ 
riousp^ftsof Ariqilo'spoem^ partici^Urlj in the 
, b 4 cantos 
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cantos where St, John and Ailolpho arc intro« 
"duced together. But this poet would not have 
attained his purpofe, nor would pofterity have 
found in him that leflbn of inftrudtion which is 
ever the province of poetry, if his work had 
only defcribcd the exalted fcenes of life, and not 
defcended fometimes to the familiar and com-* 
mon manners, that every rank and ftation might 
meet with correction or reproof. For as in Ho- 
mer, like wife in Ariofto, the general fublimity 
of charaàer does not exclude the introduftion, 
though rare, yet fometimes neceflary, of perfona- 
ges of a lower order. To fuch a diverfity of matter 
muft be joined a diverfity of ftile, which Ariofto 
has properly obfcrvcd. In dcfcriptions of dig- 
nity, the dignified ftile muft be ufed ; but where . 
the pafifage approaches to common lifi^, an hum- 
bler phrafe is required. In this refpedt Ariofto 
is fuperior to many, always rifing and finking 
with his fubjed. He is indeed reprehenfible for 
tìie difagreekblc breaks in his narrative, and for 
mingling fometimes, injudicioufly, ludicrous rc- 
ficftionaor licentious allufions with the moft fe- 
rious rnatter, for a ftrain of extravagant hyper- 
bole, fometimes for the ufe of lov^r and vulgar 
expreffions, for his long and tedious digreilìons 
cm the families of Ferrara, and on his' miftrefs. 
But fuch is the power of Ariofto, that while his' 

work 
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^^òrk is periifing, almofi all his faults and ble- 
miflies are loft in the multitude of his cxcd- 
lencies*." 

Among the modern writers, Voltaire has 
been very fevere upon 'Ariofto, particularly in 
Jiis effay on Epic poetry, where he fpeaks of bim 
in the following invidious manner : . 

^* Some readers (fays he) will be furprized, 
that Ariofto is not placed among the Epic poets ; 
but it will be proper to obferve to them, that 
no one, fpeaking of Tragedy, would mention 
FAvARE or le Grondeur -f-; and whatever* 
may be the opinion of fome Italians, the reft of 
Europe will never place Ariofto on a level with 
Taffo, till Don Quixote is ranked with the 
iEneid, or Callot with Corregio;" 

The fame Voltaire, who has fo far degraded 
Ariofto in the above paflage, has fince delivered 
his fentiments very differently, in zwótk JsiMy 
publifhed J ; .from which, -for the uncon:unoii«* 
i^efs of the fubjedt, and the manner in which he 
lias treated it, i ftia^l tranilate fuch pafTages as. 
immediately relate to the prefent enquiry^ 

• Gravina della Ragione poetica, 
f Two French Comedies. 
' . . t Queftionsfur IlCnpyclopedie, pu^Shed MDCCLXx/See 
jjfte article EfoftM. * . * . .^ . ; t * . ! . : v . . ; ' 

"The 



;cxvi PREFACE. 

** The Odyflcy of Homer," fays he, '' feeros 
to have been the model of the Morgante, the 
Orlando Innamorato, and the Orlando Furiofo ; 
andf what rarely happens, the laft of thefe poems 
is indifputably thè beii. . 

^< The companions of Ulyffes transformed to 
fwine; the winds enclofed in a goat's-fkin ; mu- 
ficians with tails of fiihes, who devour thofe that 
approach them; Ulyfle^, whp follows naked the 
^hariot. of ^^b)?a5<tiful pripcefs oA ho: returrt 
from walking her .garments -, the fame Ulyff^Sji 
diiguifed like a beggar, requefting alms^ and af- 
terwards killing all the fuitórs of his old wife, 
affifted^only by his fon and two fervants j thefe 
are imaginations that have given rife to all the 
romances in verfc, that have fince b^en written 
on fimilar fubjefts.. 

•• But the romance of Ariofto is fò extenfive, 
fo fbH of variety, fo fruitful in every kind ù£ 
1»eauty, that after having perufed it, I have mofe 
than once found my appetite excited to begin it 
again ^ and yet I could never read a fingk canto 
of this poem in our profe tranflations ; luch a#è^ 
the charms of natural poetry ! ^ 

r^V What ex?itp(tpa.rticiilarly my adaiiràtion in 
this wonderful performance, was theuheomm^h 

genius 
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genius that feems to raife the author above his 
fubjeft, which he treats with a kind of fpqrtivc 
negligence: he fays the fublimeft things with the 
utmoft eafe, and often concludes them with a 
ftroke of refined and well-^timed pleafantry. The 
Orlando Furiofo is at once the Iliad, the Odyf- 
fey, and the Don Quixote; for the principal 
knight-errant runs mad, like the Spanifh hero, 
but is infinitely more entertaining. We are inte- 
refted for Orlando, but we take no part in the 
fortune of Pon Quixote, who is reprefented by 
Cervantes, as a madman, expofed to univerfal de- 
rifion^ 

'* The Orlando Furiofo has a merit altogether 
unknown to the writers of antiquity ; which 
merit is exhibited in the openings of the feveral 
cantos; Each canto is an enchanted palace, the 
veftibule of which is ^j^ways in a diflfereht ftyle, 
fometime^ majeftic, fometimcs fimple, and fome- 
times grotefque. The poet is, by turns, nioral, 
pleafant, and gallant, but never departs front 
truth and nature." ..,..'". ^ 

Voltaire, * having then aflerted that Ariofto 
equals Homer in his battles, and given, fome 
examples to fupport his aflertioji, proceeds thus: 

^ Ariojfto 
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** Arioftò has the peculiar talent of making a 
tranfition, from thefe defcriptions of terror, to 
the mod voluptuous piftures ; and from thefe 
laft he can, with equal eafe, change his fubjedt 
to the refined doctrines of morality : but the 
greateft art of the poet appears in his intereft- 
ing us fo ftrongly for his heroes and heroines, 
though they are fo many and various : the pa- 
thetic incidents in his poem are almoft equal in 
number to the grotefque adventures; and his 
reader is fo pleafingly accuftomed to this mix- 
ture, that the change fteals upon him with the 
leaft fecming violence. 

' '* I know not who it was that firfl: propagated 
the pretended queftion of Cardinal Hippolito to 
the author ;" " Meffer Ludovico, dove havete 
pigliate tante coglionerie?" Signor Ludovico, 
where did you find fa many abfurditles ? The 
cardinal ought rather to have faid, *' Dove ha- 
vete pigliate tante cofe divine ?'* Where did you 
d fo many divine things ? / 

** I formerly durfl; not rank in the number of 
Epic poets one, whom at that time, I confideied 
as only the firft of grotefque writers ; but, upon 
a more diligent perufal, I have found him to be 
as full of fublimity as pleafantry, nnd now make 
him this public reparation. It is indeed true, 

that 
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that Leo X. publìfhed a bull in favour of the 
Orlando Furiofo^ excommunicating all thofe* 
whofbould prefume to attack that poem ; and I 
Ijhall be very.cnutious bow I incur the cenfureof 
fuch.excptówunication*/' V 

V Thu? has this lively writer figned, as it were, 
a recantation of fome of the errors of his poeti*- 
ad faith,,in which perhaps it will appear^ 'hat he 
has no lefs exaggerated than he had before de- 
preciated, the merits of Ariofto : however, this 
example may ferve to fhew how little ftability 
appears in the opinion of this very extraordi- 
nary genius, whofe fpirit fo warmly animated 
his pen at fuch an advanced age, but whpfc 
writings more frequently appeal to the imagina- 
tion, than judgment of his reader. I have for- 
merly had occafion to combat fome of his' ftric- 
tures on Taffo -f- ; and we have a pregnant in- 
ftance of his criticifms in his feveral attacks on' 
Shakefpeare, which have been expofed in a moft* 
elegant and judicious difTertation on the genius' 
of that immortal poet J. 

* See Life of Ariofto, for ^ examination into the flory of 
this bull. 

t See preface to the tranflation of Talfii. 

t £%! on the Genius and Writings of Shakefpeare. 

• - . A re- ■ 
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A remarkable letter remains oFBtrnardo t'aflb; 
tlic father of Torquato, m which there is thirf 
paffage : ^* Ne fo io s'Ariftotele nafceflc a queftcT 
età e vedeffe il vaghiffimo poema del' Af iofto, 
conofcendo la forza del ufo, e vedendo che tahtò^ 
diletta, come l'efperienza fi dimoftra; riiutàfle 
opinióne, e conièntifle che fi potefle far poema 
eroico di più azzione. Con la fiia mifahil dot- 
trina e giudicio, dandogli noVa norma e pre- 
icrivuondogli novi leggi *. 

Giufeppe Malatefi:a publifhed a Dialogue on 
the New Poetry, or a Defence of the Furiofo, 
and undertook to (how, that this poem was com- 
pofed agreeably to the feveral rules of poetry^' 
and that it excelled the beauties of Homer and 
Virgil. 

Haying fpoken of the opinion which feveral. 
writers hayq entertained of the Orlando FurioJb, 
and having touched on the -comparative merits 
of this poem and the Jerufalem Delivered ; it 
will doubtlefs be highly acceptable to ijhe. 

* I ij^ieftion, if Ariftotle had been born in our times, to 
have* ieen the poem of Ariofto, and had experienced, the 
wonderful delight afforded by the perufal, whether he would 
not have altered, bis' ifendnMsnts^ aad agreed, that an. hecoic 
poem might confift of more than one aélion, and whether 
his admirable judgment would not have extended At pootic 
licence^ and given new laws for epic poetry. 
' ' '' Englifli 
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EngKih reader, to J^sar the dlaims.of two fuch 
poets as Tafib and Arioilo/ referred. to the dcci-^ 
fion of the chafte and ek^at MetaftaBo; who^ 
in compUahcè with the requeft of afriend, hat 
deliverol himfelf ia the following manner^ om 
^is moil interefting fubjie&» with that modefty». 
tafte, and candoiuv fo. confpicuous ih this ainia^ 
ble writer: - - 

** The req^u'eft which you have been pJeafed 
to make, that I would give my fentiments on the 
fuperior merit of Ariofto or Taflb,. is an invidi- 
ous taflc, which you muft certainly haveimpofed 
upon me without duly confidering my abilities.: 
You are not ignorsmt of the tumults that were 
raifed among the learned in Italy, when firfl: the 
Jerusalem appeared to difpute with the Fir* 
Rioso that prize, of which the latter had till 
then remained in fuch juft poffeffion. You 
know what vain diflentions were kindled by 
the Pellegrini, the Rofli, the Salviati, and a 
hundred other champions of either poet ; and 
that the peaceful Horatio Ariofto, a defcendant 
of Lodovico, did all in his power to put ari 
amicable end to the difpute *. I fcarcefy need 
recall to your remembrance that celebrated dif* 
tin(^ion^ more brilliant than folid> that the j£« 

• See page xiv» 
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ftusALBM was thebeft poem, but Ariosto tfaft 
greater Poet. Having wdtl weighed the natucr 
of this.fubjedi^liow.c^nydu think, tliat I woald 
arrogate to myfelf the authority of determining. 
z, queftion, that» after^ fo iliuch literary contefl,. 
&UÌ remains undecided ? But although. I dare nc^ 
^ink of fitting as. judge in iuch a caufe, I may. 
at lead be permitted to defcribe the fenf^tioniL 
which I experienced in myfelf on the perufal of 
thefe two celebrated poems. When I firft enter- 
ed upon the ftudy of letters, I found the world 
divided into parties, and that fchool, of which 
I w^s early initiated a member, attached, with all 
the fervour of oppofition, to the Homer * of Fer* 
rara. In order to improve my poetical talents, 
my tutors propofed Ariofto for my perufal and 
imitation, judging that my genius would be 
far more warmed by the happy liberty of the onej^ 
than by (what they called) the fervile regularity 
of his rival. I gave way to authority ; and the 
infinite merit of the writer took fuch entire pof- 
iefiion of me, that, not fatisfied with repeated 
peruials, I committed great part of his work to 
ix^emory; and woe to that perfon who fhould 
|hen have dared to tell me, that any one could 
prefume to rival Ariofto with impunity. It was 
not long, however, before a friend, in order to 

*Ari©fto-, ^ 

dagger 
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^gger ixvy opinion» re|>eated fome of the fineft 
pafTages i;n tKe Jerusalem Delivsr^ed, which 
I could t^pt hear withp|ut€naotipns of plcafure j 
but ftill faithful to my party, I almoft dqteft^d 
myfelf for . yielding tQ what I coniOdercd the 
weakncfs of a corrupt- tafte, which it was my 
duty to fupprefs J and. with fuch fentiments,. I 
.paffed thofe ye^rs in which our judgment is nor- 
thing but pere imitation. At laft, being arrived 
at an age of combining ideas for myfelf, and 
weighing their merit in my own fcales, I. was 
If d,. mòre from a defire of variety, than from 
motives of pleafure or improvement, to perufe at 
laft the Jerusalem. It is inipoflible for me 
to defcribe the ftrange alteration which . I per- 
,ceived in my mind on the perufal of. this poem. 
The fpeftacle which I beheld, as it were, in a 
lively piélurej of one great, and entire atìion, 
^clearly fet forth, artfully conduced, and per- 
fedtly completed; the. variety of events that 
enrich, without perplexing it ; the magic of a 
uniform ftyle, clear, fublime, fonorous, and 
giving, dignity to the moft natural and, familiar 
. fubjexSs; the yigprqus colouriugof defcription; 
the narrative and rhetorical powprs^ the true and. 
confiflent characters 5 the connedion of ideas ; 
. the learning and judgment; but, above the reft, 
that wonderful genius, which, inftead of flag- 
. . yo^* I- , c ging. 
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/ ging, as generally happens iii a vcty klngwcfffei 

'1^'L ' ^ncreafes in rigour io the lift vèilfe df the poem : 

/i^ ^ ^'f ^— all thdfe finèdme wiih fuch delight atià admr- 

^■Jo /-^ ration as I had never before known, and made 

f^^ y xne repent the inj uftice which I had fo Ibrig done 

n,c^.a^ this poet : at the fame timeexcitint^ my utmoft 

)%/', / • indignation againft every one wfid thought ArioR 

/*^ \a^ct\'c^^f^^ injured by thofe who prefumed to bring Taflb 

3 d) i^^c^T^^ competition with him. Yet in iWe latter I 

jLx^^ ^^^ could difccrn fome mark of human impcrfec- 

Ccc^/Mi^l i^4/^^^ i ^^t what work of man iè* exempt frorfi 

^/f /3t^ iJe^>t>^>$jhis ? Can even his great rival boaft fuch e^t^- 

/i^^/^Céi''^ clulive privilege ? If we are fometimes difplea- 

icJ^^r2^ckJL^ fed with the too ftudied poliih of Taflb, we arc, 

>4' /s^v'^^^.^^ ^^ otlifer hand, diflatisfied with the frequent 

%^ y CjfpZ negligence of Arioftor if we would willingly 

/ ' f^ take froto one fomc conceit 5\ that appear un- 

/f^^ ' worthy the elevation of his charafter, neither 

JSL z»^ ^' would we leave the other in poflcflion of forac 

, i^^^^"^^ lowneffes, little becoming fo accomplifhed a poet. 

h^'^^^^/ \^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ tender and amorous parts of 
/cn /f^^ic --'the Jerusalem were lefs rhetorical, we (hould 
/Ic^t^^A» . be well contented, if thofe^in the FuRTòsò'were 
u^c /7ck^' lefs natural. Verum opere in hngvfas ejl vèrépere 
^^^^V^^/ ^^-fomnumiimà it would bic the height of malt- 
^ ^/^'^ cious pedantry to point but, in two fuch glorious 

r/n^A^^Yci*^,,w luminaries, thofe little fpots, qiias aut incuria 
/iptcKfCj fudit^tiut humana parum caéit' natura. ^l[o\x 
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Wifh to know which of thete two poems de-* i4^^'r/l^ /^ 
ferves the preeminence ? I have already declared Aj^/^^^ 
my unwillingnefs to enter upon fo arduous a^^C^t]^^/*^ 
decifion ; but to obey you, I have endeavoured ^i^t/^^/t:^ 
modeftly to difcover to you the fenfations which ^^V^i^s-^ 
have been excited in me by thefe two divine/^ ^-^^'-^t/ 
poets. If all this is not fufficient, I here, upon'^ ^yt^-.Z^ 
the moft impartial examination of myfelf, de^ tr/uu^ ^^ 
clare this to be my prefent difpofition upon the^^^^'^^^^ 
fubjeft. If, in order to (hew his power, ont^^^^^^^^, 
poetical father, Apollo, (hould ftrangely de*/^/^^"^ 
termine to make me a great poet ; and, for thatr?^^ / ^ 
purpofe, fhould bid me freely declare whkh of/ ^^^^ /• 
thefe two celebrated poems I would wifli mine"^^ a ^^^:^^ 
to refemble— I fhould certainly hefitate fome ^^* L ^/ 
time in making the choice, but my perhaps ^^^^cvcph / 
great propenfity to method, to exa<anefs, and^;^iUl.^€-^ 
to rule, wouldj I think, at laft incline nie to ^k^^^aZ/iu;^ 
the Jerusalem *A*^/^^^^*^V^^^ 

The bnly poem we naVe in Engtifh of the >4ì2a - ìl^Cpu^. 
Gothic romance kind, is the Fairy Qjjeen of /^>/e^# /t^ 
Spenfer ; a poet, whofe ftory and ftyle bear the M-^e^i^/t^^ * 
neareft refemblance to Ariofto : the greateft dif- ^^ ^^^-^-^ 

* Letter from Metaftafio to Signor Dominico Diodati, at ^^^^^Mjrrcp^ 

•Naples, from Vienna, dated lo Oftobcr, 1768. ^^^ ff /^r?7ULi^' j 

Works, vol* X. Paris^ edit. 1782* /h^a/i^-, ^ ^<^y .t«fc^ y^ 
f / ^ 
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ferencc of thefe two poets is, that the adven- 
tures of the Englifli poet are fupported by fha- 
dowy charaélers, that fet forth one continued 
allegory; whereas the Italian author gives a nar- 
rative of incidents, in which an allegory is only 
occafionally introduced. Hughes, in the preface 
to his edition of Spenfer's works, prefers the 
Fairy Queen on this account, alleging, that 
" though his fable is often wild, yet it is al- 
ways emblematical." But, perhaps, upon ap- 
pealing to the fenfations of the reader, Ariofto 
may even, for this very reafon, be found to have 
the preference; as it will admit of fome doubt, 
whether the conftant allegory does not confider- 
ably weaken the pathetic effedt of the narrative : 
for what fympathy can we experience, as men, 
for the misfortunes of an imaginary being, whom 
we are perpetually reminded to be only the type 
of fome moral or religious virtue ? 

With regard to the fables contained in the 
Italian poets and the old romance writers, a 
critic before cited has the following obfer- 
vations, containing an opinion which had 
hztvi formerly ftarted by Gravina. 

" The writers of the old romances, from 
whom Ariofto and Spenfer have borrowed fo 
largely, are fuppofed to have had copious ima- 

" ginations; 
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ginations; but may they not be indebted for 
their invulnerable heroes, their monfters, their 
enchantments, their gardens of pleafure, their 
winged fteeds, and the like, to the Echidna, to 
the Circe, to the Medea, to the Achilles, to the 
Syrens, to the Harpies, to the Phryxus, to the 
Bellerophon of the ancients? The caveofPoly- 
pheme might furnifli out the ideas of their 
giants, and Andromeda* might give occafion for 
ilories of diftreffed damfels on the point of being 
devoured by dragons, and delivered at fuch a 
critical feafoa by their favourite knights. Some 
faint traditions of the ancients might have 
been kept glimmering and alive through the 
whble barbarous ages, as they are called ; and 
it is not.impoffible but thefe have been the pa- 
rents of the Genii in the eaftern, and the Fairies 
in the weftern world. To fay that Amadis and 
Sir Triftan have a claffical foundation, may at 
firft fight appear paradoxical ; but if the fubjed: 
were examined to the bottom, I am inclined to 
think that the wildeft chimeras in thefe books of 
chivalry, with which Don Quixote's library was 
furniftied, would be found to have a clofe con- 
nexion with ancient mythology *• 

• EfTay on the Genius and Writings of Pope, vol. ii. 

c 3 But 
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But although Aripilo's poem is acknowledged 
to be defedive in plan and regularity, yet every 
particular beauty of the higheft fpecies of poetry 
is to be found in the feyeral parts of it ; in which 
irefpe<a Boyardo is greatly deficient, who feldooj 
attains n^ore than to amufe the imagination 
by the pleafing variety of his fidtions. But I 
inuft not here omit to take jjptice'of one noble 
paflage in the Innamorato, where the encounter 
of Orlando and Agrican is compared to the meet- 
ing of two thunder clouds. Our great Milton 
has the fame ftmile in the fecond book of Pa- 
radife Loft, when Satan and death prepare t^ 
engage. The Orlando Furiofo may be confi? 
dered as an Epi$:, formed on the manners of 
chivalry. Where the fubjeft of Ariofto rifes, , 
Taflb does not appear with greater dignity^ 

AU the battles and fingle combats in Ariofto 
are excellent : in the laft he is greatly fuperior 
to Taffo, and indeed tamoft other poets ; for in 
this refpeót there appears fome defeft even in the 
poems of Homer and Virgil, in which there are 
few good defer iptions of this kindt Our own 
countryman, Spenfer, has fucceeded beft in thefe 
paflages, for which perhaps he is not a little in- 
debted to the U4mf 
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Though the general battles of the Iliad and 
-ffinclct are fupported with wonderful fire, and 
every circumflance of terror inimitably intro- 
duced to keep the npiind fiifpended ^d anxious 
for the event, yet thqfè great poets do not feem 
to have attended, ia the fame manner, to the 
iingle. encounters of their heroes, the. iflue of 
which, being generally foon determined, or at 
leaft forefeen,^ feldom raifes much anxiety for 
the fate of the combatants, Virgil, it is true, 
has improved upon Homer, and the laft im- 
portant aaion, between iEneas and Turnus, in. 
the xiith book, is conducted with more judg- 
ment than any fingle combat' in the Iliad. 

Honier, indeed, introduces the duel between 
He^or a»d Ajax with unexampled fublimity : 
but when the combatants meet, how foon is the 
conflia over, and how little are the readers kept 
in fufpenfe I 

Taflo has imitated this combat, with its at- 
tendant circumftances; and however he may fall 
(hort of his great original in fome parts, he 
certainly has the advantage with refpedt to fuch 
particulars as tend to aggrandize the valour of 
his heroes^ 

c A I fhall 
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1 fliall produce one more inftancc froni Ho-, 
mcr to fupport the foregoing affertioh. Whea 
the mind has been long prepared for ap engage- 
ment betweefl thp two great Txefoes of the poem, 
how ppLuA the expectation Éè excited from the 
idea of fuch a combat! But here, . I believe, 
every unprejudiced reader will confefs his difap- 
pointment, where Hedtor is reprefented flying at 
the n>ere fight of Achilles ; and when, after hav- 
ing been thrice chaced round the walls of Troy, 
he turns, at the inftig^tion of Pallas, to engage 
his enemy, how little appears the prowefs of 
the gallant Heftpr, who ha^ fo often flood the 
bulwark of his country ! of that Hed:or, who, 
notwith^Unding the uqited efforts of an army, 
had fet fire to the Grecian fleet, and*whoni the 
poet had oppofed to Neptune himfelf ! 

The lafl combat of Tancred and Argantes, in 
tKe xixth book of the Jerufalem, excels every 
flmilar paflage in the Iliad or iEneid : in the Ita- 
lian poet the mind is kept in fufpenfe for the 
event -, and the feveral turns of fortune, between 
the two combatants, are well imagined :. at the 
fame time it mufl be confefTed, that'TafTo has 
not always fliewn equal judgment : he has fome-r 
times, through a partial reverence for the ex- 
jn%ple6 of antiquity, fojlowed his Greek mafler 

to 
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to a fault j amofìgft dtbér inftances, the death of 
Solyman by the hand of Rinaldo, in the xxth 
book, muft in fome fort offend the reader, like 
that of Hedlof by Achilles. 

If we perufc Ariófto attefttively, we fhall find 
him free. from every objeftion of this kind : his 
great art, in thele rencounters, is to keep up the 
attention between hope and fear, and when he 
has involved the reader in diftrefs for the danger 
of fome favourite warrior, he, by an unex* 
pedted turn, relieves the anxiety he has raifed»^ 
and gives viftory to the feemingly conquered 
party. 

Nor will our poet be found deficient in the ten- 
der and pathetic, which every reader of tafte muft . 
acknowledge, when he perufes the ftpries of Zer- 
bino and Brandimart, the epifode of Cloridan 
and Medoro, and more efpecially the detail of 
Orlando's madnefs in the^xxiiid Book, wherein 
the author has difplayed the mofl: intimate ac- 
quaintance with the human heart. 

From the general plan of Ariofto's fable, which 
admits the agency of necromancers, witches, fpi- 
rits and other preternatural powers, it will be 
pafily expcdted, that themarvellousihouldbe car- 
ried to an exceflive length j and yet many of his 

fidions 
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fidions are not more incredible thanthofe of the 
Greek and Latin poets. The metamorphofis of 
the ihips to nymphs, in the JEneid, is as violent 
a machine as the leaves to fliips ia the Orlando. 
The ftories of the Italian poet are not more ex- 
travagant, than the legendary tales of the faints, 
which were currently believed in his time, and, 
arc ftill objcfts of faith with the vulgar* Yet 
let it hot be fuppofed, that this apology for 
Ariofto, which refpedis the times in which he 
wrote, is meant as a general defence for fuch 
kind of fi(9ions, critically, . or even poetically 
confidered, for fomc of thefe the warmcft of 
Ariofto's admirers muft give up as not to be 
defended. 

Yet, while we candidly allow the force of 
objedlion to fuch paffages of Ariofto, as are juftly 
reprehenfible, let us npt adopt the faftidious pc-- 
dantry of thofe French critics, who having little 
tafte for the works of imagination of other na- 
tions, and no examples of fuch in their own, 
were continually^ declaiming againft the falfe 
ftyle, extravagant conceits^ and abfurd fiftions, 
of the Italian poets, principally Ariofto and 
Taflb. Father Bohours, in many refpedts an 
excellent and judicious critic, has undoubtedly 

produced 



produced -fewc^ exceptionable pafl%cs an their 
writings i hut has too haftily given the following 
moft extraordinary cenfure of Ariofto ; '* * De 
rhumeur dont yous étes (repliqua Phalante) 
vous n*approuveriej5 pas ce que dit TArioile d'un 
de fes heros, qui dans la chaleur du combat, ne 
is'etant pas apperju qu on Tavoit tue, il combat- 
tit tQujoursvaillamnjent tout mort qu ij etoit/' 

II pover' huomo, cd nott sVn era. accorto. 
Andava combattendo ed era nnorto f^ 

This criticifm, with the quotation undoubtedly 
made from memory, has been implicitly taken 
up by many, and produced as an example of the 
abfurdity of the Italian poets in general, and of 
Ariofto in particular : but the truth is, no fuch 
Imes are to be found in the whole poem of Or-- 
landò Furiofo, nor was Ariofto capable of a fic^ 
tion fo truly ridiculous, as only to dcferve a place 
in a burlefque compofition. The paflage that 
gave rife to this remark of Father Bohours is in 
JSerni's Rifacimento of Boyardo, and is entirely 

♦ Maniere 4e hicn pcnfer, 

t The poor man, not perceiving what had happened to 
Um^ went m fighting, ai^d he was dead. 

his 
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his own, there being not the leaft foundation 
for it in the original work of Boyardo, The 
whole ftanza runs thus : 

Onde ora avendo a trayerfo tagliato 
'Quefto pagan, lo fé fi dcftramentc. 
Che Tun pezzo in fu l'altro fuggellato 
Rimafe, fcnza muoverfi niente: 
E come awien' quand uno è refcaldato. 
Che le ferite per allor non fcnte, 
Cofi ccJui del colpo non accorto. 
Andava combattendo ed era morto. 

Oriand. Innam. L. ii. C. xxiv. S. 60. 

. He with his falchion aim*d fo w^i the blow. 
And fever'd with fuch art the Pagan foe. 
That ftill, as one, the fcparate parts adhered. 
And ftill, entire, unhurt, the man appeared : 
And as the limbs, while warm in aftion, feel 
No fcnfeof anguifh from the wounding ftcel; 
So the fierce knight, with vigour yet unbroke. 
Fought on, tho' dead, unconfcious of the ftroke. 

The champion who gave this wonderful ftroke 
was Orlando, with his fword Durindana. 

Lord Lanfdown, in his Effay upon unnatu- 
ral flights in poetry, ridicules the fame paf- 
fage, erroneoufly. afcribed by him to Aripfto : 

Such vaunts as his who can with patience reaii. 
Who thus defcribes his hero flain and dead ? 

6 "Kiir4 
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. ** KilFd as he was> infcnfible of death. 
He ftiU fights on, and fcorns to yield his breath/' 

But if we confidcr that part of Arioftò*s fable/ 
which, independent of fupernatural agents, and 
vifionary beings, exhibits merely a view of gc-^ 
neral manners fo totally repugnant to the prefent 
fydem of political and focial life, we ihall find 
the pidlure much nearer than we imagined to the 
early times of feudal violence and opprcffionj. 
and, with refpeft to many defcriptions in thofè^ 
writers, who are generally fuppofed to give us a 
world of their own creation, I beg to quote 
the following paflage : 

** The fidlions of the Gothic romances were 
not fo remote from credibility as they are now; 
thought. In the full prevalence of the feudal 
inftitution, when violence defolated the world, 
and every baron lived in a fortrefs, forefts and 
caftles were regularly fuccecded by each other, 
and the adventurer might very fuddenly pafs, 
from the gloom of woods, or the ruggednefs of 
moors, to feats of plenty, gaiety, ,and magnifi- 
cence. Whatever is imaged in the wildcil tale, 
if giants, dragons, and enchantments be except- 
ed, wouid be felt by him, who, wandering in 
the mountains Without a guide, or upon the fea 

without 
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without a pilot, (hould be carried,, amidil hìi 
terror and uncertainty, to the hofpitality and 
elegaace of R^afay and Dunvegan *.'* 

The fame writer, having dercribed the nature 
of tìie caftles or fortified places, formerly in ufc 
in the iflands oF Scotland, proceeds thus : 
^ Thefe caftles afford another evidence, that the 
fiftions of romantic chivalry had, for their bafis, 
the real manners of the feudal times, when every 
lord of a feignory lived in bis hold lawkfs and 
unaccountable, with all the licentioufncfs and 
infolcnce- of uncontcfted fuperiority and unprin- 
cipled power. The traveller, whoever he might 
be, coming to the fortified habitation of a chief- 
tain, would probably have been interrogated 
from the battlements, admitted with caution at 
the gate, introduced to a petty monarch, fierce 
with habitual hoftility, and vigilant with igno- 
fant fufpicion ; w^ho, according to his general 
temper, or accidental humour, would have fcated 
9, ftranger as his gueft at the table, or as a fpy 
confined him to the dungeon f/* 

Before I quit this iubjc<a, the reader will per- 
mit me to abferVc, that the elegant tranflatoY 

• A Journey to the Wcftem IlIaAds of Scotland, p. 174. 
. f Ibid. p. '2^^* 

1" of 
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of the Lufiad has^ in the introduction to. hi« 
work, not only pointed out the hiftorical foun*^ 
dation for the fiiftitious adventures of the old 
romance, but has undertaken to (ht^ that the 
liigh romantic fpirit of chivalry, connected with 
religioasenthufiafm, and directed to great ppli-t 
tièal purpofes; was the means of ifaving Europe 
from the yoke iind barbarity of the Samcèas* j 

** A romantic military fpirit revived ia Eu* 
rope tinder the aufpices of Chariemain. Several 
teligibus military orders were cftablifhai. Cc^ 
l?bàcy, the ftudy of religion, and the exercifc of 
* arms, were the conditions of their vow ; and the 
defence of their country, and of the faith, their 
ambition and fole purpofe; He who fell in batt- 
ile was honoured and envied as a martyr; and 
moft^vroriderftil victories crowned the ardour cf 
thefei^religious warriors. The Mahometans, du- 
ring 'the reign of Chariemain, made a moft forr 
midable irruption into Earope,»and France i^i 
particular felt the weight of their fvw?y : but the 
honour which was paid to the knights who 
wore the badge of the Crofs, drew the adventu- 
rous youth of every Chriflian power to the ftan- 
dards of that political iiK)nàtch, and in faft (a 
circumftance, however, neglefted by hiftorians) 
gave birth to the Crufades, the beginning of 

which. 
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which» in propriety, ought to be dated from his 
reign. Few indeed are the hiflorians of this age^ 
but enough remain to prove that though the wri- 
ters of the old romance have greatly difguifed it, 
though they have given full room to the wildeft 
flights of imagination, and have added, the jnex* 
hauftible machinery of magic to the adventures 
of their heroes, yet the origin of their fidions 
was founded on hiftorical fadts. Ariofto, who 
adopted the legends of the old romance, chofe 
this period for the fubjeót of his Orlando Furi-: 
ofo. Paris befieged by the Saracens, Orlando and 
the other Chridian knights aiTemble in ^id of 
Charlemain ; who are oppofed in their amours 
and in battle by Rodomont, Ferrau, and. other 
infidel knights. And, however this period may 
thus refemble the fabulous ages of Greece, cer- 
tain it is that an Orlando, a Rinaldo, a Rogero^ 
and other celebrated names in romance, acquired 
great honour in the wars which were waged a- 
gainfl the Saracens, the invaders of Europe. In 
thefe romantic wars, by which the power of the 
Mahometans was checked, feveral centuries. 
clapfed, when Alonzo, king of Caftile, appre.^ 
henfive that the whole force of the Mahometan^ 
of Spain and Morocco was ready to fall » upon 
him, prudently imitated the conduit of Char- 
lemain . He availed himfclf of the fpirit of chi- 
valry ,and demanded leave of Philip I. of France, 

and 
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Hnd of other princes, that volunteers from their 
dominions might be allowed to diftinguiflx 
themfelves under his banners againft the infidels. 
His defire was no fooner known, than a brave 
romantic army thronged to his ftandards, and 
Alonzo w^ vidlorious */' 

The. charadters of Ariofto are powerfully de- 
lineated, and admirably fuftained ; and however 
he may offend in the probability of his aftion, 
his piftures of the affeftions of the mind have 
the cleareft hiftorical truth. Let the reader of 
imagination, and only fuch readers are qualified 
to tafte the beauties of Ariofto, when he opens 
his book, allow him in full force the ideas of 
chivalry and magic, and he will find infinite 
touches of nature in the manners of his heroes 
and heroines, with a difcrimination and variety 
rarely to be excelled. 

** Ariofto (fays a late writer) pleafes ; but 
not by his monftrous and improbable fiftions, 
by his bizarre mixture of the ferious and comic 
ftyles, by the want of coherence in his ftories, 
or by the continual interruptions in his narra- 

* See Introda£Hon, an'd tht Difcovery of India, prefixed to 
Mickle's Tranflation of the Lufiad, 2d Edit. 
Vol. !• d tion. 
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tion. He charms by the force and clearnefs of 
his expreffion, by the readinefs and variety of his 
inventions, and by his natural pictures of the 
paffions, efpecially of the gay and amorous 
kind *." 

No one feems to have been more powerfully 
imprefled with the merits of Ariofto than an 
elegant poet of our own time, who, in taking a 
review of the feveral epic writers, where, in a 
moft fpirited manner, he aflerts the fuperiority of 
genius and fancy over rule and fyftem, has cha- 
radterized the author of Orlando Furiofb in the 
following animated lines. 

Indignant Fancy, who with fcorn furvcy'd 
The fleepy honours to proud Syftem paid. 
Smiling to fee that on her rival's brow 
The poppy lurk'd beneath the laurel bough, 
Refolv'd in fportive triumph to difplay 
The rich extent of her fuperior fway : 
Froin Necromancy's hand, in happieft hour. 
She caught the rod of vifionary power ; 
And, as aloft the magic wand ftie rais'd, 
A pcerlefs Bard with new effulgence blaz'd. 
Born every law of Syftem to difown. 
And rule by Fancy's boundlefs power alone. 

• Hume, Diffcrtation iv. 

High 
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High in mid air^ between the moon and earth. 
The Bard of pathos now, and now of mirth, 
Pois'd with his lyre between a griffin's wpgs, 
tier fportive darling Ariosto fings. 
As the light cloud, whpfe varying vapours fly. 
Driven by the zephyr of the evening fky. 
Fixes and charms the never-wearied view. 
By taking every fhape and every hue ; 
So, by Variety's fupreme control, 
His changeful numbers charm the willing foul : 
Enchanted by his fong. Attention fits. 
With features catching every call by fits. 
Like the fond infant, in whofe tender brain 
Young Senfibility delights to reign ; 
While rapid Joy and Pain each other chacc 
Through the foft mufcles of its April face. 
In vain the flaves of Syftem would difcard 
From Glory's claflic train this airy bard ; 
Delighted Nature her gay favourite crown 'd, . 
And Envy's clamour in her plaudit drown'd. 
Severe Morality, to ccnfure mov'd. 
His wanton lyre with jufl:er blame reprov'd ; ^ 
But his fweet fong her anger fo beguil'd. 
That ère flie finifli'd her reproof, (he fmil'd. 

Hayley's Eflay on Ep. Poet. Ep. iii. 

But whatever may be the power of Ariofto in 
the original, a tranflator will find great difficul- 
ties i and confiderablc liberties are to be allowed 
him, if he is expcded to make his author grace- 

d 2 fui 
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fui to an Englifh reader. The great praife of 
Ariofto, amongft the intelligent of his country- 
men, is fimplicity of expreffioiijL^ and purity of 
diftion ; and it is univerfally allowed, that no 
author had ever a more abfolute command of his 
own language. There is a certain eafy negli- 
gence in his mufe, that often aflumes a pla3rful 
mode of expreffion, incompatible with the na- 
ture of our prefent poetry; though fome few ex- 
amples of the kind may be met with in our old 
poets, particularly Spenfer, who has adopted 
much of Ariofto's manner. To this it may be 
added, that the Italian appears to run into rhyme 
with a facility altogether unknown to us, which 
may be feen from what has been related of 
Pulci, on which fubjedt I (hall give a remark- 
able paffage from Mr. Baretti, in the book be- 
fore quoted. 

^ Among the general charaéteriftics of the 
Tufcans, I have already touched upon their love 
of poetry 5 and what is altogether Angular in 
them» their common cuftom of improvt/are ; that 
is, of finging verfes extempore to the guitar, and 
other ftringed inftruments. I can aver that it is 
a very great entertainment, and what cannot- fail 
of exciting very great furprife, to hear two of 
their beft improvifatori et cantare pares et refpon-^ 
den parati^ and eager to excel, expatiate in ot- 
tava 



PREFACE. lui 

t»ya rima upon any fubjetì: moderately fufcepti- 
ble of poetical amplification . Several times have 
I been aftoniflied at the rapidity of their expref- 
flons, the eafinefs of their rhymes, the juftnefs 
of their numbers, the copioufnefs of their images, 
and the general warmth and impetuofity of their 
thoughts 5 and I have {ten crowds of lifteners 
hurried, as well as myfelf, iato a vortex of de- 
light, if I may fo exprefs it, whofe motion ac- 
quired more and more violence, as the bards 
grew more and more inflamed by the repeated 
fhoutings of the by-flanders, and by the foirce 
of the oppofition which each encountered frpm 
his antagonift/' 

It is this eàfé, blended with occafional 
ftrength, that gives unfpeakable grace and va- 
riety to the narratives of Ariofto ; and an Eng^ 
1ÌÙX tranflator will have frequent reafon to re- 
gret the more rigid genius of his language, 
that rarely permits him, in this refpeft, to at- 
tempt even an imitation of his author.. It will 
therefore be found, upon comparing this verfion 
with the original, that fome parts are ihortened, 
and that the ftyle of others has been varied, re- 
taining at the fame time what was thought re- 
quifite to preferve the charafter of the writer; 
for which reafon I have not omitted the puerile 
conceits at the end of his books, as they do not 
in the leaft aflfea: the general merit of the work, 

^3 Concern^ 
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Concerning the compliments to the houfe of 
Efte, which occur in difFerent parts of the ppeni, 
I have endeavoured to take off from the drynefs 
of the fubjedt, hy giving in the notes a concife 
account of the Italian hiftoryatid families alluded 
to. But there is a heavy charge againll Ariofto, 
to which no defence can be made ; which is, that 
he fometimcs gives himfcif up to an unwarrant- 
able licentioufnefs of idea and language : how- 
ever, it is hoped that every paffage, of this na- 
ture, is fo far foftened in the tranflation, as to 
give no juft caufe of offence. 

As the far greater part of my readers mufl 
be fuppofed unacquainted with the work on 
which this poem is immediately founded, I have 
thought it expedient to prefix to the Furioso a 
general view of Boyardo's principal flory, as 
cònnetìed with Arioflo, and to infert in the 
notes an account of every adventure referred to 
in the former poem. 

The reader will ob ferve that Ariofto jgenerally 
breaks off his flories abruptly, after the manner 
of Boyardo, and other romance writers ; in which 
praótiqe he has been followed. by Spenfer'. Some 
Italian writers have applauded this method^ as 
tending to excite and keep up the attention, and 
preV'Cnt fatiety, by a continual variation of the. 
fubjeft; as the poet himfelf fays : 

« Come 
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^^ Come raccende il gufto il mutare efca ; 
Cofi mi par, che la mia iftoria, quanto. 
Or qua, or là più variata fia. 
Meno, a chi l'udirà noifa fia/' 

f* As at the board, with plenteous viands. grac'd. 
Gate after cate excites the fickening tafte j 
So while my mufe repeats I^er vary -d ftrains. 
Tale following tale the ravilh'd ear detains." 

Book xiii. 

But perhaps the generality of readers will, 
with Gravina*, be rather difguftcd to have their 
curiofity fo frequently raifed^ and almoft as con- 
ftantly difappointed, and that fometimes in the 
moft critical and interefting part ; it is likewife 
to be feared, that thefe repeated breaks, by blend- 
ing the adventures with each other, muft rather 
tend to perplex and embarrafs the ftory ; though 
we cannot but admirp the art of the poet, in 
connedling fuch an immenfe variety of incidents, 
and bringing them at laft to one point, I have, 
therefore fet down the feveral continuations, 
^fter the ejcample of fome of the Italian editors ; 
which method has like wife been purfued by Sir 
John Harrington in his tranflation. 

It will be proper, in this place, to fay fom?- 
thing of the five cantos printed after ^riofto's 

f See page xxiv. 

d 4 4eath; 
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death, in addition to the forty-fix cantos of the 
Orlando Furiofo, and concerning which there 
have been different opinions^ amongft his own 
countrymen, of the intention of the poet. Some 
have fuppofed that they were meant to have 
been incorporated with his great work; but 
fuch opinion muft furely be erroneous, fince 
the firft of thefe additional cantos opens after 
Rogero had been converted to Chriftianity, and 
Was made one of the Paladins of Charlemain ; 
circumftances that certainly point out the con- 
clusion of the Furiofo. Others have, with much 
more reafon, judged thefe five cantos to be the 
beginning of an entire new work, continued 
from the fubjedt of the former : and by fome 
writers, among whom is Porcacchi, it has beei? 
doubted, whether thefe cantos were the genuine; 
production of Aripfto, to whom, however, the 
generality of his biographers, without fcruple, 
give them : but it feems to be agreed by all, 
that they are very inferior in compofition, and 
elegance of ftyle, to his celebrated poem ; nor 
are they ever quoted or referred to by any wri- 
'ter, as fo frequently happens with refped: to the 
Furiofo. Some have thought that they were the 
work of his earlier years. It is certain that the 
fable appears very uninterefting after a perufal of 
the Furiofo, and the fidion moft abfurdly ex- 
travagant. 
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travagant, where he brings Rogero into the belly 
of a whale, when he meets with a 'hermit who 
had been there forty years, and who relates to 
him, that all thofe who had efcaped from Alcina, 
were fooner or later imprifoned in this monfter. 
Here he meets with Aftolpho, and fees a church 
and dwelling for the inhabitants, all in the belly 
of the whale. On confidering thefe five pofthu- 
mpus cantos, in which the ftory is brought to 
no conclufion, I am almoft tempted to fubfcribe 
to the following judicious fentiments of Sir John 
Harrington : ** For the five cantos that follow 
Furiofo, I am partly of opinion they were not 
his, both becaufe methinke they differ in fweet- 
neife of ftyle from the other, and befide it is not 
likely that a man of his judgment, having made 
fo abfolute a piece of worke as his Furiofo is, 
and having brought every matter to a great and 
well pleafing conclufion, would, as it were, 
marre all again, and fet them all by the ears, 
and bring Rogero in th^ whale's belly, and 
Aftolpho with him for company, that a little 
before were cpnquerprs of the world *." 

If novelty be any recommendation of the 
work now offered to the Public, an Englifh 
Ariofto may have that to plead, notwithftanding 

* Harrington's Life of Arioflo. 

any 
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any tranflation that has yet appeared. We have 
indeed two verfions of the Orlando Furiofo ; the 
firft of which by Sir John Harrington, before 
mentioned, publiflied in the reign of Queen Eli- 
zabeth, and dedicated to that princefs, is little 
known ; the copies are become very fcarce, and 
the genius of the performance, whatever merit it 
might claim at the time of the publication, affords 
now little encouragement to multiply them by a 
new impreffion. The laft tranflation fent into 
the world, was profeffedly given by its author as 
a literal verfion, the very idea of which will ne- 
ceflarily exclude the thought of its being gene- 
rally read as an English book -, of whi^h every 
one will judge, who is acquainted with the dif- 
ferent idioms of the two languages. 

Although this poem, like all the Italian wri-r 
tings of the kind, is written in the qétave ftan- 
za, the prefent tranflation will be found, in that 
refpeót, to differ froni the two firfl, which are 
rendered in the fame form of verfification as the 
Italian. I am aware that it has been, and is 
ftill, the opinion of fome,whofejudgnient claims 
no little deference, that the Englifli couplet is 
improper for a work of this nature, and that the 
ftanza is the only manner fuitable to romance: 
to which it may be anfwered, that th? Italians, 
2 who 
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who made ufe of this firft, applied it, and ftill 
continue to. apply it, to the higheft kind of 
poetry ; it is therefore to be confidered as their 
Jieroic ftyle: It was not only ufed by Pulci, 
Boyardo, and Ariofto, in their compofitions of 
the Gothic fiftion, but is employed by Taflb in 
his truly Epic poem of the Jcrufalcm ; and by 
.many of the Italian writers in their tranflations 
of the Greek and Roman poets, which,- I be- 
lieve, few other modern tranflators would think 
of rendering in the ftanza. The genius of our 
heroic verfe admits of a great variety; and we 
have examples of very different fpecies of wri- 
ting, in the works of Dryden and Pope, from 
the fublime ftyle of Homer and Virgil, to the fa- 
miliar narratives of Boccace and Chaucer. 

But of all the various ftyles ufed by our beft 
pqets, none feems fo well adapted to the mixed 
and familiar narrative, as that of Dryden in his 
laft produAions, known by the name of his Fa- 
blesf which, by their harmony, fpirit, eafè, and 
variety of verfification, exhibit an admirable 
model for a tranflator of Ariofto. 

In referring to the feveral commentators, I have 
been cautious how far I adopted thejr allegorical 
interpretations, as the temper of thafclafs of wri- 
ters 
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ters frequently leads them to trace out a mean- 
ing, which the poet himfelf was a ftranger to. 
That allegory, which requires explanation, is 
certainly defedlive ; and it is notorious, that an 
inventive genius can convert the plaineft narra-r 
tive into myftery, as Taffo has done by his Jeru- 
falem, to which he has prefixed an allegory that 
renders the whole poem as completely vifionary 
as the Fairy Queen of Spenfer, 

Should the Englifh reader become more ac, 
quainted with this celebrated Italian, he will find 
the Orlando no bad elucidation of the Don 
Quixote of Cervantes, as a great part of the 
cuftoms, at leaft the general genius, of chivalry, 
may be learnt from it, without the drudgery of 
travelling through the old romances. 

Though it is not here recommended that any 
one fhould imitate the extravagances of the Ita- 
lian writers, yet while the enthufiaftic fpirit 
that hurries away the reader, continues to be 
regarded as the glorious criterion of true poetry 
every follower of the Mufes will find ample fub ' 
je<a for admiration in the perufal of the Orlando 
Furiofo of Ariofto; an author whom, with all 
his faults, Dryden acknowledges to have been a 
Oreat Poet; an author lately included in 

the 
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the higheft praife of creative genius by one of 
our firft critics, who thus defcribes that general 
effedl from which the power of every poet ought 
to be eftimated. ** Works of imagination ex- 
<pel by their allurement and delight ^ by their 
power of attradting and detaining the attention. 
That book is good in vain which the reader 
throws away. He only i» the matter who keeps 
the mind in pleafing captivity; whofe pages are 
perufed with eagernefs, and in hope of new 
pleafurc are perufed again ; and whofe conclu- 
fion is perceived with an eye of forrow, fuch as 
the traveller cafts upon departing day." 
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A R IO S TO: 

Extrafied from 

PIGNA, FORNARI, GARAFOLO, 
MAZZUCHELLI, and others. 

SOME authors, though with little authority, 
maintain, that the Ariofti derive their ori- 
ginal from the Arifti, or Ariovifti : it is, how- 
ever, certain, that this family was very ancient 
in Bologna, where it had flouriflied in great 
eftimation, when Obizzo III. marquis of Efte, 
married Lippa Ariofta, a lady of excellent beauty 
and rare accomplifhments 5 who, accompanying 
her hufband to Ferrara, took with her feveral 

of 
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of her relations, and firft eftablifhed the houfe 
of the Ariofti in that place. 

Among other branches of the name, lived Ni- 
colo and his brothers, men of great confidera- 
tion in Ferrara : Nicolo not only filled, under 
Hercules and Borfo,. dukes of Ferrara, the moft 
important pofts in the city, but was chofen to 
the government of Rheggio and Modena, and 
feveral times fent ambaffador to the pope, the 
emperor, and the king of France : but nothing 
contributed more to deliver his name down to 
pofterity, than being the father of Ludovico. 

, While he was in the government of Rheggio, 
in Lombardy, he efpoufed Daria de Malaguzzi, 
a lady of wealth and family, defcended from one 
of the firft houfes in Rheggio. By this marriage 
he had five fons, Ludovicp, Gabriele, Carlo, 
Galaflb, and Aleflandro ; and the fame number 
of daughters. Ludovico was born on the eighth 
of September, in the year 1474* in the fortrefs 
of Rheggio, vvhere his father was governor ; as 
Galaflb and AleflTandro were born while he was 
in the government of Modena. Thefe fons were 
all well accompliftied, and, for their many ex- 
cellent qualities, patronized by feveral princes. 
Gabriele gave himfelf up to literary purfui ts, and 

is 
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is faid to have arrived at great excellence in La- 
tin poetry, but to have been too clofe an imita- 
tor of Statins : he died at Ferrara. Carlo, who 
was of a difpofition more inclined to diffipation 
and gaiety, led the life of a courtier, and died at 
the court of Naples. Galaflb embraced the pro- 
feflion of the Church, was employed in feveral 
important offices, and at laft ended his days^ 
ambaffador from the duke of Ferrara, at the 
court of Charles V. Aleflandro, who was of an 
inquifitive and enterprifing genius, having fpent 
great part of his time in vifiting foreign coun- 
tries, at laft finifhed his life in Ferrara. 

To return to Ludovico, the fubje<ft of our 
prefent enquiry ; as he was the firft-born of his 
father's children, fo he is reported to have fur- 
paffed the reft in the endowments of the mind ; 
giving, from his tender years, uncommon pre- 
fage of a future genius. Being yet in his rudi- 
ments, he compofed a kind of tragedy from the 
ftory of Pyramus and Thift^e, which he caufed 
to be reprefented by his brothers and fitters. 

He applied himfelf very early to the ftudy of 
the Latin, in which he made greater progrefs 
than almoft any one of his age ; and, in the 
very beginning of his ftudies, he compofed and 

recited 



THE LIFE OF ARIOSTO. IxV 

« 

recited an elegant oration in that language, which 
gave the higheft expeólàtions of him. Tito 
Strozza, a man of great learning and confum- 
mate knowledge, took a .particular delight to 
hear him, and to propofe diffiteult qiteftiohs for 
his folutioa ; often encouraging a difpute, on 
literary fubjeftg, betwfeen him and Hercules his 
fon, a youth whófc age and ftudies agreed with 
Ariofto. 

But it happened to our Poet, as to Ovid, Pe- 
trarch, Taflb^ and others^ that his father Nicolo, 
haying little tàfte for literature, and therefore 
difincliued to encourage his fon in purfiiing the 
bent of his genius, was rather defirous, that, as 
his eldeft-born, he fhould endeavour to èftablifli 
his fortune in the world, by taking up forne lu- 
crative prófeflión ; and fent him to Padua, to 
.apply himfelf to the ftudy of the Civil Law, 
under Angelo Caftrinfe and II Maino; in which 
employment he fpent five years, highly difagree- 
able to pne of his difpofition : which circum- 
fiance he laments in one of his fatires addrefled 
to Bembo. 

Ahi laflb ! .quando ebbi al Pegafeo melo 
L'età difpofta, e che le frefche guancie 

Non fi vedeano ancor fiorir du'n pelo j 
Mio padre mi cacciò con fpicdi e lancie. 

Vol. L c (Non 
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(Non che con fproni) a volger teftì e chiofc ; 
£ m'occupò cinque anni in quelle ciancie. 

Ere yet my cheeks were fledg'd with rifing down. 
When, fmit with love of verfe, I fought renown 
On fwcet Parnaffus* hill -, my fire's command 
Compeird me to forfake that happy land. 
And chained me five long years to hear difputes 
Of brawling lawyers and litigiou3 fuits. 

Satire vi. 

So Ovid complains that his father compelled 
him to ftudy the law: De Triftibus, Lib. iv, 
Eleg. X. 

At mihi jam pucro coelefl:ia facra placebant, 

Inque fuum furtim Mufa, trahcbat opus. 
Saepè Pater dixit, Studium quid inutile tentas ? 

Moeonides nuUas ipfe reliquit opes. 
Motus eram diftis : totoque Hclicone rclifto, 

Scribere conabar verba foluta modis. 
Sponte fuà carmen numeros veniebat ad aptos. 

Et quod tcntabam dicere, verfus erat. 

While yet a boy, fwcet verfe my genius fir*d 5 
The fecrct Mufe her pleafing talk infpir'd. 
My fire oft cry'd. This ufelefs trade give o'er; 
For Homer left behind no golden ftore. 

Mov'd 
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Mov'd at bis words, I Pindus* hill refign*(d> 
And ftrove to write, by metre, unconfin'd: 
In vain— the Mufe ipontaneous verfc bcftow'd. 
And all I wrote in tuneful numbers flow'd. 

Milton, in like manner, defires his father to let 
him purfue the Muies : 

Tu, tamen, ut fimules teneras odifTe camcenas. 
Non odifie reor, neque enim, pater, ire jubebas 
Qua via lata patet, qua pronior area lucri, 
Certaque condendi fulges {pes aurea nummi : 
Nee rapis ad leges, male cuftoditaque gentis 
Jura, nee infulfis damnas clamoribus aures. 

Ad Patrem. 

Thou canft not fure the gentle Mufes hate. 
Or bid me change, O Sire ! my peaceful ftate. 
To tread the fordid path, that open lies 
To fields of wealth, where golden harvefts rife. 
Thou wilt not force me to th' ungrateful bar. 
Where ill-kept laws fupply the conftant jar j 
Or fix me there, long tedious days, to hear 
Thofe founds of difcord to a poet's car. 

But although Ariofto durft not openly difobey 
his father, he could not fo far conquer his indi- 

e 2 nations^ 
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nations, but that, during the courfe of this time, 
he found leifure to perufe many authors, parti- 
cularly French and Spanifh roitiances, with 
which languages he was well acquainted, hav- 
ing tranflated two or three of thefe authors him- 
felf into his native tongue ;, of which kind of 
performances he availed himfelf in his future 
works, making ufe of every beauty that occurred 
in thefe wild produdtions of imagination. Ni- 
colo, at laft, perceiving the averfion his fon had 
to the firofeffion of the law^ and the little pto- 
grefs he made therein, refolved no longer to 
combat his defires, but permit hito to obey the 
flrong. propenfity of genius, which evidently 
pointed out to what Nature had defigned him* 
This indulgence of Nicolo is faid to have been, 
in a great degree, owing to the good offices of 
Pandoifo Arioilo, a youth of excellent endow- 
ments, and à near kinfmaft to Ludovico. 

Ludovico, being now left at liberty, applied 
himfelf with Unwearied àffiduity to recover the 
advantages he had necefTarily loft. He had now 
put himielf, at the age of twenty,, under the tui- 
tion of Gregorio de Spoleti, a perfon of admira- 
ble taftei and well verfed in the Latin and Greek 
tongues, Who then refidéd in the family of Ri- 
naldo of Efte, at Feri^ra. ' Gregorio, obferving 

6 the 
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the avidity with which Ariofto applied himfelf 
to fludy, took every poffiblc care to culti- . 
vate his genius ; and, by his inftruftions, his 
pupil foon made himfelf mafter of the mpft 
excellent Latin authors, particularly the poets, 
among whom Horace appears to have been his 
favourite. He explained many difficult and oh- 
fcure parts in that authof, which were never 
"before underftood. PJis intention was. In like 
manner, to have gone through a courfe of Greek 
literature ; but, ^s hg was firft defirpus of per- 
feding himfelf in the Latin, he fuddenly loft the 
affiftance of his prpccptor Gregqrip, who was 
conftrained to take a journey into Francai, at the 
defire of Ifabella, daughter to Alphonfo of Na- 
ples, as tutor to her fon ; where he foon after 
died, to the inexpreffible grief of Ariofto. 

About the fame time died Nicolo Ariofto, the 
father of Ludovico, fcaving behind him a nume- 
rous offspring. Ariofto, then OT\]y twe^ty-four 
years of age, found hirnfelf at QBpe involved itfL 
the cares of a family, and obliged to take uppp 
himfelf the management of éojx^MQ cpnpcrps, 
to introduce his brothers intp thè wprl4> provide 
fortunes for his fifters> and,, ip ?ve|-y refpeft, 
fupply to them^ the place of a father, vyho ba4 
left them but a very flender patrimony. 

e 3 Mi 
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Mi more il padre e da Maria il penfiero 

Drieto a Marta bifogna ch'io rivolga^ 
Chi'o muti in fquarci c in vacchette Omero ; 
Trx)vi marito e modo che fi tolga 

Di cafa una Torcila e un' altra appreflbj 

E che* Teredita non fé ne dolga : 
Co' piccioli fratelli a* quai fucceflb 

Ero in luoco di padre far l'uffizio 
Che debito e pietà m' avea commeflb. 

My father dead^ I took the father's part. 
And chang'd for houfehold cares the Mufe's art; 
For tuneful verfe, pach thoughtful hour I fpent. 
To hufband well the little heaven had fent : 
Each fifter claim'd, by turns, my guardian hand. 
To watch their youth, and form their, nuptial band j 
While piety and love my heart engage 
To rear my helplefs brethren's tender age. 

Satire vi. 

He was now fo wholly engroflfed by a multi- 
plicity of cares, as not only to give over his 
intended profecution of the Greek language, but 
almoft to abandon the Latin, which he had but 
lately recovered, had not Pandolfo Ariofto fo far 
ftimulated him, that he ftill continued, in fome 
degree^ his ftudies ; till death deprived him of fo 

plcafing 
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pleafinga companion. Yet all thefe disappoint- 
ments did not fo much damp the vigour of his 
genius, but that he gave fignal proofs of an ex- 
cellent vein of poetry. He had now attained 
the age of twenty-nine years, and had acquired 
an uncommon reputation for his Latin verfes, 
and numerous poems and fonnets full of fpirit 
and imagination. His converfation was coveted 
by men of the greateft learning and abilities ; 
infomuch that Cardinal Hippolito of Efte, whofe 
court was a receptacle for the moft admired per- 
fonages of the age, received him into his fervice, 
where he continued fifteen years ; during which 
time, his mind being always intent on the mufes, 
he formed the^ defign of writing a poem oif the 
romance kind ; in which no one had yet written 
with the dignity of which the fubjeét was ca- 
pable. The happy vcrfatility of his genius was 
fuch, that he could equally adapt himfelf to 
every fpecies of poetry ; and an Italian writer 
of his life obferves, that whatever he wrote, 
feemed, at the time, to be his particular ftudy. 

At about thirty years of age, he began his 
Orlando ; and Cardinal Bembo, to whom he 
communicated his defign, would have difluaded 
him from writing in Italian, advifing hitoto 
cultivate the Latin j to which Ariofto anfwered, 

e 4 that 
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tl^at he would rather be the firft among the Tuf- 
cai^ writers, than fcarcely the fccond among the 
Latin. At the fame time, it fortunately hap- 
pened, that he had already written fome ftanzas 
of his Orlando; which communicating tp fcve-- 
ral of his friends, he met with fuch encourage- 
ment, that he determined vigoroufly to profecuto 
his delign. It may be here obferved, that Dfante, 
at firft, intended tp' have written his Poem in 
Latin; and usually compofed foqae initial lines 
in that language. 

He chofe the fubjed of Boyardo, which was 
well known to all ; and, being left unfini(hed^ 
had Wrongly excited the reader's curio|ity, tp fee 
the end of a ftory fo artfully begun. In the 
fame manner, Virgil, of whom Ariofto appears a 
great imitator, formed his iEneid as a kinjl of 
lequel to the Iliad- and OdyjQTey. And it may be 
remarked, that, by adopting the fictions of Boy- 
ardo, Ariofto had not only an opportunity of 
bringing the romance of the Count to a cpnclu- 
fion, but of celebrating, under the perfon of 
Rogero, the family of his patron, 

Ariofto had propofed to write a poem in terza 
rima^ (like Dante), in praife of the Houfe of 

Efte, 

* Of this terza rima of the Italians, the Englifh reader 
wUi have 4 full idea, frqm th? thfee cantos of the Infreno 

0^ 
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Efte, different from the Furiofo ; but not being 
fatisfied with the work, he laid it afide, and pur- 
fued the defign of his Furiofo, in ottava rima. 
The intended poem began thus : 

Cantero Tarmi, cantero 'gli affanni 

D'amor, che un cavalier fottenne gravi 
Peregrinando in terra e in mar molt' anni, &c. 

I fing of arms, and fing the pains of love. 

And all the toils a fuffcring hero bore. 
Long dcftin'd far o'er land and fea to rove, &c. 

In orcjer to purfue his ftudies with lefs inter- 
ruption, he chofe the fituation of Rheggio, retir- 
ing to a pleafant villa, belonging to Sigifmundo 
Malaguzzi, his kinfman, where he (pent his leU 
fu^^e in the profecution of his principal defign. 
In one of his fatires he gives the following 
agreeable fketch of his retreat. 

Gia mi fur' dolci inviti a empir le carte 
I luoghi ameni, di che il noftro Rheggio 

II natio nido mìo n'ha la fua parte : 
Il tuo Mauritian fempre vagheggio 

of Dante, tranflated with wonderful fpirit and fidelity by 
Mr. Hayley, notwithftanding the confinement and diffi- 
culty of the metre. See ElTay on Epic Poetry, Note to 
$piftle iii. 

La 



Ixxiv THE LIFE OF ARIOSTO. 

La bella ftanza, e'l Rodano vicino. 
Da le Naiade amato ombrofo feggio : 
Il lucido vivaio, onde il giardino 

Si cinge intorno, il frefco rio che corre 
Rigando Terbe, ove poi fa il molino. 
' Non mi fi pò de la memoria torre 

Le vigni, e i folchi del fecondo lacco. 
Le valle e'I colle, e la ben pofta torre, 

Bleft be the time, when, from the world retir'd^ 
Fair Rheggio's peaceful fccnes my mufe infpir'd : 
Nurfe of my infant years ! Remembrance views 
• Thy pleafing feats, and every charm renews : 
I fee where Rhodan's tide delightful flows. 
While fportive Naiads on the banks repofe ; 
The fifliy pool, with filvery luftre crown'd, 
Whofe dimpled water moats the garden round ; 
The living ftream, that pours a cryftal rill 
Thro' fprinkled herbage to the neighbouring mill ; 
The cluttering vines, that yield their purple ftore; 
The hills, the vale^, and ivy- circled tower. 

Satire iv. 

While he was bufied in thefe literary purfuits, 
Alphonfo, duke of Ferrara, having occafion to 
fend ambafladors to Rome, in order to appeafe 
the anger of Pope Julius II. who prepared to 
make war againft him, was, by his brother the 
cardinal, recornmended to Aripilo, as a proper 
5 perfon 
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perfon to be entrufted with fuch a negociation. 
The duke, therefore, made choice of him ; and 
he acquitted himfelf fo well in his commiffion, 
that he returned with an anfwer much more fa- 
vourable than was expedted- However, the Pope, 
ftill continuing at enmity with the duke, made a 
league with the Venetians, and colle<9:ed a pow* 
erful army againft Ferrara ; but he gained little 
honour in this enterprife, being defeated at the 
battle of Ravenna. Part of a fleet was fent up 
the Po, againft Ferrara ; but met with a repulfe 
from the duke's party. In this engagement, 
Ariofto, who was prefent, behaved with great 
courage, and took one of the largeft of the ene- 
my's veiTels, filled with ftóres and ammunition. 

The papal army being difperfed, Alphonfo 
thought it advifeable to fend an ambaflador again 
to Rome, But every one being afraid to engage 
in this fervice, knowing the Pope's difpofition, 
he difpatched Ludovico a fecond time, who 
found his Holinefs fo incenfed againft the duke, 
that his indignation was very near fhewing itfelf 
to the ambafTador ; and it was not without diffi- 
culty that Ariofto efcaped with life to Ferrara. 

The duke's affairs being eftablifhed, Ariofto 
returned to his ftudies $ though, continuing ftill 
in the fervice of the cardinal, he was employed, 

at 
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at times, in various public occupations, that 
often broke in upon his retirement, ap4 oblige^ 
him to defer the completipn of his Orlandq. 
However, he found means to Ileal fo much lei- 
fure from his more ferious employments, that he 
at laft brought it to a conclufion : and though 
the work was far from having that perfection 
which he himfelf defired, yet, in order to avail 
himfelf of the general opinion of the public, he 
was determined to give it to the world; and 
accordingly caufed it to be firft printed in the 
year 1515* 

Some time after, the cardinal having ^ dcfign 
to go into Hungary, was defirous of being ac- 
companied by the ingenious men who lived 
under his patronage : but Ariofto openly de- 
clared his inclination to be left behind ; for, 
being now afflidted with a catarrh, he was fearful 
of the confequences from the fatigues and incon- 
veniences of fo long a journey. Befides, the 
fervice of the cardinal began to grow very irk- 
fome to him; thofe, who were about him, being 
frequently obliged to watch the greateft part of 
the night. It appears, likewife, that Ariofto was 
in his nature averfe to travelling, and had vifited 
few countries. 

DegU 



.J 
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Degli uomini fon varii gli appetiti, 
A chi piace là chiefa, a chi la fpada, 
A chi la patria, a chi gli ftrani liti. 

Chi vuol andare a torno, a torno vada. 

Vegga Inghilterra, Ungheria, Francia, e Spagna, 
A me piace habitar la mia contrada, 

Vift* ho' Tòfcana, Lombardia, Romania, 
Quel monte che divide, e quel che ferra 
Italia^ e un mare e l'altro che la bagna: 

Quefto mi bafta, il retto della terra. 
Senza mài pagar Tofte, andrò cercando 
Con .Tolomeo, fia *1 mondo in pace o in guemu 

É tutto iì mar Tenza far voti quando 
Lampeggi il ciel, ficuro in fulle carte 
Verro* più che fu i legni volteggiando. 

Various are men's purfuits: thefe feek renown 
In fièlds^ of death; thofe chufe the facred gownz 
Some quit their native for a foreign fhore : 
Let thofe, that wifh, unnumber'd realms explore^ 
To France, Hungary, Spain, and England roami^ 
"While Ì prefer a peaceful feat at home. 
I've view'd whate'er the Tufcan country yields. 
Fair Lombardy, arid wide Romania's fields : 
The hills, where thefe defend, and thefe divide 
Italians realms, and either furging tide 
That laves our coaft— the reft I can furvey 
In peace or \^ar— i-nor hoft nor captain pay ; 

With 
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With Ptolemy can fafcly trace the fcas. 

Nor need with vows and prayers the ftorms appeafe : 

Better on pidur*d charts fecurc to fail. 

Than in frail vcflels dare the treacherous gale ! 

Satire itr. 

The refufal of Ariofto to accompany the car- 
dinal, fo exafperated the prelate, that he, in a 
manner, withdrew his protedlion from him; 
which circumftance gave our Poet great uneafi- 
jiefs ; though it is thought that Hippolito might 
have taken him again into favour, but for the 
ill offices of fome malicious perfons, who had the 
addrefs to keep them at a diftance from each 
other. On this difference between the cardinal 
and him, Arioflo ftrongly dwells in his fatires. 

A me per eflfer ftato contumace 
Di non veder Agria ne Buda, 
Che (i ritoglia il fua già non mi fpiace. 

I murmur not, to think my patron's hand 
Refum'd the grace my fervice once obtained ; 
: Since I refused to quit Italia's fhores. 
To vifit Agria's • walls, and Buda's • towers. 

and afterwards : 

Che fenza fede e fcnza amor mi nome 
E che dimofVri con parole e cenni 
Ch' in odio, eh' in difpetto habbia il mio nome* 

• Two towns in Hungary. 

Still 
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•Still let him, at his will, my faith reprove. 
And tax mc ftill with breach of loyal love j . 
With every word and deed to all proclaim 
His fettled hatred of my haplefs name ! 

The only confolation Ludovico had, was the 
leading a retired life, which fuited his difpofition 
far more than the continual buftle of a court. 
He now applied himfelf, without interruption, 
to give every improvement to his Orlando 5 and, 
in the year 1521, publiflied another edition of 
it, with further corredtions. 

In the mean time, cardinal Hippolito died j 
and Ariofto, who for fifteen years had lived in a 
ftate of uneafy dependence, and had now reached 
the forty-fourth year of his age, was determined 
never more to be connedted with a court : but, 
being clofely perfuaded by his intimate friend 
Buonoventura Piftofolo, fecretary to Alphonfo, 
he engaged in the fervice of that prince, from 
whoni he met with a moft gracious and affec- 
tionate reception. 

Not long after, when Adrian II. fucceeded to 
the papal chair, Grafagnaha, a province on the 
Apennine, being torn to pieces by factions, aug- 
mented by the licentioufnefs into which the peo- 
ple had degenerated, from a total remiffnefs of 

government. 
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government, it was judged ncceflary to appoint 
a perfon, whofe prudence and authority might 
reduce them to a due fubjeftion. For this im* 
portant truft Ariofto was chofen, who, though 
very averfe to the journey, would not again 
hazard incurring the difplcafure of his patron. 

Ludovico continued three years in his nev^ 
government, in which he acquitted himfelf fo 
well, that he not only brought the people to a 
proper fenfe of their duty to their fovereign, but 
entirely gained their afFedtions to himfelf; and 
was highly applauded by the duke for his good 
fervices. An extraordinary inftancc is here 
given of the veneration paid to his character by 
all ranks and degrees of men : — At his firft 
coming to the government, having occafion one 
day to crofs a wood, with about fix horfe- 
men in his company, he was obliged to pafs 
through a number of armed men, who, from 
their appearance, gave him great caufe of fufpi- 
cion ; the country being, at that time, all round 
greatly infefted with robbers, the moft formida- 
ble of whom were headed by Dominic© Maroco 
and Filippo Pacchione. Ariofto had fcarcelygot 
clear of this troop, before-mentioned, when the 
captain demanded of one of the fervants, that 
happened to be behind the reft, who the ftranger 

was'x 



THE LIFE OF ARIOSTO. Ixxxi 

vras ; and being told it was Ludovica; Arioflo» 
he immediately ran to overtake him^ armed as 
he was. Ariofto, feeing him follow, flopped 
fliort, waiting with fome anxiety for the end of 
this affair. His purfucr, coming up^, faluted hina 
with great refpedl ; and, declaring that his nam? 
was Filippo PacchÌQne> begged pardon, that, 
not knowing him, he had fuffered hìmpop^fs, 
without paying the refped: due to hijB' fingular 
merit. , 

Mr. Baretti, in the preface to his. Italian Li- 
brary, relates this flory, with different circum- 
flances, in the following words ^ concluding 
with a refledion on the power of eloquence over 
iavage minds, very appofite to the fubjedt. 

** Among other flriking inflances of the peo- 
ple's veneration for hito, Arioflo had one of a 
very particular nature. The duke, his mafler, 
had fent him governor of Gi^fagnana, a pro- 
vince on the Apennine, whofe inhabitants, feiz- 
ing the opportunity of the general turbulences 
that were in Italy at that time, paid but little 
obedience to their fovereign. Arioflo took his 
refidence in a fortified caflle, from which it was 
imprudent to flep out without guards ; as the 
whole neighbourhood was fwarming with out- 
laws, fmugglers, and banditti, who, after com- 

Vol. It f mitting 
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mittiftg the ttioft enonhous exciffts all around, 
retired, for flielter agrfhfl juftke, amidft the 
rocks and cHfFs. Ariofto, ofte rtlorning, hap- 
j^ened to* take a wrflt withont the caftle, ift his 

' night-gown/ and, in a fit of thòogiit, forgot 
hitefelf (o ifhuch, that, ftcp after Aep, he found 
hiiiirelf Vtry faff from his habitation, and ftir- 
rouiidèd,^ott afiiddert, by a troop of thefe defpe- 
radoe^j Who' certainly would have ill-*ufed, and 
perhaps murdered him, had not his face been 
known, by one of the gang ; who informing his 

' comrades that this was Signor Ariofto, the chief 
of .the banditti addrefTed him with intrepid gal- 
lantry, and \old him, tliat fince he was the au- 
thor oi* the Orlando Furiofo, he might be fure 
none of the company would injure him ; but 
would fee him, on the contrary, fafe back to the 
caftle: and fo they did, entertaining him all 
along the way with the various excellencies they 
had difcovered in his poem, and befto\*^ing upon 
it the naoft i-aptqrous praifes. A very rare proof 
of the irrefiftible powers of poetry : and a noble 
comment on .the fables of Orpheus and Amphi- 
on, who drew wild beafts, and raiièd walls, with 
the enchanting found: of their lyfes.". , . ' 

While Ariofto continued in, ttxe/^overpnticiit 
of Grafaghana, Buonov^ntura Piftófola oftpn 

: propofed 
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proposed to him, by letter, to ^ as ambaflador 
from the duke to Clement VII. who had been 
à great patron of our poet; fetting before him 
the honours and advantages that would accfue 
from fuch an employ. But Ludovico gave little 
lieed to thefe folxcitations ; his mind being alto- 
gether detached from views of intereft or am- 
IntióTi. His genefal atifwer was, *' that he 
eftettihtd it better to enjoy a little in peace and 
tranquillity, than to feek after a great deal, with 
fatigue and anxiety." Some relate, that he had 
ft repugnance to live at a diftance from his 
cfountry, on account of a lady rcfiding at Ferrara, 
for whom he had conceived a violent paffion ; 
and, indeed, he plainly acknowledges this 
himfelf^ in his fourth Satire, to Annibale Ma- 
laguzzi. 

Parml vederti qui ridere e dire. 

Che non dfnòr di patri né di ftudi', 

Ma de donna ce cagion che non vogrirc. 

Libero t*el confcffo, or chiudi 

La bocca——— 

Methinks you fmile, and cry— *nor love of home. 
Nor ftudy makes your friend averfe to roam : 
But fome fair dame*— I own the guilt at large i 
Upbraid not him who triumphs in the charge. 

£ % The 
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The term of his government being expired, 
he returned to court, where, finding that the 
duke took great delight in theatrical reprefenta- 
tions, he applied himfelf to the drama; and, be* 
fides the Cafiaria and Suppofiti, he compofed La 
Lena, and II Negromante, in profe and verfe, 
and the Scolaftica in verfe; though the lafi: was 
left imperfedt by his death, and the fifth A£t 
added by his brother Gabriele. Of thefe come- 
dies, four were firft printed in profe, and after- 
wards turned into verfe. They were performed 
with univerfal applaufe, before many families of 
rank ; the aftors being generally perfons of 
conditio;! : infomuch, that when the Lena was 
firft aded, in 1528,. Signor Don Francifco of 
Efte, afterwards marquis of MaflTa, fpoke the 
prologue himfelf. 

A remarkable anecdote ia handed down, which 
fhews how entirely his mind was, in the early 
part of his life, abforbed by his favourite ftudies. 
His father having taken/ome oftcnce at the con- 
dudl of Ludovico, expoftulated with him, one 
day, with uncommon warmth ; to which his fon 
liftened without the leaft feeming notice, or re- 
turning any anfwer. Nicolo being gone, his 
brother Gabriele, who was with him, entered 
upon the fame fubjeft • to whom he gave fuch 

fatisfaftory 
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fatisfaiftory reafons, as entirely removed every 
obje<3:k)n that had been brought againfl: him. 
His brother then afking Mrhy he had not made 
ufe of the fame arguments to his father, he re- 
plied, thati at that time, he was confidering 
whether the fcene, which pafled between them, 
might not be of ufe to him in a comedy he was 
then writing, called the Caflariaj that he thought 
his father would ferve as an excellent model for 
an old man, whom he had introduced, on a like 
occafion, reproaching his fqn : concluding, that 
his thoughts were fo engrofled by the fiftion, 
that he had forgot the reality. 

Another anecdote is told, relative to thefe 
comedies,' which fhews how totally the attention 
of the people in Italy was taken up with the 
merits and reputation of the Orlando Furiofo. 
Ricoboni conceived a defign of exhibiting the 
Scolaftica of Ariofto on the ftage at Venice j and 
public notice being given of the reprefentation, 
the name of Ariofto drew together a prodigious 
concourfe of fpeftators. But it unfortunately 
happened, few of them knew that this Author 
had written comedies | and, before the Piece 
began, Ricoboni was informed, that they had 
a notion the Play was taken from th? Orlando ^ 
Furiofo ; and, when the performance came on, 

f 3 not 
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not, feeing AngeUca, Orlgaclo, ?r»4apafitj ^p4 
the other per6>nage9 of tji/eir favovritf j^f^tiirxi; 
they begap to cxprefs their (Jiflatisf^dlion 5 which 
increafed to fuch a d^gre?» th^t |liqo|>9PÌ wais 
obliged to drop t^e cur^in at the ?nd of the 
fourth aft *. 

Ariofto BOW appeared to lead a life of trjin- 

quillity ; which was the pipre agreeable to hjin, 

as he was not fo deeply engaged by the dijike, 

but that he had fufficient Ìeifi,ire to purfue his 

ftudies ; the fervice of Alphonfo being far niioro 

eafy than that of Hippolito, About th^s time 

he publifhed his Satires, befides thofe he had 

formerly written ; in the whole, to th/e ^luffiber 

of kvcn; till, being ag«n invply?4 in fa^toily 

difficulties, and harafl^d with law-fuits, hjj yiras 

obliged, for fpme time, t<? Igy ftfid? his comppfi^- 

tions. At laft, haying brought his affairs to 4 

happy ccifis, he purchaf?4 a piece of groufld 

oppofite the church of S^ 5?nedi(3:, wher^ h«5 

built' a pretty cooimpdipiis dwelling; which, 

fome fay, he was enabled to dp by ^p Hbcrality 

of the duke. He had a^gardpn adjoining to this 

houfe, the ufual fcene pf his poetical meditatjonis* 

Here he pafied the reipajinder of his life, as 

much as poifible fecluded from all pubUp em- 

^ployments. 

* See Rico30j^i. 

6 Jlaving 
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. .Having ^taiaod th? lixth ywr of.hi.».»g5, 1^9 
vas fcizcd, on tbe hft day but (one x)f:tl)e y^ar 
^Sih ^^*^ a li^g^i^g illnefs^ tbQugli fi)ff\Q % 
liiii ijlijefj firft c«rac vpp» him in <)^ober or 
November, about whfcji. tii»je tjjp. duc^ palaqi^ 
took firei wiiich accident confuflaed tb?- fu|)erb 
tl^catrc that had been built for the exhibition of 
his comedies } in the fame year he had fent h|$ 
Furxofo tp the prcft with his laft improvenaentSji 
corrcdled and enlarged as we no>y.have it. 

Some phyficians attributed the caufe of his 
malady to the <:uftom he had of eating faft, and 
chewing his victuals little, that occafioned an 
indigeflion ; the means they made ufe of to re- 
move this complaint, brought on a confumptioi^ 
which, in fpite of all the afliftance of medicine, 
at Isift put a period to his life, at Ferrara» on the 
6th of June, or, as others fay, on the 8th of 

Thus died Ludovico Ariofto, a man of un- 
common eminence, whether we confider him as 
à member of the republic of fociety,' or of the 
more extenfive world of literature : as the firft, 
he acquired the afFéélion and efleem of perfons 
of the higheft confideration ; he contracted the 
clofeft intimacy with the family of Medicis, and 

f 4 was 
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^as'b'clovcd by Leo X. the Auguftus of that 
age : as thè fccond, he was one of the few great 
poets who fee that reputation attend their works, 
during their life-time, which continued to be 
tranftnittèd down topofterity ; and perhaps few 
books have been fo often printed as the Orlando, 
which has pafled through upwards of eighty edi- 
tions, and not only been rendered into all the 
European languages, but is faid to have found 
its way into every part of the world ^. The 
uncommon popularity . of this author may be 
Further gathered from the numbers that have 
drawn their fubjeds from his original -f-, 

II Doni, an Italian writer, in a tegifter of the 
riianufcript works of feveral poets, has attributed 
two pieces to 'Ariofto, one called, Rinaldo 
Ardito; and the other. Il termine del 
Desiderio; neither of which appears to have 
been printed J. Befidcs the xlvi books of his^ 
Orlando Furioso, he left behind him five 
books on the fame ftory, which were firft printed 

* In the year 1756, a tranflation of tte Orlando Furiofo 
was made in Latin vcrfc by the Marquis Torquato Barbo- 
lani, a colonel of horfc in the emperor's fcrvice. 

^ See Quadrio, Lift of Romanzatori, continuators and 
imitators of Ariofto* 

J Mazzuchelli. 
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in addition to the original poem in the year 
1545, twelve years after Arioftp's death*. 

An elegant fonnet was written by Nicolo Eu- 
genico in his praife, which we (hall here give' 
«fee reader. 

Portò grafi temljo al iyiare altiero il corno 
Il Mincio, iefparfb le lue arerfe d'oro 
Mentre cìie'l padre de' Pierió Chbro 
Fece nel grembo fuo dolce fòggiórnò. 

Non men hor lieto, e d' egual'. fpogjie adorno 

* -'Va*! Po, fpargando il nuovo fuo teforo. 

P^oi che cantando in lui' cigno canoro ' 
Fa rifonac le ricche fponde intorno. • 
. L'un perche irriga Mantoa, donde ufcio 

• ! Qije eh* i fatti d'; Ene^ più che mortali 
. Con ftil divino a, tutto '1 mondo aprio. 

L'altro Ferrara, onde i concetti eguali 
Spiegò chi l'opre di Ruggicr fcoprio 
Monftrandole ad ogn'un chiare immortali. 

Long time had Mincius o'er his golden fand 
Roll'd. to the dift^nt fea in kingly pride; 

While the great father of the Mufes* band 
Held his fair dwelling near th' exulting tide. 

. * Among other produdions that took their rife from the 
poem of Ariofto, Mazzuchelli tells us, that, in 1530, thp 
whole poem was turned into a fpiritual fenfe, and that Giulio 
Cefare Croce, in 1607, formed from it another work, oh the 
Paffion, Death, and Refurredion of Chiift» 

8 Not 
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Kot Icfs elate, with equal honours crown'd, 

His treafure now triumphant Po can tell ; 
While, as our Swan his mufic pours around, 

Aloag ihe hwk» the notes fonorous fireiW 
Mincing to Ij^a^tua's wall his cyrrenc k^ds^ 
Whence rofc the bard, who blaz'd th* immortal deeda 

Of great -Eneas, in his deathlefs lays : 
Po bathes Ferrara, whence the poet fprun^ 
Whofe equal mufe Rogero's glories fuog. 

And o'er the world diffused his Uocal praife ! 

Several writers have affirmed^ that he waj fo- 

lemnly crowned with laurel by the viftorious 

Charles V, in the city of Mantua» io the year 

1532, for his ORLANDq Furioso; and this 

circumftance has been as pofitively denied by 

others. Mazzucbelli, in his Life of Ariofto» has 

confidered the arguments on both fides ; and ob- 

ferves, that the filence of thofe authors on the 

fubjcdt, who certainly would not havepafled over 

luch an event, may juftly render the whole fuf- 

pefted; that, among others, furely little attention 

can be paid to the authority of one writer "f, 

who relates that Ariofto had fcarcely received 

the lawfcl crown, when, tranfportcd with joy, 

and infpired, as it were, with a poetical frenzy, 

t Mincbcnlo» 

he 
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he ran tl^ough the city apparently as mad as his 
own Orlando, Forqari jfpcafcs of the corona- 
tion ; but Pigna and G^rafblp nwke no mcntioa 
of itt II Signore Dottorre .B^rptti thus examines 
the 'ibppofed fa<9:. ** Msyiy have doubted of the 
coronation by Charles, and writers, who fpeak 
of it, do not agree upon the time or place : fome 
fay that the ceremony was performed at Mantna, 
and others at Bologna : fqme, that it happened 
in 1530, and others,, in 1533; but, furely^ it 
could not be in 1530, as the complete edition of 
the paem, with the praifes of the emperor, was 
not publiflied till 1532. In a manufcript book, 
delivered down for the hand-writing of his fon 
Virginio, are thefe words : £ una baia cbefojje 
coronato. . Put, in a puWic inftruinfint between 
his fon Virginip and his brother, in October 
154?» we read as follows: Cum annis d^curfis 
animamegeritmagnificus et J1»aureatus jD. X«- 
dovicusAreoJlufj (^c. botbwhicb> the manulcript 
book and inftrument, are in my ppApifion. In 
a letter of GalafTo Ariofto it is faid, that Ariofto 
had fcarce pnblifhed the laft edition of bis work 
when he fell ill, and died after eight months* 
The publication w^s in Oftober 1532, and it is 
difficult to fuppofe that he could be crowded in 
November, the time mentioned. Yet the epi- 
taph, caufed to l?e engraved by his nephew's fon 

Ludovico, 
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Ludovico, fcts forth the coronation. If Pigna 
ahd Garafolo affirm that he fell ill in Decem- 
ber, it may be underftood that he then took to 
his bed ; and as to the medal of Ariofto crov^n'd^ 
nothing can be proved from that.** 

To this Mazzuchelli adds, that we may refer 
to the declaration of Franco, who aflerts that he 
was not crowned ; and concludes the argument, 
by oppofing to all thefe, the authority of the 
cxadt Apoftolo Zeno, who obferves, that Franco 
petulantly denies that Ariofto was crowned poet, - 
though, bcfides other teftimonies, we have the 
cxclufive privilege granted him by Charles V. 

I have thus laid before the reader the chief 
arguments on the fubjeél, that he may form his 
own opinion of a fad, which, upon the wholc> 
appears to me at leaft extremely doubtful ; and, 
indeed, the difficulty attending the proof of a 
matter, that muft have been of fuch notoriety, 
andfurely uppn public record, is to me a forcible 
prefumption'againft the fadl itfelf, fince we fee 
that the account of this kind of honour, which 
was two hundred years before conferred on the 
poet Petrarch, has been brought down to us 
without any equivocal circumftances. 



€€ 



The 



THE LIFE OF ARIOSTO. xciii 

'' The cuftom/' fays Dr. Burney*, *^ <^ 
crowning perfons who had diftinguiftied them- 
fclves in poetry and mufic, which was.almoft as 
ancient as the Arts thcmfelves, fubfifted till the 
reign of the emperor Theodofius, when the Ca- 
pitoline games» being regarded as remnants of 
fuperftition, were utterly aboliflied. It was not 
till near the time of Petrarch that poetry reco- 
vered its ancient luftre or importance, or was 
invefted with its former prerogatives." 

. It may not here be altogether foreign to my 
fubje<a, or unentertaining to the Englifti reader, 
whofe curiofity may probably be excited by the 
mention of fo extraordinary a ceremony, to give 
an account of this honour, which, as we have 
before mentioned, was bellowed on Petrarch; 
the particulars of which I fhall tranfqribe from 
the elegant Life of that poet, publiftied in the 
year 1775. 

** Orfo, count of Anguillara, was fenator of 
Rome, when Petrarch arrived there in the 
fpring of 1 341, and was to continue in office 
but a few weeks longer. The day of the cere- 
mony being fixed, the affembly was convoked 
early in the morning on Eafter-day, which hap- 

• See Hiftory of MuTic, vol. ii. page 329. 

pencd 
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pened to he very ierene and favourable to the 
{QÌtmmty. The trumpets founded » and the 
people^ t^g^t to view x cerextiony that had been 
difcontinaed for fo many years, ran in crowds to 
behold it. The ftreets were ftrewed with 
flower?^ and the windows filled with ladies 
àttfkà in the moft fumptnoos manner, who 
fprinkledas much perfumed waters on the poet» 
^g would ierve for a year in the kingdom cxf 
Spain. 

** Petrarch appeared at laft at the capitol, 
preceded by twelve young men in fcarlet habits. 
Thefe were chofen out of the firft families in 
Rome, and recited his verfes ; while he, adorned 
with the robe of ftafe which the king of Naples 
had given him, followed in the midft of fix of 
the principal citizens clothed iti gteen, with 
crowns of flowers on their heads ; after whom 
came the fenator, accompanied by the firft men 
of the council. When he was feated in his place, 
Petrarch made a fhort harangue upon a yerfe 
drawn from Virgil : after which, having cried 
three times, " Long live the people of Rome ! 
Long live the fenator ! God preferve them in 
liberty 1" he kneeled down before the fenator, 
who, after a (hort difcourfe, took from his head 
a crown of laurel, and put it upon Petrarch's, 

faying. 
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fyying, ^* ThU crowft Is the reward of merit." 
l^hfiti^ Petr«cb recited a fine fonaet on the heroes 
of Rome. This forniet is iu)t in his^ woarks- : 

^* The people iDhewed their joy and approba^ 
tion by loud and repeated fhoufs ; by clappii^g 
their hands, and crying out feveral times, **Lang 
flourifli the capitol ! Long live the poet !" Ste- 
fhtn Golo^iihS then fpoké; and, as he truly loved 
Petrarch, he gave him that praifc which comes 
from tfee heart. 

^* When the ceremony In the capitol was 
ended, Petrarch Was* candu<9:ed in pomp, with 
the fame retinue, to the church of St. Peter, 
whe^e, after a folechn mafs, and returning thanks 
to God for the honour he had received, he took 
off his crown to place it amxDng the ofiS^rings, 
and huirg it up on the arch of the temple. 



«€ 



The feme day thccotmt of Anguillaira h»l 
letters pajtent drawn up, by which the fenators, 
after a very flattering preface, declare Pettarch 
to have merited the: title of a great poet andhif- 
torian; aiad that at Rome, and in every other 
place, by the authorityof king Robert, the Ra- 
man fenate arid the people of Rome, he ihould 
have full liberty to read and comment on poetry 
and hiftory,. or on any of the works of the an- 
cients. 
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cicnts, and to publifh any of his own produc» 
lions, and to wear, on all folcmn occafions, the 
crown of laurel, beech or myrtle, and the poetic | 
drcfs. In fine, they declare him a citizen of 
Rome, with all the privileges thereof, as a re- 
ward for the afFedlion he has always cxpreffed 
for the city and republic. 

^* Petrarch was then brought to the palace of \ 
the Colonnas, where a magnificent feaft was 
prepared for him, at which were afTembled all 
the nobility and men of letters in Rome *." 

To return to Ariofto. The name of this; poet 
is flill held in that kind of veneration by his 
countrymen with which the Englifh confider 
their Shakefpeare. Antonio Zatta, in his edi- 
tion of Ariofto's works of 1772, relates that a 
chair and ink-ftandifh, which, according to tra- 
dition, belonged to Ariofto, were then in the 
pofTefEon of II Sighor Dottore Giovanni Andrea 
Barotti at Ferrara, apd that a fpecimen of his 
hand- writing was preferved in the public libra- 
ry of that city. The republic of Venice did 
him the honpur to cauife his pifture to be 
painted, and hung up with the fenators and 
other illuftrious men in the great Council Halli 
which was afterwards deftroyed by fire. 

* Life of Petrarch, voU u page 237. ^ 

. It 
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It appears, hoWévét, that Ariofto did not fi-* 
hally recefS^e from his ptofcffed patrons thofc re- 
wards, or obtaìà that eftabliflinieiit, to \<rhich 
he thought his merits had entitled him* Proba» 
bly his government of Grafagnana added more 
to his reputation than his fortune ; and, from 
what he faysin feveral parts of his Satires, be 
was by no means latisfied with his patrons of 
Ferrara. Nothing particular is recorded of the 
benefadtions of the cardinal to him, before be 
incurred the difpleafure of that prelate* The 
duke, indeed, gave him two afiignments on cer- 
tain gabels or taxes, the firft of which ceafed 
with the abolition of the tax j and the feconda 
which produced him only twenty-five crowns 
every fourth months coUeded, as he lays him- 
felf, with great trouble, was conteftcd and with- 
lield from him during the wars of Lombardy j 
and fome fay, thati the cardinal, upon withdraw-* 
ing his patronage, deprived him of this flender 
advantage, Ariofio himfelf feems to impute 
his lofs to the duke, and fpeaks thus on the 
fubje£t> in his fatire addreffed to A* M. Sigif* 
mundo Malaguz2i. 

Tu dei faper, che la mia VógìU avafà 
Unqua non fu j -ch'io folca ftar coateftto 
De lo ftipendió, che traca in Ferrara* 
VoL.I. g Mil 
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. Ma ripa fai forfè j come ufci poi IcBto 
Succedendo la guercaj e come volfc 
lì duca che reftaflc in tutto fpento. 

; - 5atH*e IV, 

Thou know*Ìl 1 ne*cr was tutor*d wealth to crave. 
Content with what Ferrara's patrons gave, 

Th' allotted ftipend ^but thou'rt yet to know, 

•Succeeding wars had made the ftipend low. 

At length (fo wiU*d the duke) the gain decreased 

To left from little, till the whole had ceas*d. 

Such were the great advantages which he de- 
rived from thofe in whofe fervice he had en- 
gaged, and whofe names he had imm^ortalized 
by his mufe. ^ 

Two medals arc faid to have been ftruck,^ 
bath bearing his effigies, but the devices differ- 
ent: on the firft was figured a ferpent, over 
which Was fofpended a hand, with a pair of 
flicars ready to cut off the iiead or fting ; and 
the other reprefcnting a bee -hive, where the 
bces' are driven frofm their habitation with fire 
and fmoke, that the countrytnan may pofTefs 
himfelf of their honey, Thq ipotto of both thefe 
medals was pk-o' BOiwo malum. Spmcaffirm, 
that thefe devices were xf^ ^Awftp'is .iavention : 
9 :. *. . th^ 
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the èrfl: to exprefs the nature of his detradors ; 
and the feconda to fhew that, inftead of honours 
and rewards for his labours, he met only with 
feoff and derifion; alluding to the reception gi véri 
his Orlando by the cardinal, who, having pe-* 
rufed it, afked him, with the moil taftelefs in-» 
difference, where he had colleéted fp^maoy fool* 
cries. Every reader of fine tafte,. with which 
fine feeling is infeparablc, will form fome idea 
of the poet's thoughts at that time ; and may 
recolledt the like illiberal refleftion of the ftatef- 
man Burleigh, on Queen Elizabeth's bounty to 
our own Spenfer, All this for a fong ! 

Dolce relates, that he caufed the device of 
the ferpent to be prefixed to the fecowd edition 
of his poem; but that in the third he changed 
it to the bee-hive. In an edition of the Orla^ndo, 
printed at Bologna in 1540, is a device in the 
title-page of two ferpents, with a hand and 
{hears ; the tongue of one of thcfe Icrpcnts i^ 
cut out, with this motto round them : Dilex- 

ISTI MALITIAM SUPER BENIGNITATEM» 

With refpeft to Pope Leo X. the acknow- 
ledged patron of literature and arts, whom Fpr- 
nari calls particularly liberal to poets, and by 
whom he relates that Ariofto was highly 
cftcemed, he is faid to have made him a prefent 
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of fomc hundred crowns for the profecution 
of his work, though Ariofto himfelf is filcnt 
upon that head ; and yet in the verfes puhlifhed 
by Gabriele Simeoni, in his Satire upon Avarice, 
arc thefe lines : 

Succefle a luì Leon poi lume e fpecchio 
De cortcfia, che fu la cagion prime. 
Che aF Arioflo ancor porgiamo orecchio. 

Leo to him fuccccds, in whom we find 
The light and mirror of a courteous mind : 
To him we owe, that now, in tuneful ftrains, 
J Great Ariofto's page our car detains. 

And in the margin is this note: ** Leo X. 
** gave Ariofto feveral hundred crowns to com-^ 
plcte his work." 



et 



Upon the exaltation of Leo X, to the papal 
chair, he paid a vifit to that pontiff, with great 
expeótations of advantage, as appears from his 
viith fatire. The Pope gave him a very gra- 
cious reception, and gave him a grant of half 
the profits of a certain bull, the amount of 
which is altogether unknown ; and poffibly the 
fum arifing from this may be the donation 
meant by Siniconc. It is however certain, that 

he 
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he left Rome diffatisfied in his expedtation : he 
declares that Fortune, when (he raifes men to 
dignities^ dips them in Lethe : at the faipe time 
he bears teftimony to the /Pope^s honourable re.» 
ception of him. 

Teilimonio fon io di quel ch*io ferivo, 
CWìb noi 'ho ritrovato» quando il piede. 
Gli bàccia prima, di memoria privo. 

Piegalfi a me de la beata fede. 
La mano e poi le gote ambi mi preft, 
£'1 fanto baccio in amendue mi di^de* 

Pe meza quella bolla anco cortefe 
Mi fi), de la qual ora il mio Bibiena 
£fpedito m' ha il refto a le mie fpefe. 

Sat. iii. 

This well I know, this truth can well atteft. 
When with my lips his reverend foot I prcfs'd. 
He feem'd not mindlcfs of his grace dcflgn'd. 
But lowly from his bkflcd feat declined : 
My hand he gracious took on either fide i 
He to my cheek a holy kifs apply'd j 
And more— he gave ipe half the bull to ihare, 
Confign'd me, at my coft, by Bibicna's care. 

But it feems that Anoftp had raifed his thoughts 
to fome gireat ecclefiaftical preferment j on which 

g 3 occafion 
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opcafipq Signor Ro)li obferve^^ that one reafbn 
Yfhy he was hot preferred was, that he was dc-t 
yote4 to Alphonfp of Ferrara, whorn the Pope 
hated, and therefore could not give our author a 
cardinal's hat. Leo died in 1521, fix y^ars after 
the firft publication^ and the year in which 
Arioflo publiihed the third edition of his poein. 
Perhaps had he lived Iqnger^the poet might have 
pxperienced further niarH& of his generoftty* 

A very extraordinary pircumftance is related, 
^nd has been received as truth by fome, that 
pope Leo X. exerted the authority and influencQ 
of his apoftolic pharadter in pronioting the fuc- 
cefs of Ariofto*s poem ; and that he went fo far 
as topublifli a bull ihfavour" pf the Orlando Fu-? 
riofo, denouncing the cenfure of excommunica- 
tion on a.11 thofe who Ihould j)refqnae to. find 
fault with that performance. Bayle^ in his arti- 
cle of Leo X. gravely propagates the ftory in 
thele words : *^ Etoit ce girder le decorimi de la 
papautè que d'expedier une bulle fi favorable 
aux poefies 4^ TAriofte^^ Hippolite en jugea 
très bien, quand il dit, 'D'òù avez-vpus pris tant 
de fa'daìfeS. Lep fut plus delDonnaìre en metìa- 
9ant d'otcbmm'dìiicatidn cèux qui les blameroi- 
ent ou empecheroient le prpfit de Timprimcur.''^ 
This matter was' very likely, to be caught up by 

' '-' ^" ' VoMi^^' 
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Voltaire, who accordingTy alludes to if, wltK 
his ufual gaiety, ia hià laft opinion given of 
Ariofto *. 

Upon a clofe enquiry it will perhaps appear, 
that there was no other foundation for this ftory 
than a diploma or licence granted by Leo For the 
iale of the work ; and' this merely from his zu^ 
thority as a temporal prince, in the fame mià-^ 
jier as patents or privileges are grar^fed in otherl 
* l^atipns by iJieir x^peà-ivc fovereigns. • ' * 

We learn from Fontanini, that to the third 
edition of Ariofto's poem in 1521, publiftied at 
Ferrara^ wai adlplocaa of Leo X, for printing 
i^c wprk (privatiya della Aampa), written b^ 
fCSU-dinal Jacobo Sadoletto, Secretary of the Briefs f 
and that other diplomas of the fame; nature were 
granted tp Ariofto by the king of France, by thè 
Venetians, by the Floreatines, by the Gcnoefej- 
and other powers. Apofloio Z^no rdates thttt 
he had feen a fourth edition, which had once 
been in the pofleflion of Peter Aretine, in' tftc 
blank leaf of which were feveral poetical pieces^ 
\yy that poet ; and that in thp begiijning w^^ .^^, 
diploma of Clement yj][. ijyriftfn ,>y PaUadWv 
jBloflTio^ Secretary of the Briefs, dated Janosv^t 

* Sec preface, page 29. 

g 4 . ?532f 
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1533, which grants to Ajrioilo the privilege of* 
printings publiihing, and vending his Orlando 
Furiofo, with any additions or corredlions ; />»• 
f rimere J corrigere^ etfuppkre^ et in melius reform 
mare. 

In the college library at Winchcftcr is an old 
edition of a Greek Pindar, printed at Rome in 
151 5i the year in which Ariofto's work was firft 
publifhed, with a diplopia or privilege of Leo X^ 
in the title-^pagc * ; and in 151 3 a patent for 
printing maffcs, fet to mufic, was granted by the 
fame pope to Ottavio Petruccio, 

After what has been faid, I believe there can 
. be little reafon to doubt but that this pretended 
Ijull of Leo was nothing more than a common 
liccrrcc to a book, granted in the cuftomary 
forms ; which circumftance appears to have been 
violently exaggerated, from the religious fury of 
the times, to c^ an odfum on th$ papal au- 

,* . Imprcffi Roni^ pef Zachariam Calergi Cretenfem, 
p^rmifiu S. Df N. Leonis X. Pont. Max. ea ètiam condì* 
tione, ut nequis alius per quinquennium ho8 imprimere aut 
vènìtrtdare Libros poffit; utque qui fecus fecerit, is ab uni- 
vèfAi Dei Ecclefia, totp òr\>p terrarum, expers excommunica<9 
tfvf^uciccQfcatiir. 

tbority 
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thorlty in general, and on Leo in particular; 
and has fince been received without examina^ 
tion. 

The general charadler and qualities of Ariofto 
may be, in fome fort, gathered from the fore- 
going narrative, to which his Italian biographers 
have added the following particulars. 

In his converfation he was modcft and affable 
to every body, demeaning himfelf in fuch a man- 
ner, as if altogether unconfcious of that great 
fuperiority which nature had given him : he was 
qlofe in argument, and ready in repartees ; but 
was feldoiii obferved to laugh more than became 
tlie dignity of a philofopher : yet, though his 
temper was rather inclined to melancholy^ which 
is. perhaps the nature of every great genius, he 
was very renjotc from a rigid difpofition ; being 
particularly open and fprightly in his converfa- 
tion with viromen, by whom his company was 
ijiuch coyeted. He was an avowed enemy to 
ceremony, though always ready to pay due re- 
fptO. to place and rank. He abhorred all thofe 
dignities that could only be acquired by fervi- 
lity : he was a fincere lover of his country, loyal 
to his prince, and fteady in his friendfliips. In 
}U$ di^t h? w^s abi^emious^ making only one meal 

a day. 
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a day» and that generally towards the eveniQg i 
and w^ neither ciirioM for variety or delicacies, 
being indeed a contemner of luxury in general, 

. Io rjon ho molto gufto di vivande, 

Chf5 fcalco fia, fui dc^no effcr* al mondo^ 
Quando vivevan gli buomini di ghiande» 

I little heed what pjenteous wealth affords. 
Where coftly dainties pile luxurious boards : 
Well had I liv'd, when man, to hardfliip bred. 
In early times on fimpje acorns fed ! 

Sat. ii. 

While he was eompofing his Orlando, he woul4 
frequently rife in the middle of the night, and 
caufe his fervant Gianni to bring him pen, 
ink, and paper, when he wrote down what had 
immediately occurred to his imagination, which 
in the day he comn>unicated to his friepds. 

His integrity was incorruptible;, as appears by 
what he fays to his brpther Galaflb of the 0I4 
man, who being poffeiTed of great wealth, waa 
fearful of being poifoned by his relations, an4 
therefore would trwft himfclf in no hands but 
Ariofto, . " 
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His ^Lfft&ion^ » a fon and brother^ is feen 
from the care he took of his family, after the 
death of his father : cpncerning hi$ mother, he 
thus tenderly expreflcs himfelf : 

L'eta di noftra madrc^mi percotc 

Di pietà il core, che da tutti a un tratto 
Senz' infamia lafciata cflcr non puotc. 

I view my mother's age with pitying eye. 
That draws my foul by every tender tie : 
Shall (he be left by all ! forbid it Ihame, 
And every duty to a parent's name ! 

Sat. ÌU 

He took great delight in building, but was 
an OBconomift in his expences that way, A friend 
once expreffing an aftonilhment, that he, who 
had defcriSed fuch magnificent edifices in his 
poem, (hpald be contented with fo poor a dwel- 
Jing; Arioftoanfwcred^very aptly, that *' words 
** were much eafier put together than bricks ^" 
Sind leading him to the door of his houfe, pointed 
to this di'ftich which he had caufed to be en-* 

graved on the portico : 
^ '•.*»■ ' ' « 

Parva, fed apta ttiihi, ^d nulli obnoxia, fed non 
^g|ndìda« pBÌtat[ieQ Jed tamen acre domus. 

. Small 
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Small is my humble roof, but well dcGgn'd 
To fuit the temper of the maftcr's mind ; 
Hurtful to none, it boafts a decent pride. 
That my poor purfe the modeft coft fupply'd, 

Notwithftanding what has been mentioned of 
his perfdnal brayery in the engagement between 
the pope's velTels and the duke's, he is reported 
to have Seen naturally of a timid difpofition ; 
when on horfeback, he would alight on the leafl 
appearance qf danger : he was particularly timo- 
rous on the water ; and when he went out of a 
veflel, would always ftay till the laft, frequently 
ufingthis expreffion, de puppe novijfimus exi: 
in every other refpea his temper was firm and| 
unruffled./ 

His fon Virginio has left behind him the fol- 
lowing particulars relative to his father, which 
\ye will infert in his own words ; as the leaft 
matter of information muft gratify curigfity iq 
the life pf fo extraordinary a man, 

*^ He was never fatisfied with his vcrfes, but 
continually altering them. He yr^s very fond of 
gardening, but fo frequently varying his defign, 
that he never fuffcred^aay piantato rcnùin above 
three months; atthe £ané.tim&he:kDpW littld 
qf botany, I remember, that once imagining he 

bad 
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liad planted capers^ he was highly pleafed to fee 
them thrive fo well; till at laft,inftcad of capers^ 
he found that he had planted elder. Of authors 
he highly approved Virgil and Tibujlusj he 
greatly extolled Horace, but thought little of 
Propertius. 

*' He made no diflin<flion in his food, but al- 
ways eat of that which was next him, and often 
eat a fmall loaf or roll after he had dined. He 
was in general fo loft in meditation, that he at- 
tended little to what pafled. It fo happened that 
a ftranger once came to vifit him at his dinner- 
time, and while his gueft was talking, Ariofto 
eat the meat that was fet before him ; for which 
being afterwards reproved by his brother, he 
Only coolly replied, '' That the lofs was the 
Granger's, and that he ought to have taken 
care of himfelf." 

Sir John Harrington has given the following 
anecdote of Ariofto, for which he has not men* 
tioned his authority, and which does not appear 
in any of the biographers or commentators con- 
fulted in writing this life. Take the relation in 
Sir John's own words. 

** As he himfelf could pronounce very well, 
ib it was a great penance to him to hear others 

pronounce 
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2>rofìòtti!ce ill that which himfelf had wtitfcrt 
ciccelkM wdL Infomuch as they tell of himi 
how coming one day by a pottcVs fhop that had 
many eartheii vefTels ready made to fell on his 
Èàìl, the potter fortttned^ at that time, to fing 
fome ftave or other out of Orlando Furiofo, I- 
think where Rinaldo requeileth bis horfe to tarry 
for him, in the firft book, the 32d ftanza— 

Ferma, Baiardo, mio, deh, ferma il piede 
Che Teffer fenza de troppo mi nuoce. 

Stay, my Bayardo, ftay !— thy flight reftrain ; 
Mtich has thy want to-day perplexed thy lord. 

or fome fuch grave matter fit for a potter; 
but he plotted the verfes out fo ill-favouredly 
(as might well bcfeem his dirty occupation), that 
Ariofto being, or at leaft piaking femblance to 
be, in a great rage withal, with a little walking 
flick he had in his hand, brake divers of the 
pots : the poor potter, put quite befide hf s fong, 
and almoft befide himfelf, to fee his market half 
marred before it was a quarter done, in a piti- 
ful tone or manner, between railingand whining, 
»fked. What he meant to wrong a poor man that 
had never done him injury in all his life ? Yes, 
varlct ! quoth Ariofto, I am yet fcarce even witb 

thee 
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thee for the wrong thou haft doae me here be- 
fore tpy face ; for I have broken but half a do- 
zen bafe pots of^ thinei that are not worth fo 
many half pence ; but thou haft broken and 
mangled a fine ftanza of mine^ worth a mark of 
gold*/' 

A ftory of the fame kind has been likewifc 
told of Campens ; and Mr. Mickle obferves, that 
** both thefe filly tales are borrowed from Plu- 
tarch's Life of Arcefilaus, where the fame dull 
humour is told of Philoxcnus* He heard fome 
brickmakers miftune one of his fongs, and, in 
return, deftroyfed a number of their bricks -f/* 

He was of an amorous conftitution, and very 
apt to receive impreflions from every beautiful 
object ; violent in his attachments, impatient of 
a riv^l 5 but in his amours he was difcrcet, cau- 
tious, and fecret. It has been faid that he might 
poflibly allude to this by the fculpture of his ink- 
ftandilh, oa the top of which was a Cupid, with 
his fore-finger placed on his lip, as an emblem 
of fiknce« This difpofition to .gallantry^ which 
he. retained to thelaft year of his life, is con-^ 
firmed by many parts of his writings • 

;* Sir John Harrington's Life of Arlofto. 
t Mickle's Life pf Camoens, 

Pcnfi, 
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Penfi^ chi vuol> ch'el tempo i Ucci fciogli^ 
, Che amòre anoda^ e che ci dofrcm* anco^ 

Nomando qucfta leve e bafiii voglia ; 
Ch'io per me voglio al capei nero e bianco. 

Amare, ed cfortar che Tempre s'ami, 

E fé in me tal voler dee venir manco ; 

Spezzi or la parca ali mia vita i ftami. 

There arc who think, that time, with ftealing hand^ 
Diffolves the knot of Cupid's tender, band 5 . . 
That frozen age ill fuits with amorous fire. 
When wifdom bids us fcorn each frail defire t 
For me, let graceful ringlets deck my head. 
Or hoary fnows my wrinkled temples fpread 1 
Still muft I love — ftill woo the melting danie. 
Exhorting all to love — but when the flame 
Is quite extinft, the fillers fatal fhcars 
May cut my thready and end my ufelefs years* 

Elegy XYé 

The names of the women, whom he loved, 
do riot appear to be mentioned^ except onò 
whom he is faid to be ftrongly attached to, of 
the name of Geneura, to whoih he is fuppofed 
to allude in this Sonnet. - . • - 

•Quer 
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Quel' arbofcel, che in le folinghe rive 
. Air aria fpiega i rami oridi et irti, 
E d'odor vfhce i pin gli abeti e i mirti, 
E lieto e verde al caldo e al ghiaccio vive, 

Jl nome ha di colei che mi prefcrive 
Termine e leggi a' travagliati fpirti. 
Da cui feguir non potrian' fcille e Urti 
Ritarmi, o le brumali ore o Teftive. 

E fé begnigno influffo di pianeta. 
Lunghe vigilie od amorofi fproni 
Son per condurmi ad onorata meta ; 

Non voglio, ó Febo, o Bacco, mi perdoni, 
Che lor frondi mi moftrino poeta j 

Ma che un Ginebro fia che mi coroni, 

Ypn tree, that near the rivulet's pleafing fcene. 

Than pines or myrtles Tweeter fcents the gale, 
Whpfe boughs, for ever gay, for ever green. 

Nor droop in fummer, nor in winter fail. 
Bears her dear name *, whofe beauties fill my heart. 

And o'er my fenfes boundlefs fway maintain j 
From whom no change can force mc to depart. 

While fortune ftiifts her vary 'd face in vain I 

f Ginehrey or Genuroy the juniper-tree ; which, by the li- 
berty the Italians giye themfelves, may be fuppofed tp ftand 
for Geneura* 

-Vol, I. J^ ?hoyl4 
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Should fome fair planer, from benignant fkies, 
Befriend a lover's cares, a lover's fighs. 

And kindly lead him to the goal defign'd, 
Tho' haply Phoebus chide, or Bacchus frown. 
Their flighted leaves fhall ne'er my temples crown. 

But this lov'd tree my happy brows Ihall bind* 

Sonnet vii. 

In his early life he contraóted an intimacy 
with a noble Florentine, called Nicolo Vefpucci, 
whom he accompanied into Florence in 151 3^ 
being then thirty- nine years old, to perfetì: 
himfelf in the Tufcan dialedl, 'and to be prefent 
at the magnificent ceremony ufed at the feaft of 
St. Baptift : here he fell violently in love with 
a kinfwoman of .Vefpncci, whom he found pre- 
paring a drcfs of filver embroidered with purple, 
for her fons to appear in at the joufls. Ariofto, 
who was then deeply engaged in writing his 
poem, is fuppofed, from this circumftance, to 
have taken the idea of that beautiful fimile in 
the twenty-fourth book, when he defcribes the 
wound received by Zerbino from the hand of 
Mandricardo. 

Le lucide arme il caldo fangue irriga. 
Pen fin al pie di rubiconda riga. 
Cofi tal hora, un bel purpureo naftrp 
Ho veduto partir tela d'argento. 

Da 
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Da quella bianca man- più eh' alabaftro 
Da cui partir il cor fpeiSb mi fcnto. 

The warm blood iffu'd with a crimfon tide. 
And, trickling down, his Ihining armour dy'd : 
So have I feen a purple floweret fpread. 
And ftain the filver veft with blulhing red ; 
Wrought by her fnowy hand with matchlefs art. 
That hand, whofe whitenefs oft has pierc'd my heart. 

It has been the opinion of fome, that, he was 
privately married, but tha£ he was obliged to 
keep it feeret for fear of forfeiting fome church 
benefices which he enjoyed : fome go fo far as 
to fay, tbat his wife's name was Alexandra, and 
that he alludes to her in thefe lines. OrL Fur. 
B. XX. 

Aleflandra gentil ch'umida avea, 
Per la pietà del giovanetto i rai. 

Fair Alexandra, in whofe gentle eyes, 
TearS; for the youth, in fweet compaffion rife. 

Concerning the perfon of Ariofto, he was ra- 
ther above the common fize ; of a countenance 
generally grave and contemplative, as appears 
from the admirable piélure painted by Titian : 
his head was partly bald ,• his hair black and. 
purlinrg; his forehead high; his eye-brows 

h Z , jraife^i 



■il^*«M^CfSt^k^<<^'~^ ' 



cxvi THÈ LIFE OF A&IOSTa 

raifed j his eyes black and fparkling ; his noie 
large and aquiline ^ his lips well formed ; his 
teeth even and white ; his cheeks rather thin, 
and his complexion inclininfg to the olive : he 
was well made, except that his fhoolders were^ 
fomewhat large^ which made him appear to 
ftoop a little : his walk was flow and deliberate^ 
as indeed were his adlions in general. 

Ariofto left behind him two fons by Alexan- 
dra, who were always confidered illegitimate ; 
Virginio before named, and J. Baptifta; the 
firft of whom being brought up under his father, 
who took great pains to inftruét him, was made 
a canon of the houfe of Ferrara, and Ariofto rew 
iigned a great part of his benefices to him : the 
latter went very young into the army, and hav- 
ing acquired confiderable reputation as a foldier, 
returned to Ferrara a little while before Ariofta s 
death, and died himfelf an officer in the duke's 
fervice. 

Ariofto is reported to have met his diflblutioft 
with the utmoft compofure> and to have told 
fome of his friends, who were prefent at his laft 
mome-nts, that he left the world without the 
leaft reluftance ; and the more fo, becaufe, as he 
believed that in another ftate men would know 
each other, he was impatient to meet again fb 
many friends that had gone before him. 

i He 
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He was iaterrcd in the church of Saint Bene- 
dia, under a plain monument, which was af- 
terwards enriched with a number of infcriptions 
in the Greek, Latin, and Tufcan languages ^ 
the greateft wits contending to celebrate his 
memory. 

Ariofto, among his other Latin pieces, left 
the following epitaph written for himfelf ; but 
which an Italian writer of his life fuppofcs to 
have been confidered as too ludicrous to be 
made ufe of upon the occafion : 

" LUDOVICI ARIOSTI humantur offa 

«^ Sub hoc marmore, vcl fub hoc humo, feu 

" Sub quicquid voluit bcnignus hseres, 

" Sive hserede benignior comes, feu ^ 

" Opportunius incidens viator j 

*^ Nam fcire haud potuit futura, fed nee 

" Tanti erat vacuum fibi cadaver, 

" Ut urnam cuperet parare vivens i 

" Vivens ifta tamen fibi paravit, 

^^ Quae infcribi voluit fuo fepulchro, 

«* Olim fi quod haberet h fepulchrum*/* 

The 

^ The bones of Ludovico Ariofto are buried under this 
marble, under this turf, or under whatever pleafes his boun- 
tiful heir, or perhaps more bountiful friend ; or ftranger, 
who fhall take this charge upon him : he could not look into 
the future, but-ws^s not felicitous, while living, to prepare 

an 
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. The falfe thought on which the whole point 
of this epitaph turns, has been lately juftly ex- 
pofed in an obiervation on a fimilar one written 
by Pope for himfelf : 

Under this ftonc, or under this fiU^ 
Or under this turf, &c» 

^^ When a man is once buried, the qucftion un- 
der what he is buried, is eafily decided. He forgot 
that though he wrote the epitaph in a ftate of un- 
certainty, yet it could not be laid over him till his 
grave was made */* 

The death of Ariofto was lamented by every 
good man; and the monks of St. Benedid:, con- 
trary to their ufual cuftom, attended his body 
to the grave : and fo great was their veneration 
of his name, that they would, by no means, 
confent that his bones fhould be afterwards re- 
moved to a chapel or fepulchre erected for him 
by his fon Virginio, in the garden belonging to 
his houfe j which was afterwards deftroyed by an 
ignorant builder, without the concurrence, anc^ 
to the great mortification, of the owners of the 

an urn for his remains} yet, while living, he prepared theft 
lines to be infcribcd on his tomb, if fuch a tomb (hould eve? 
be obtained. 

» Dr, Johnfon's Preface to Pope's Works. 

dwelling. 
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dwelling. However, many years after. Signor 
Agoftino Molli, who had a fincere regard for 
the memory of Ariofto, having been early ini- 
tiated by him in the knowledge of polite letters, 
and who was concerned that fo great a man 
Ihould want a monument worthy of him> re« 
folved to build one that fhould be anfwerablc to 
the veneration he had for his many virtues. He 
therefore caufcd a marble fepulchre to be ereded 
at his own expence in the fame church of St. 
Benedidt, adorned with proper emblems, and a 
fine ftatue of Ariofto ; and to fhow the zeal with 
which he paid this laft duty to his mailer, he 
depofited, with his own hands, the bones of thi^ 
illuftrious poet in their new fepulchre, with the 
following infcription, and the annexed verier 
compofed by Lorenzo Frizoli. 

« D. O. M. 

« LUDOVICO ARROSTO, Poetae Patricio 
<« Ferrarrenfi, Auguftinus Muftus tanto Viro, ac de 
** fé bene mcrenti, tumulum et effigiem marmor^ 
« aere proprio P. C. Anno Salutis MDLXXXIIL 
♦^ VIII . Idus Junii, Alphonfo IL Duce; Vixit Apu* 
'^ LXX- Obiit Ann. .Salut. MDXXXXU. Wu» 

" Junii. , - ^ ' :. . / :> 
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*' Hie Areoftus eft fitus, qui comica 
*' Aures thcatris parfit urbanes falc, 
^* Satyraque mores ftrinxit acer improbus, 
*' Hcroa cultus qui furcntcm carmine 
** Ducumque curas cccinit, atque pr«lia 
*• Vatcs corona dignus unus triplici, 
^* Cui trina conftant, quse fuere vati bus 
♦^ Graiis, Latinis, vixque Etrufcis, fingula." 

But in the year 1612 a new and more mag* 
nificent monument was eredled for him by his 
nephew's fon Ludovico Ariofto, with the effigies 
of the poet, and two ftatues reprefenting Glory 
and Poetry : to this his bones were removed, for 
the third time. This monument is flill to be 
feen in the church of the Benediélines at Fey-^ 
rara, with the following infcription. 

«^ D. O- M, ^- 

*^ Ter illi maximo, atque ore 'f omnium celebcr- 
** rimo vati, a Carolo V. coronato, nobilitate ge- 
•' ncris, atque animi claro, in rebus publicis 
*^ admioiftrandis, in regendis publicis, in graviflì- 
** mis ad fummos Pontifices legationibus, pruden- 
«« tia, confilio, eloquentia, pr»ftantiffimo, Ludo- 
** vious Areoftus pronepos, ne quid domefticae pie- 
«* tati, ad tanti viri gloriam cumulandam, defuiflc 
• • ' . ^^ videri 



GENERAL VIEW 

O F 

BOYARDO's STORY, 

AS CONNECtBD WiTll 

A R I O S T O* 

CHARLEMAIN, having proclaimed a fo* 
lemn feafl and tournament in Paris^ at 
which were prefent many foreign princes and 
knights from various parts of the world, as well 
Pagan as Chriftian»' on a certain day, when all 
the nobles and ilrangers were afTembled, an un^ 
known knight and lady entered the hall^ at** 
tended by four giants of a dreadful ftature. The 
lady, whofe perfonal charms - dazzled all the 
fpe&ators, addreiTed herfelf to the emperor ; and 
begging an audience, told him, that her name 
was Angelica; that flie was come with her bro* 
tber Uberto, from a diflant kingdom, attraded 
by the fame of the magnificence of his court; 
that her brother, who earneftly defired to prove 
his valour with the warriors then prefent> was 
Vol* I. i . ready 
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ready to meet any of them in the field, whether 
Saracen or Chriftian, upon condition, that who- 
ever was unhorfed by him, fliould immediately 
become his prifoner; but that if he himfelf 
fhould be overthrown, he promifed to depart 
with his giants, and leave his fiftec as the prize 
of the conqueror : fhe concluded with faying, 
that her brother would expedt them at his pavi- 
lion without the city. 

The lady, having received a gracious anfwer, 
retired with her company, while every knight^ 
captivated with her charms, felt the utmoft im- 
patience to enter the lift with the ftranger : but 
above the reft, Orlando, whofe eyes had been 
rivetted oa fo beautiful an objedt, confefled the 
poifon of love, though he ftudioufly endea- 
voured to conceal his inward emotions : even 
Namus could not refift the power of fuch per- 
fedions ; nor was Charlemain himfelf wholly 
exempted from the general contagion. 

In the mean time Malagigi, a coufin to Ri- 
naldo, who viras deeply (killed in magic, fufpeét- 
ing that the uocommon vifit of thefe ftrangers 
foreboded .no ;good to the Chriftians, had re- 
courfe to his art; and upon conful ting his fpirits^ 
received intelligence, that the lady was daughter 
tp Galaphron, king of Cathay -^ that the knight 
6" her 
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her brother was not called Uberto,' but* Argalia; 
that the king their father, to efFed: à great de- 
. fign which he meditated^ had procured for his 
fon a fuit of enchanted armour, a golden lance 
of filch hidden virtue, that the leaft touch of it 
would difmount the ftouteft warrior, and a horfe 
of incomparable fWiftnefs : to thefe gifts he 
added a ring of fuch wonderful efficacy, that 
being conveyed into the mouth, it made the 
perfon invifible, and, being worn upon the fin- 
ger, had the power to frufirate all encharit- 
inents : but that the king confided chiefly in the 
beauty of his daughter, not doubting but her 
charms would fafcinate the champions of Char- 
lemairt, and that fhe would bring them prifoners 
to the throne of Cathay. 

Malagigi having heard this, conceived the dc- 
fign of delivering his country from the inipend- 
ing danger : he caiifeid himfelf to be tranfported, 
by his fpirits, to the pavilion of Afgalia, whom 
he found afleep, with Angelica near him, 
guarded by the four giants : thefe he foon cafl: 
into a deep llumber by the force of his fpells, 
and drew his fword, with a determination to put 
an end to the life of this dangerous beauty: 
but, as he approached her^ he began to feel fen- 
fations of a very different nature, till every re- 
folution giving Way to the fofter paffions that 

i 2 • infpired 
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infpircd him, from a nearer view of her charms, 
he could no longer rcfift the powerful impulfc^ 
but advanced to embrace her. 

Angelica, who had the ring upon her finger,, 
which prcferved her from the force of his in- 
cantations, fuddenly awaked, and finding herfelf 
in the arms of a man, uttered a loud cry : Ar- 
galia ran to her afliftance, and feized Malagigi, 
while the princefs made herfelf miilrcfs of his 
magical book, and calling upon his fpirits, com- 
manded them to convey the prifoner to her fa- 
ther's kingdom ^ which was performed in an 
inftant. 

In or<kr to put an end to the diffention that 
had arifen in the Chfiftian court, each cham- 
pion claiming the preference to enter firft the^ 
lift with Argalia, the emperor commanded that 
lots fhould be drawn ; wfeen the names that ap- 
peared were Aftolphp* Ferrau, Rinaldo, and next 
Charlemaiii, who would not be excluded not- 
withftanding his age : after thefe came a num- 
ber more before the name of Orlando ap- 
peared. 

Aftolpho being armed, as the firft on the lift 

©f combatants, prefented himfelf to encounter 

Argalia, was unhorfed by the golden lance, and 

7 f^^t 
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(cnt prifoner into the pavilion. Next morning, 
at day-break, Ferrau, a Spaniih knight, cani# 
from the city to try his fortune» and Was over- 
thrown in the fame manner: but refufing to 
yield to the conditions of the combat, the giants 
endeavoured to feize hrs perfon; thefe he flew, 
and compelled Argalia to engage him on foot. 
Angelica, fearing the iflfue of their combat, fled; 
when Argalia, perceiving her flight, followed 
hen and was as fuddenly purfued by Ferrau. 

Ferrau, after fome time entering the foreft of 
Arden, found Argalia afleep, vsrho had not been 
able to overtake his fifter. The Spaniard, de- 
termined that he fhould not efcape him, turned 
Argalia's horfe loofe, and waited, with the ut- 
moft impatience, till his enemy awaked. An 
obftinate battle then enfued, till vidlory at laft 
declared for Ferrau, when Argalia, finding him- 
fclf mortally wounded, entreated that when he 
was dead, his body, with all his arms, might be 
thrown into the river, that no one might wear 
them after him, and teproach his memory for 
fuffering himfelf to be vanquifhed, when he was 
defended with impenetrable armour* Ferrau 
promifed to grant his requeft, having firfl de- 
fircd the ufe of his helmet for a few days, his 
own being demoliflied in the battle» 

\ i "i After 
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After the departure of Argalia, Angelica, and 
Ferrau, Aftolpho having recovered his liberty, 
mounted his horfe, took the golden lance which 
Argalia had Jeft behind him, and returned to the 
city : in his vsray be met Rinaldo, who was im- . 
patient to lea|-n the iflue of the combat ; and 
haying heard what had pafled, determined to go 
in fearch of Angelica. 

Orlando, who had felt no cafe fince the ap- 
pearance of the lovely ftranger, after Aftolpho's 
return, left the court of Charlemain, and fet out 
likewife to follow Angelica, and in his way naet 
with various adventures. 

When Rinaldo firft left the court of Charle- 
main to follow Angelica, he entered the.foreft 
of Arden, where he came to the enchanted foun- 
tain made by Merlin the magician, to cure Sir 
Triftram.of his paffion for Ifotta; but though it 
{p happened that the knight never tafted of the 
Avater, yet the yirtue of it remained ever after. 
Rinaldo arriving here, drank of the fountain^ 
and immediately found his love for Angelica 
converted to hatred : he then came to the other 
fountain, likewife the work of Merlin, called the 
Fountain of Love, which had the faculty of in- 
fpiring the breaft with that paffion: here, tempt- 
ed by the beauty of the place, he alighted from 

his 
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his horfe, yet, as he had before quenched his" 
thirft, he drank not of the ftream, but ftretching^ 
himfclf on the turf, foon fell^into a profound^ 
fleep. 

^ Angelica, who had fled while her brother was 
engaged with Ferrau, was led by chance to the' 
fame place where Rinaldo lay ; the princefs, fa- 
tigued with her flight, and invited by the clear- 
nefs of the water, drank a large draught, and- 
conceived a violent paflionfor thefleeping knight, ' 
whom fhe flood contemplating with inexprefli^ 
ble pleaifure, till he awaked. As foon as Rinaldo- 
opened his eyes, and beheld Angelica, who was 
now become the objed: of his moft bitter aver-' 
fion, he remounted his horfe, and left the place 
with the utmofl precipitation, in fpite of- the 
moft moving entreaties which the love-fick vir^ 
gin made ufe of to detain him. 

About this time Gradaflb, king of Sericanà,' 
having been long defirous to get pofleifion of 
Durindana, Orlando's fword, and of Bayardo,' 
Rinaldo's horfe, pafled with a great army inta 
France, and, Orlando being abfcnt, he defeated' 
Charlemain in a general battle, and made him 
and many of his leaders prifoners. Charlemain 
promiféd, at the return of Orlando, to give up' 
to him Durindana and Bayardoj but Aftolpho, 

i 4 who 
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who was at Paris, apd in pofleffion of Bayardo^ 
nfufed to refign him, and challenged Gradaflb 
to the JQiift, whom he overthrew with the golden 
lance; when, according to the conditions of thpir 
rencounter, Charlemain and all the prifone^s 
were fet at liberty ; Qrada^o then Joined hifn- 
(elf tQ M^iilius* 

After the return of Angelica to India^ Agrican 
Jiing of Tartary, and father of Maodricardo, 
demapdipd her in marriage ; but being refufed 
by her, he raifed a greax armyt ^nd be^eged 
her in Alhr^pca, the capital of Cathay, inviting 
other qatipn^ to join him. Many gallant a^^ 
tions wprc performed at the fiege. Orlando, 
Brandimart, Sacripant, Marphifa, Ailolpho, and 
many pthcrs, took the part of Angelica ; but 
JR^inaldp, who at that time hated Angejica, fronai 
his having dranl^ of |he epchanted fountain, 
joined himfelf to her enemies ; in confequence 
o( which be had fevcral encounters with Or- 
lando. After various fucccflcs on cither fide, 
and an infinity of adventures engaged in by th© 
icvc^-al knights during the fiege, Agrican wa? 
flain by Orlando in fingje combat ; and Angc^ 
Jica, hearing that Rinaldo, whon> £be then loved^ 
was ^one to France, perfuaded Orlando ^o ac^ 
company her thither ; and, after her departure^ 
^9 gfifiniis» of Albracca^ taking advantage of thiR 

abfenp? 
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abfcnce of Orlando, and her other brav« defen- 
ders, entered the city by ftprm» and reduced it 
to aihes. 

When Angelica, after the taking of Albracca, 
returned to France with Orlando, (he pafled 
^igain throujgh the foreft of Arden, and, in her 
way, happened to drink of the fountain of ha«- 
tred, which entirely obliterated her former paC- 
fion. About the fame time Rinaldo, meeting 
with the contrary fountain^ drank of the waters 
of love. 

While the ficge of Albracca was carrying on^ 
Agramant, the young king of Africa, only 
twenty*two years of age, and the braveft knight 
in the dominions of Africa, except Rodomont 
king of Sarza, burning with defire to revenge 
the death of bis father Troyano, flain by the 
Chriftians^ ordered a council to be called in the 
city of Biferta, the capital of his empire, where 
two and thirty kings, bis tributaries, being af- 
iembled, he propofcd to them his dcfign of in-i 
yading the kingdom of Charlemain, After many 
debates^ it was at laft refolved to tranfport a 
powerful force into France, notwithftanding the 
prophecy of the king of Garamanta, who de- 
clared that the expedition would prove fatal to 
Aj^tamant and his army» 

Whe» 



cxx}cn GENERAL VIEW OF 

When tbc kingof Garamanta had in vain en- 
de^vQui'^d to diffuade Agramant fronv his de- 
figned invafion of France, he told the monarch, 
that there remained but one expedient by which 
he might hope to meet with any fuccefs againft 
the Chriftians ; this was, to take with him a 
young hero> named Rogero, who then refided 
with Atlantes, the niagician, on mount Carena. 
Agrani^nt having, in cohfequence of this advice, 
made many fruitlefs refearches to find the fatal 
warrior, -wffs direfted, by the king of Garamanta, 
to procure theenchanted ring, then in pofleffionof 
Angelica, daughter of Galaphron, king of Cathay, 
without which the retreat of Atlantes could never 
be discovered. Thereupon Agramant, offering 
great rewards to any one that would undertake 
this adventure, Brunello, a perfon of mean ex- 
tradlion, bUt well verfed in the arts of fraud, en- 
gaged to perform it. Accordingly he went tp 
AJrbràcca, ftole the : ring from the princefs, and 
brought it to Agramant ; who, in recompence for 
his good fervice, made him king of Tingitana. 
In this excurfion, Brunello likewife-ftole Sacri^ 
pant's horfe Frontino, Marphifa's fword, Or- 
lando's fword Balifarda, which he had won from 
the enchantrefs Falerina, and the famous horn 
which he had taken from Almontes. 

• Agraman.t, 
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Agramant, having got pofleflion of this pre- 
cious ring, went, with all his court, to the 
mountain, where Atlantes was faid to refide; and 
the ring having difpelled every mift that enchant- 
ment had caft before their eyes, they foon dif- 
covered the rock on which was the wonderful 
dwelling; but the height forbidding Ml. ap- 
proaches to it, Agramant, by the advice of Bru- 
nello, ordered a tournament to he held on the 
plain, at the foot of the rock. Rogero, roufed 
with the found of the warlike inftruments, and 
fired with the fight of hòrfes arid armour, which 
he ftood for fome time contemplating from the 
fummit of the rock, at laft made Atlantes, tho' 
^ with great reludtance, defcend with him to the 
plain. Brunello, who carefully watched the 
fuccefs of his projed, foon efpied Rogero with 
Atlantes, and drawing near them, entered into 
converfation : Brunello was then completely 
armed and mounted on Frontino, when obferv- 
ing that Rogero was ftruck with the beauty of 
his horfe and armour, he prefented them to him; 
and the young warrior impatiently arming him- 
felf, and girding Balifarda to his fide, leaped on 
Frontino, and entered the Ufts, where he over- 
threw every opponent, and obtained the whole 
honour of the day. All the combatants were 
aftoniflied at the valour of this unknown cham- 
pion, till Agramant, having at laft difcovercd 

him 
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Iiim to be Rogero» whom he had fo eagerly 
fcught for^ received him with open arms» con<* 
ferred upon him the honour of knighthood» and 
engaged him to accompany him to France, not- 
withftanding all the arguments ufcd by At-r 
lantes, to diflfuade the king from taking Rogero 
with hina in that expedition. 

After encountering a variety of dangers and 
adventures, Orlando and Angelica arrived at the 
Chriflian camp, where Orlando and Rinaldo 
meeting, a dreadful combat enfued between them 
for the lady ; but Charlemain interpofing with 
his authority, put an end to the battle, and de^ 
livered Angelica" to the care of Namus duke of 
Bavaria *. 

Mar£lius, king of Spain, being encamped near 
mount Albano» to which he prepared to lay 
fiege, was joined by Rodomont, king of Sarza, 
who had pafled from Africa before Agramant^ 
and after having loft great part of his fleet in a 
ilorm, landed with the remainder of his forces 
Dear Monaco, where he met with a very warm 
reception from the Chriftians. . 

Charlemain, having colledled the ftrength of 
the empire, marched with Orlando and Rinaldo 

• Here begins the aftion cf Ariojlp's poem» 

to 
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to attack Marfilius ; whofe army being now re- 

iaforced by fome of the bravcft warriors, among 

whom wer« Rodpmont and Ferrau, was able to 

ss^e head agaitjft him. The battle was fought 

with great obdinacy on both fides. Orlando 

and Rinaldo, elevated with the hopes of poflef- 

fing Angelica, performed prodigies of valour: 

Rodomont made great flaughter of theChrlftians» 

and Bradamant, fìfter to Rinaldo, fignalized her^ 

fclf in a particular manner. In the mean time, 

Agramant> having embarked his forces at Bi- 

ferta, was landed, and advanced with fpcedy 

marches towards mount Albano, bringing with 

him the floKi^er of the Afrkan chivalry, among 

which was the young Rogcro, who had beeii 

with difficulty drawn from the enchanted for trefs, 

in which he had been ihut by Atlantes, to avoid 

the deftiny which threatened him, but who^ 

prcfcnce, like that of Achilles, had been declared 

of the higheft importance to the expedition. 

TJbis young warrior was accompanied by At-. 

l^htes, who, fince he could not divert his charge 

^rom the purfuit of glory» was prompted, by his 

anxiety, to be near him in time of danger. 

The whole force of the Saracens being now 
united, the battle raged with redoubled fury. 
Rogero, having overthrown numbers of the 
ChrifiMnSji at laft iingled out Orlando, when 

Atlantes, 
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Atlantes, fearing the event of fuch an encountef/ 
by his magic, art fafcinated the eyes of Orlando^ 
who, believing that he faw Charlemain m dan-' 
ger, abruptly left the lield, and .v^ras made pri- 
foner in arx enchanted garden. At this time 
Mandricardo joined the army of Agramant, 
when Rqgero and Rinaldo being engaged in 
fingle combat, the Chriftians began to give 
ground, till being entirely difcouraged by the 
abfence of Orlando, the rout became general, 
and the tide of fugitives and purfuers parted 
Rinaldo and'Rogero. 

During this general battle betweeft the Pagans 
aiid Chriftians, Bradamant being engaged in 
fingle combat with Rodomont, received intelli- 
gence from Rogero, who. chanced to be a fpec- 
tator of their battle, that Charlemain was in im-* 
minent danger ; upon which (he defired to go tor 
his afliftance, but Rodomont oppofing this,* Ro- 
gero took her quarrel upon himfelf, encountered 
Rodomont, and difarmed him, who then retired 
vanqui(hed by the courtefy of his enemy»- Af-»^ 
ter the departure of the prince of Sarza^ Rrada-*^ 
mant, ftruck with the tnanly deportment of Ro-» 
gero, was defirous to learn who he was, and re- 
ceived from him the account of his origin; 
* ♦ • 

Bradamant^ 
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Bradamant, in return, difcoVered. her bClth 
and name, and taking off her helmet, furprifoi 
the young warrior with her beauty. At this 
inftant, a band of Pagans fell in with them, one 
of whom wounded Bradamant in the head, which 
was then unarmed. Rogero, who had by this 
time conceived a violent pafSon for the fair .war- 
rior, and enraged at the brutality of the adioh, 
advanced furioufly to revenge it on the author j 
the Pagans then attacked*him all at once, and 
Bradamant, who now began to feel the tendereft 
fentiments for Rogero, immediately joined him : 
their united force foon got the better of their 
adverfaries, who were either flain, or put to 
flight : but it fo happened, that in the purfuit 
the two lovers were feparated, this being their 
firft meeting; after this, Bradamant continued 
to go in fearch of Rogero, and arrived at the 
dwelling of a hermit, or friar, who healed the 
wound that fhe had received in her head. Af- 
terwards falling afleep on the banks of a river, 
ftie was fecii, by Flordefpina, daughter to king 
Marlilius, who was hunting in the foreft, and 
being deceived by the arms and drefs of Brada- 
mant, fuppofing her to be a man, fell deeply in 
love with her *. 

♦ This ftory is completed by Ariofto, Orl. Fur. 
book XXV. , 

Orlando, 
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Orlando, having been delivered by Brandi-^ 
mart, Rogero, and Gradafib, from the enchanted 
garden, v^hcre he had been confined by Atlantes, 
arrived at Paris when the city was clofely 
befieged by Agramant, Marfilius, Rodbmont, 
Mandricardo, Ferrau, and the whole power of 
the Pagans. Orlando and Brandimart attacked 
the enemy with great flaughter, and Rodomont 
attempting to fcale the walls, was thrown down 
by Orlando. The city was however at laft in 
imminent danger of being taken, having been 
fired in feveral places ; but a great ftorm arifing, 
with a fttdden violent (hower of rain, extin-* 
guifhed the flames, and put an end to the battle 
for that time« 

Here the great adtion of Boy2^rdo breaks 
off onfiniihed, and the fubjet^t is again taken 
up by Ariofto, in the eighth book of the 
Orlando Furioso. 
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fC videri pofllt, magno Patrup, cujus offa hie vere 
^^ condita funt, P. C. Anno Salutis MDCXIL 
« Vixit An. LIX, Obiit An. Salut, MDXXXIII. 
« VIIL Idus Junii." 

Notus et Hefperiis jacet hie Arioftus et Indis, 
Gui mufa eternum nomen Hetrufca dedit, 

Scu fatyram in vitio exaeuit^ feu eomiea lufit, 
Seu eeeinit grandi bella diicefque tuba. 

Ter fummus vates ! eui fummi in vertiec Pindi, 
Tergcmina lieyit pingere fronde eomas ! 

Here Ariofto lies, whofe deathlefs name 
From eaft to weft the mufes erown with fame ; 
Whofe pointed fatire lafh'd the vicious age ; 
Whofe comic feenes infpir'd the laughing ftagc ; 
Whofe martial trumpet, breathing loud alarms. 
Could fing of mighty chiefs and bruifing arms* 
Hail, matchlefs bard ! for Pindus' fummit born, 
^hofe happy brows the triple bays adorn ! 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Orlando arrives at the Chriftian camp with Angelica, where 
to put an end to the difiention that had arifen between him and 
Rinaldo^ {he is taken from him by Charlemain, and given to 
fte care of Namus. The Chriftian army is defeated, in a ge- 
neral batde, by the forces of A^ptamant and Marfilius. An- 
gdica flies from the camp, and is met by kinaldo, i;dio fights 
for her widi Ferrau, till die combat being broke oflF by the de- 
parture of die lady, they both go in ibarch of her. Ferrau, 
endeavouring to recover hi^ hdmet from the river, lees the 
ghoft of Argalia, who reproaches him with peijury. Ange- 
lica, having taken fhdter in a bower, fees unexpediedly one of 
her former lovers, to whom fhe difcovers herìHf : their con- 
•Ver&don is interrupted by the arrival of a ftrangb blight : a 
batde enfues : the ftrang^r departing, they find Bayardq, Ri« 
naldo's horfe, and foon after meet Rinaldo himfelf. 
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DAMES, knights, and arms, and love ! the 
deeds that fpring 
From courteous minds, and venturous feats, I fing! 
What time the Moors from Afric's hoftile ftrand 
Had croft the feas to ravage Gallia's land. 

By 

Ver. I. DameSfi knights^ and arms, — • ] It is ùid Car- 
dinal Hippolito had been heard to declare that Ariofto was 
particularly cli£EicuIt in compoiing the two firft lines of his 
poem, and that he wrote them many times before he could 
Iktisfy himfelf. Marc Antonio Mureto^ a moft re^sefbble 
writer of th« xvith century, delivers himfdbF dius on the 
(libjedi: : ^^ Audivi a maximis viris qui fàcillime id nofle 
poterant^ Ludovicum Areoftum nobiUffimum nobiliffimae 

B % domus 
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By Agramant, thcir youthful monarch, led, ^ 

In deep refentment for Troyano dead^ 
With threats on Charlemain t* avenge his fate, 
Th' imperial guardian of the Roman ftate. 

Nor will I lefs Orlando's afts rehearfe, 
A tale nor told in profe, nor fung in verfe ; i€i 

Who once the flower qf arms, and wifdom's boaft,» 
By fatal love his manly fenfes loft. 
If fhe, for whom like anguiftx wounds my heart. 
To my weak fkill her gracious aid impart. 
The timorous bard Ihall needful fuccour find, 15 
To end the tafk long ponder'd in his mind. 

Vouchfafe,. great offspring of th' Herculean line. 
In whom our age's grace and glory fhine, 
Hippolito, thefe humble lines to take. 
The fole return your poet e'er can make j 90 

Who boldly now his gratitude conveys 
In fliects like thefe, and verfe for duty pays : 
Nor deem the labour poor, or tribute fmall -, 
'Tis all he has, and thus he offers all ! 

domus praeconem in duobus primis grandioils illius poematis fui 
verjihusj plufquam credi poteft, laborailè, neque fibi prius animum 
explere potuifle, quam quum illos in omnem partem diu mul- 
tumque veriaflet." 

Ver. 6. — ■ Troyano dead^] See General View of Boy ar- 
Bo's Storjr, 

Here 
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Here 'midft the braveft chiefs prepare to view, 25 
(Thofe honour 'd chiefs to whom the lays are due) 
Renown'd Rogero, from whofe loins I trace 
The ancient fountain of your glorious rate : 
My mufe the hero's a£bions fliall proclaim. 
His dauntlefs courage, and his deathlefs fame ; 30 
So you awhile each weightier care fufpend. 
And to my tale a pleas'd attention lend» 

Orlando, long with amorous paffion fir*d. 
The love of fair Angelica defir'd : 
For her his arms immortal trophies won, 35 

In Media, Tartary, and India known. 
Now with her tp the weft he held his cóurfe, 
Where Charlemain encamped his martial force. 
And near Pyrenees hills his ftandard rear'd. 
Where France and Germany combined appeared, 40 
That Spain and Afric's monarchs, to their coft. 
Might rue their vain defigns^ and empty boaft : 
This, fummon'd all his fubjeóts to the field, 
Whofe hand could lift the fpear, or falchion wield ; 

Ver. 33. Orkruùy hmg — ] See General View of IBoyar- 
ao's Story» 

B 3 That, 
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Thatj once again impeird the Spanifh race 45 
To conquer Gallia^ and her realm deface. 
And hither to the camp Orlando drew. 
But foon> alas ! his fatal error knew : 
How oft the wifcft err [ how Ihort the (pan 
Of judgment here bcftow'd on mortal man f jo 
She, whom from diftant regions fafe he brought^ 
- She, for whofc fake fuch bloady fields he foaght,. 
No fword uniheath'd, no hoftile force apply'd, 
Amidil his friends was^ ravifli'd from his fide. 
This Charles had doomed the difcord to compofe, 55: 
That *twixt Orlando and Rinaldo rofe ; 
Each kindred chief the beauteous virgin claim'd ; 
Deep hatred hence each rival heart infiam'd ', 
The king, who gricv'd to fee the knights engage 
With fatal enmity and jeàk)us rage> to 

RennK)v^d th* unhappy caufe, and to the care 
Of great Bavaria's duke ooiifign'd the fair $ 

Ver. 45. Thatj once again tmpelPd — ] ^ Marfilius, king of 
Spain, who heing wocfted by Gradaflo^ I^iag of Sfiiic^ne^ did 
homage to him far his crown, and joined him : d&eiè princes af- 
terwards turned their forces againft Charlemain." Orl. Inn am* 
B.J. C. i, ii, &c. 

Ver. 57. E^ich Jundred €hirf'^\ CMando and Ruvido were- 
coufms. 

Ver, 62. •— Bavaric^s dukey •— ] Namus, duke of Ba- 
varia» 

Yet 
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Yet pfimWi m fhQuld b^$,r the maid »way. 
His valour*s prize, pn that important day, 
Wfaofe arm could btft the Pagan might oppofe, 6^ 
And ftrov th^ faqguine plain with lifelefs foes. 
But Heaveq difpcrsy thcfc hopes in empty wind : 
The Chriftian bands th' inglorious field refign'd $ 
The duke, with numbers more, was prifoner made. 
The tents, abandoned, to the foes betray'd, 70 

The damfcl, doom'd to yield her blooming charms, 
A recompenfe to grace the victor's arms. 
With terror feig'd, her ready palfrey took. 
And, by a fpeedy flight, the camp fcxfook : 
Her heart prefagM that fortune's fickle turn 75 
That day would give the Chriilian bands to mourn^ 
As through a narrow woodland pa^i &e fixiiy'd. 
On foot a warrior chanc'd to meet the maid * 
The (hining cuirafs^ and the helm he wore. 
His fide the fword^ his arm the bi^kler bore ; to 
While through the woods he ran with fwifter pace 
Than village fwains half naked in the race. 

Ver, 68. — th* ingbriouf field refigti^d\ ] At ihis part Ariofto 
takes up the ftory from Boyardo, but pailes over the particulars 
i£ tàc battle, iriiich had been AiUy defi:ribe4 by his pc^ediceflbr. 
Sfie General View of ^o Y4|ipo^s Stoiy. 

B 4 Not 
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Not with fuch hade the timorous maiden flies> 
Who, unawares, a latent fnake efpies ; 
ÀÌS, when Angelica beheld the knight, 8^ 

She tum'd the reins, and headlong urg'd her flight. 
This was the Paladin for valour known, 
Lprd of mount Alban, and duke Amon's fon, 
Rinaldo nam'd, who late when fortune croft 
Xhe Chrifl:ian. arms, his deed Bayardo loft* 90 

Soon as his eyes beheld th' approaching fair. 
Full well l;e knew that foft. enchanting air 5 
Full well, he knew that face which caus'd his fmart. 
And held in love's ftrong net his manly heart. 
: Meantime th' afirighteddamfel* threw the reins 95 
Loofe on her courfcr's neck, and fcour'd the plains; 
Through open paths fhe fled, or tangled fliade^ 
Nor rpugh, nor buftiy paths her courfe delay'd ; • 
But pal^ and trembling, ftruck with deep difmay. 
She lets her flying palfrey choofe the way. too 

Now here, now there, amidft the favage wood 
She wander'd, till Ihe faw a running flood ; 
Where on the lonely banks Ferrau flie view'd. 
With duft and fweat his weary limbs bedew'd : 

.^ Ver. 90. — hisjìeed Bay ardo lojì.] : When Rinaldo, in die laft 
general batde, difmoimted to engage Rogero, who was on foot, 
his borfe efcaped from him. 

Late 
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Late from the fight he came with toil oppreft, 105 

To quench his thirftj and tafte the fweets of reft 5 

When foon returning tp the bloody fray. 

An unexpeàèd chance eompell'd his ftay ; 

Folp where the flood its circling eddies toft. 

His helmet, funk amidft the fànds> was loft. 1 1# 

Now to the ftream the panting virgin flies. 

And rends the air with fupplicating cries j 

The Pagan warrior, ftartled at the found, 

Leap'd from the fliore, and caft his eyes around ; 

Till, eameft gazing, as Ihe nearer drew, 115 

Though pale with dread, the trembling fair he knewi 

Then^ as a knight who courteous deeds profcfs'd. 

And love, long fin ce, enkindled in his breaft ; 

Dauntlcfs her perfort to defend he fworc. 

Though on his head no fencing helm he wore, no 

He grafp'd his fword, and mov'd with haughty ftride 

To meet Rinaldo, who his force defy'd. 

And oft had each the other's valour try'd. 

And now, on foot, oppos'd, and man to man. 

With fwords unfheath'd, a dreadful fight began; 125 

Ver. no. His helmet^ funk — ] This circumftance of Fer- 
rau leaving the batde, and lofing his helmet in the river, is re- 
lated by Boyardo. 

Ver.. 120. Though on his head — ] See note to Bookxii. 
ver. 312. 

In 
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In Taia did plat? ^nd mail th^ir limbs encloTcA 
Not mafly anvUs coul4 refill theij: blows^ 
While thus his utmpft for^e each warrior trf'dj 
His feet agaia the virgin's palfrey ply'd j 
At his full ftretch (he drives him o'er the plain» 130 
And feqks the ftiej ter of the woods again* 

Long had the knights contended in the field. 
Nor this nor that could make his rival yield ; 
With equal fkill could each his weapon bear> 
Prafti$*d alike in all the turns of war ; 131 

When Alban's lord, with amorous fears poffefs'd, 
JFirft to the Spanifli foe thefe words addrefs'd. 

While thus on me your thoughtlefs rage you 
turn, 
Yourfelf (he cry'd) have equal caufe to mourn ; 
If yonder dame, the fun of female charms, 140 
Pa^ fiird your glowing breaft with foft alarais, 
What gain is yours P-w^uppofe me prifoner made^ 
Or breathlefs, by the chance of battle, laid ; 
Yet could you not ppffefs the beauteous prize. 
For while we linger here, behold fhe flies 1 145 
But if the paiiion you profefs is true. 
Then let us firft i^ngelica purfue : 
This wifdom bid$— be firft fecur'd the fair. 
And let the fword our title then declare ; 

4 ' Elfc 
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Elfe what can all our fond contention gain, 150 
But fruftlefs toil and unatrailing pain ? 

Ferrau with plcafure heard the Chriftian knight^ 
Then both agreed t' adjourn the bloody fight ; 
And now fo firmly were they bound to peace^ 
So far did rage and rival hatred ceafe, 155 

That, in no wife, the Pagan prince would view 
Brave Amon's fon on foot his way purfue, 
^ But courteous bade him mount the fteed behind. 
Then took the track Angelica to find. 

O noble minds, by knightg of old poffefs'd I 160 
Two faiths they knew, one love their hearts profefs'd> 
And ftill their limbs the fmarting anguifli feel. 
Of ftrokes inflifted by the hoftile fteel. 
Through winding paths, and lonely wood» they go. 
Yet no fufpicion their brave bofoms know. 165 
At length the horfe, with double fpurring, drew 
To where two leverai ways appeared in view ; 
When doubtful which to take, one gentle knight 
For fortune took, the left, and one the right. 

Long through the devious wilds the Spaniard 
pafs'd, 170 

And to the river's banks returji'd at {aft : 

Ver. 162. '^'the fmarting pmgutjh feely \ See note t^ 
BooLicii. vèr. 312.^ 

Tte 



t2 ORLANDO FURIOSO. B. L 

The place again the wandering warrior view*d. 

Where late he drop*d his cafque amidft the flood i* 

Since all his hopes to find his love were rain. 

Once more he fought his helmet to regain* 17^ 

A tall young poplar on the banks arofe $ 

From this a branch he hew'd and lopt the boughs : 

A ftake thus fafhion'd with induftrióus art. 

He rak'd the river round in every part t 

When, rifing from the troubled bfook, was feen 180 

A youth with features pale and ghaftly mien : 

Above the circling ftream he rais'd his bread j 

His head alone was bare, all arm'd the reft ; 

His better hand the fatal helmet bore. 

The helmet that in vain was fought before : 18^ 

Full on Ferrau he turned with threatening look^ 

And thus the ghoft th' aftonifh'd knight befpokc. 

Wretch ! does this helm perplex thy faithlefs mindj 
A helm thou Ihould'ft have long ere this refign'd ? 
Remember fair Angelica, and view 19O 

In me her brother, whom ,thy weapon flew. 
Didft thou not vow> with all my arms, to hide 
My cafque ere long beneath the whelming tide ? 
Though bafely thou haft failed thy plighted wofd. 
See jufter fortune has my own reftor'd : 195 

Thctt 



B.L ORLANDO FURIOSO- 13 

Then murmur not — or if thou ftill muft grieve, 
Lament that e'er thy falfehood could deceive* 
But if thou feek'ft another helm to gain. 
Seek one that may no more thy honour ftain : 
Seek one perchance of ftronger temper'd charmss 206 
Such has Orlando, fuch Rinaldo arms : 
Mambrino, this ; Almontes, that poflefs'd j 
By one of thefe thy brows be nobler prefs'd : 

But 

Ver. 202. Mambrinoy this j Almontes^ that pojfefs^ i{\ I cbiiot 
find thefe aótions recorded in Boyardo, but like many others 
mentioned in the work, Ariofto alludes to them as wiell*knowii 
incidents in die romance writers. In an old romance, in ot- 
tava rima, intituled Jnamor amento di Rinaldo, appa- 
rently much prior to Ariofto, is a long account of a Pagan 
king, named Mambrino, who comes againft Charlemain and 
the Chriftians with a vaft army. He is at laft killed by Ri- 
naldo, but no particular mention is made of his helmet. This 
helmet of Mambrino, faid by Ariofto- to be won by Rinaldo,, 
is die fame which the reader muft recolleél to have feen ia 
frequently mentioned in Don Quixote, and for 'which the knight 
of la Mancha took poflèffion of a barber's bafon. See Jarvis's 
Don Quixote, Vol. I, B. iii, C. vii. 

With refpeft to the death of Almontes, the following account 
is given in the romance poem of Aspramonte. 

Almontes, fon of Agolant, and brother to Troyano, having 
embarked from Africa to revenge die death of Garrvctrl 
}dng of Carthage, his grandfather, killed by Milo, fether of 
Orlando, had perfpim^d many great a^ons ^4 flain Milo. 
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But urhat I claim by faCred faith for mine» 
Forbear to fcek, and willingly rcfign. 205 

The Saracen beheld, with wild affright. 
The ftrànge appearance of the phantom*knight 1 
Up rofe his hair like briftles on his head, 
His utterance fail'd him, and his colour fled, 
- But whtA he heard Argalia, whom he flew, 210 
(Argalia was the name the warrior knew) 



He one day came to a fountain called Sylveftra, which waa 
faid to be made by St. Silveftef) and that by tailing thefe 
waters Coi^antine was converted, Almontes here fell afleep, 
and was foon after furprifed by Charlemain. Thefe two war- 
liors then engaged in a dreadful combat, ^nd Charlemain was 
very near being defeated, when Orlando^ feeking Almontes, in 
ordet to tevenge the deatìi of his father, was met by a hermit, 
who incited him to go to the affiiHnce of Charlemain- Or- 
lando^ having loft his fwof d, took an enormous mace or club 
from a dead Turk, and foon reached the fountain, where he 
Uttadced Almontes^ who bad juft overpowered the eipperGn*. Or- 
lando, after an obftinate batde, killed Almontes, wiio before bis 
death, recdteaed the prophecy of his fifter Galicella, that he 
(hould die by a fountain. Orlando then took poileffion of the 
armour of Almontes, which was enchanted, and of his born; to- 
gedier with his horfe Brigliadoro^ and his fword Durindana^ both 
fo celebrated in Ariofto. See Aspramonte, Cant. xix. 

Ver. 210. -^^^tf//^,—] For an account of the death of 
Argalia, fee General View of Bqyaroo's Story. 
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Reproach his tainted faith and breach df faint. 

His haughty bofom glow*d with rage and {htatCé 

Then by Lanfulk^s life a facred vow 

He tìfiàde, to wtar no head^piecc o'er his brow, 415 

But that which in fam*d Afpramont of yore. 

From fierce Almontes* head Orlando tore. 

And to this oath a due regard he paid. 

And kept it better than the firft he made. 

Thence with fad fteps in penfive mood he went, 220 

And long remained in fuUen difcontent. 

Now hei^, now there he feeks the Chriftian knight. 

And in his panting bofoiii hópeà the fight. 

Rinaldo, who a different path had try'd. 
As fortune led, full foon before him fpy*d 225 
His gallant coiirfcr bounding o'er the plain- 
Stay, my Bayardo, ftay — thy flight refirain : 

Ver. 214. — Lmfuja^s life a facred vow — ] Lanfii£i Was 
the mother of Ferrau. Such kind of vows were common with 
the knights in romance : thus D on Quixote^ in imitation of tfaefe^ 
Iwcar^ he will not reft tiB he has won a helmet by conqucft. 
PoN Qtrix. Part i. B. ii. C. ii. 

Ver. 223. — hopes thef^ht.'} We hear no more of Ferrau 
tin the xiith book, ver. 169, where he is introduced as one 
of the knights confined in the enchaftted palace of At-< 
botes. 

Much 
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Much. has thy want to day pcrplex'd thy lord -^ 
The ftcJcd^ regardlcfs of his mailer's word. 
Through the thickforeft fled with fpeed renewed, 230 
While, fir'd with added rage, the knight purfu'd. 

Now turn we to Angelica, who fpeeds 
0*er favage wilds, and unfrequented meads j 
Nor thinks herfelf fecure, but fwiftly fcuds^, 
Xhro' the deep mazes of furrounding woods j 235 

Starts 

Vèr. 2yL. "^ jfngelicay who fieeds ] Tafib feetns to have had 
0, reference to this, apd the former paflkge ver. 95. in defend- 
ing the flight of Erminia. 

Mean while Erminia's rapid courfer ftray*d 
Throu^ the thick cpvc^ rf the woodland fliade ; 
Her trembling hand the rdln no longer guides. 
And through her veins a chilling terror glides: 

Jerus. Del. B. vii. ver. i; 

Still flies the damfel to her fears refign'd, 
Nor dares to caft a tranfient look behind : 
AD night fhe fled, and all th' enfuing dajr, &c: 

Ver. 13. 

But our countryman Spenfer more immediately follows 
Ariofl:o^ in his account of Florimel, on a like occaiion, in his 
Fairy Queen, 

Like as an hind forth fingled from the herd. 
That hath efcaped from ^ ravenous beaft. 
Yet flies away, of her own feét àfFeard, 
And every leaf, that fliaketh with the leaft 

Murmiar 
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Starts at the leaves that ruftle with the wind, ' 
And thinks the knight purfues her clofe behind : 
Each fhadow that in hill or vale appears. 
Again recalls Rinaldo to her fears ! 
So when a fawn or kid by chance has found, 240 
Amidft the covert of his native ground. 
His haplefs dam fomc furious leopard's prize. 
Who tear's her throat and haunches as Ihe lies ; 
Far from the dreadful fight, with terror chafc'd. 
From grove to gróve he flies with trembling hafte ; 
While every bulh he touches in his way, 246 

He thinks the cruel favage gripes his prey. 

Murmur of wind, her terror hath encreaft : 
So fled fiiir Florimel from her vain fear. 
Long after flie from peril was releaft : 
. Each fhad^e (he faw, and each noife flie did hear. 
Did feem to be the fame, which flie efcap'd whyleare. 

All that feme evening flie in flying fperit, 
And all that night her courfe continued j 
Ne did flie let dull fleep once to relent, 
Nor wearinefs to flack her hafte, but fled 
Ever alike, as if her former dread 
Were hard behind, her ready to arreft : . 
And her white palfrey having conquered 
The maift'ring reins out of her weary wrift, 
Perforce her carried wherever he thought beft. 

B. iii. C. vii. 

VoL^ L C- Unconfcious 
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Unconfcious where fhc p^fs'd, that day and night. 
With half the nnt, the damfel urg'd her flight. 
At length fhe came, where rofe a bowery fhadc, aja 
Whofe nodding branches ta^tlve breezes play*d : 
Two purling ftreams adorn the fylvan fcenc. 
And clothe the turf with never-fading green : 
Along the meads they roll their eafy tide. 
The ftones, with murmuring noife> their paflage 
chide. 25^ 

Hefe hop'd the fair a fafe retreat to find. 
And fondly dcem'd Rinaldo far behind : 
Overcome with toil, with burning heat oppKeft, 
She fought to eafe her limbs with needful reft. 
Then lighting on the ground, fhc loos'd the 
reins, 260 

And gave her fteed to graze th* enamell'd plains. 
Not diftant far, an arbour ftruck her view. 
Where flowery herbs and blufhing rofcs grew : 
Clofe by the bower the glafly mirror flow/d : 
The bower was fhelter'd with a waving wood 26$ 
Of lofty oaks i the inner part difplay'd 
A cool retreat amidft furrounding fhade. 
So thick the twining branches nature wove. 
No fight, no fun could pierce the dufky grove : 

7 A rifing 
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A rifing bank, with tender herbage fpread> 270 

Had form'd for foft repofe a rural bedi . 

^he lovely virgin here her limbs compas'di 

Till downy fleep her weary eyelids clos'd. 

Not long Ihe lay, for foon her flumber fled, 

A trampling fteed her fudden terror bred ; 27 f 

When, rifing filent, nesar the river's fide> 

A graceful warrior^ fheath'd in arrtis, Ihe fpy*dà 

Uncertain if flie view'd a foe or friend. 

Alternate hopes and fears her bofom rend* 

Th* approaching ftranger now his fteed for- 
fook, aio 

And ftretch'd his carelefs limbs befidé the brook. 
His arm fuftain'd his head, and, Idft in thought. 
He feem*d a ftatue by the fculptor wrought» 
An hour and more (my lord) the peilfiVe knight 
With head rcclin'd remained in mournful plight, 28^ 
At length began with fuch a doleful ftrain. 
To tell the liftening woods his fecret pain> 
That parting rocks might tender pity flioW, 
And favage tigers foften at his woe : 
He figh'di his breaft like flaming ^tna glow'd, 29Ó 
While down his cheeks the tears like rivers flow'd* 

Ver. 284* — M TT^f lord ] Addrei&ng. his patron. 

C 3 Ah 
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Ah me ! (he cry 'd) whence comes this iaward fmart, 
Thefe thoughts that burn at once and freeze my heart ? 
What to a tardy wretch, like me, remains ? 
With happier fpecd the fruit another gains, 295 
To me were fcarcely words and looks addrefs'd. 
The laft dear blifs another has poflefs'd. 
Since then I neither fruit nor flowers enjoy. 
Why fhould her love in vain my peace deftroy ? 
The fpotlefs maid is like the blooming rofe 300 
Which on its native ftem unfully*d grows ; 
Where fencing walls the garden^fpace furround. 
Nor fwains, nor browzing cattle tread the ground : 
The earth and ftreams their mutual tribute lend. 
Soft breathe the gales, the pearly dews defcend : 305 
Fair youths and amorous maidens with delight 
Enjoy the grateful fcent, and blefs the fight. 

Ver. 300. Thefpotlfs imid — ] Imitated from Catullus. 
Ut flos in feptìs fecretus nafcitur hortis, 
Ignotus pecori, nullo contufus aratro, 
Quern mulcent auree, firmat fol, educat imber : 
Multi ilium pueri, multae optavere puellae. 
Idem quum tenui carptus defloruit tmgui. 
Nulli ilium pueri, nullae optavere puellae : 
Sic virgo dum inta<5)a manet, turn cara fuis, fed, 
Quum caftum amifit polluto corpore florem, 
Ncc pueris jucunda manet, nee cara puellis. 

pARMEN NUPTIALE. 

But 
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But if fome hand the tender ftalk invades, 

LiOll is its beauty and its colour fad^s : 

No more the care of heaven, or garden's boaft, 310 

And all its praife with youths and maidens loft. 

So when a virgin grants the precious prize 

More choice than beauty, dearer than her eyes. 

To fome lov'd'fwain i the power (he once poflefsM, 

She forfeits foon in every other breaft i ^15 

Since he alone can juftly love the maid. 

To whom fo bounteous Ihe her love difplay'd. 

While others triumph in each fond defire, 

Relentlcfs fortune ! I with want expire. 

Then fhake this fatal beauty from thy mind, 320 

And give thy fruitlefs paflion to the wind— 

Ah ! no — this inftant let my life depart. 

Ere her dear form is banifh'd from my heart. 

If any feek to learn the warrior's name 

Whofe mournful tears increased the running 

: > ftream, 325 

'Twas Sacripant, to haplefs love a prey, 

Whofe rule Circaffia's ample realms obey : 

For 

Ver. 326. *Twas Sacripant ~ ] Sacripant, king of Cir- 
caffia, one of the braveft and oioft faidifid of Angelica's lo- 
vers. When this princefs was befieged in Albracca by Agri- 

C 3 can. 
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For fair Angelica his courfc he bends 
From eafterq climes to yrhere the fun dcfcends : 
For, pierc'd with grief, he heard in India's land 33O1 
With Brava's knight flie fought the Gallic ftrand j 
And after heard in France., the blooming fair 
Was giv*n by royal Charles to Namus' care ;' 
The wifh'd-far prize the champion to reward, 
Whofe arms fhould beft the golden lily guard. 335 
Himfelf that fatal conflift had beheld. 
When Pagan arms the Chriftian forces quelled : 
Since then through many a winding track he ftray'd, 
^nd fought, with fruitlefs care, the wandering maid, 
While, grieving thus, in doleful date he lies, 34Q 
The tears like fountains guftiing from his eyes, 

^zxiy he m^^bed to her aiEftance with a numerous ^nny^ 
and performed many gallant aftions before the walls. ' Agri- 
can, having one night by furprife gained admittance into the 
city, with three hundred of his followers, Sacripant, who ther^ 
lay dangeroufly wounded, fallii out, armed only vrith his fword 
^d {hield, and bravely repulfed them, till the whole army of 
Tartars entering the walls, he we^s compelled to retire intq 
tiic fort^ whence, at the requcfl: of Galaphron, he foon at 
ter fet out to afk affiftance fronx Gradaffo, king of Seri- 
cane. Orlando Innam. Book I. C. x, xi. 

Ver. 331. — ? Srava*s knight — ] Orlando, fo called from 
having the Marquiikte of Brava. 

Beyond 
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Beyond his wifli, jpropitious fortune bears 
His foft complainings to his miftrefs* ears. 
.Angelica attentive hears his moan, 
Whpfcxonftant pafiion long the fair had known : 345 
Yet, cotd as marble, her obdut^ate bffealt 
"No kindfy pity for his woes confefs'd : 
As one who treats mankind with like difdain, 
Whofe wayward love no worth coiild e'er obtain : 
5ut thus with perils clos'd on every fi4e, 350 

She thiiiks in him that Fortune mi^ht jprovide 
A fure dèféncej her champion and Tier guide; ' 
For who, when circling waters round iiirn fpread 
And menace prefent death, implores not aid ? 
, This hour neglédredi never might fhc view 355 
A knight again fo valiant and fo truei 
Tet meant flie ne'er t' affuage his amorous fmart. 
Who k^pt her deeply treafur'd in his heart j 
And with that happinefs his pains reward. 
That happinefs, which lovers mòli regard : 36a 
Sòme other riew-fram'd wile the fair defign'd 
To lure with hope his unfufpefting mind ; 
And, when her fears were paft, return again 
To all her cruelty and coy difdain. . . - 

Then, fudden ifluing from the tuftcji wood, 365: 
Confefs'd in open fight the virgin ftood : 

C 4 As, 
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As, on the fcenc, from cave or painted grove. 
Appears Diana, or the Queen of Love. 

HaiJ ! mighty warrior ! (thus the daijfifel faid) 
May favouring heaven afford me timely aid, 370 
That you may ftill unfully'd keep my name, 
J^or with fufpicion wrong my fpotlefs fame ! 

Struck with the vifion, Sacripant amaz'd 
On fair Angelica in rapture gaz'd : 
Not with fuch joy a mother views again 375 

Her darling offspring, deem'd in battle flain, 
. Who faw the troops without him home return'd. 
And long his lofs with tears maternal mourn'd- 
The lover now advanced with eager pace, 
To clafp his fair one with a warm embrace : 380 
While flie, far diftant from her native feat. 
Refused not thus her faithful knight to meet. 
With whom fhe hop'd ere long her ancient realms 

to greet. 

Then all her ftory fhe at full cxprefs'd, 
Ev'n from the day, when urg'd by her requeft, 385 
He parted, fuccours in the eaft to gain 
From fam'd Gradaffo king of Sericanc : 

V«r. 385. "— when ur^i by her reque/t^ ] Alluding to apaC- 
fcge in Boyardo. ' 

How 
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How great Orlando did her fteps attend. 
And faft from danger and mifchance defend ; 
While, as Ihe from her birth had kept unftain'd 390 
Her virgin fame, he ftill that fame maintained. 

This might be true, but one difcreet and wife. 
Would fcarcely credit fuch a fond furmife : 
Yet Sacripant with eafe the maid believ'd. 
For mighty Love had long his fcnfe deceived : 395 
Love, what we fee, can from our fight remove. 
And things invifible are fcen by Love. 

What though Anglante's lord fo long forbore 
To feize the bleft occafion in his power ; 
(Thus to. himfclf in fecret fpoke the knight) 400 
Shall I fo coldly fortune's gifts requite ? 
Or e'er repent I flighted beauty's charms 
When the glad hour had giv'ji them to my arms ! 
No — let me crop the frefla, the morning rofe, 
Whofe budding leaves untainted fweets difclofe. 405 
'Midft all difguife, full well the fair approve 
The foft, the pleafing violence of lof e. 
Then let no forg'd complaints my foul affright. 
Nor threatenings rob me of the wilh'd delight. 

Ver. 398. — jiìig}anU*i inigbt — ] Orlando, lord of An- 

glante. 

He 
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He faidj and for the foft attack prcpar'd : 41 ò 
But foon a loud and fudden noife was heard : 
The Hoife, rèfounding from the neighbouring grove. 
Compelled the knight to quit his taflc of love : 
His ready helnnet on his head he plac'd ; 
His other parts in fhining fteel were cas'd : 415 
Again with curbing bit his fteed he rein'd. 
Remounted fwiftly and his lance regained. 
Now, ifluing from the wood, a knight is fcen 
Of warlike femblance and commanding mien : 
Of dazzling white the furniture he wearsj 420 

And in his cafque a fnowy plume he bears. 
But Saeripant, whom amorous thoughts èmplòyj^ 
Defrauded of his love and promised joy. 
Beholds th* intruding champion from afar 
With haughty looks, and eyes that menace war, 425 
Approaching nearer he defies his force. 
And hopes to hurl him headlong from» his horfè : 
With threatening words the ftrangcr makes return^ 
With equal confidence and equal fcorn : 
At once he fpokci and to the combat prefs'd, 43a 
His tourfer Ipurf^'d and plac'd his lance in réft ; 
King Sacripant returned with equal fpeed 5 
And each on each iiftpeird his rapid fteed. 

Not 
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Not bulls or lions thus the battle Wage 
With teeth an4 horns, in mutual blood and rage, 43^ 
As f<jught thefe eager warriors in the field : 
Each forceful javelin pierc'd the other's IhieM 
With hideous crafh ; the dreadful clangors rife. 
Swell from the vales, and echo to the (kies ! 
Through cither's hreaft hgd pierc'd the pointed 
wood, 44Q 

Put the well-temper'd plates the force withftood. 
The fiery courfers, long to battle bred, 
Like butting rams encountered head to head. 
The ftrangcr's with the Ihock began to reel, 
But foon recovered with the goring fteel -, 44^ 

While on the ground the Pagan's breathleft fcll> 
A beaft that, living, ferv'd his matter well. 

The knight unknown, beholding on the mead 
|Iis foe lie crufh'd beneath the flaughter'd fteed. 
And deeming here no further glory due, 450 

Refolv'd no more the conteft to renew ; 
But turning fwift, again purfu'd his way. 
And left the fierce Circaflian where he lay. 
As when, the thunder o'er, the ether clears^ 
Slow rifing from the ftroke the hind appears, 455 
Where ftrctch'd he lay all fenfelefs on the plain. 
Where faft befide hint lay his oxen flain 5 

And 
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And fees the pine, that once had rais'd jn air 
Its ftately branches, now of honours bare: 
So rofe the Pagan from the fatal plac?e, 460 

His miftrefs prefent at the dire difgrace. 
He figh'd full deeply from his inmoll heart; 
Not for a wounded limb, or outward fmart ; 
But fhame alone his tortur'd bofom tore, 
A ftiame like this he ne'er confefs'd before ; 465^ 
And more he forrow'd, when the damfel freed 
His limbs encumber'ci from the murder'd fteed ; 
Long time he filent flood with downcaft look. 
Till firft Angelica the filence broke. 

She thus began : Let not my lord bemoan 47a 
His courfer*s fatal error, not his own 5 
For him had grafly meads been fitter far, * 
Or ftalls with grain furcharg*d, than feats of war ! 
Yet little praife awaits yon haughty knight. 
Nor can he juftly glory in his might ; 475 

For he, methinks, may well be faid to yields 
Who firft forfakes the fight and flies the field. 

With words like thefe the drooping king Ihe* 
chear'd. 
When from the woods a meflènger appear'd ; 
Tir'd with a length of way he feem'd to ride, 480 
His crooked horn and wallet at his fide : 

When 
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When now, approaching to the Pagan knight. 

He afk'd if he had feen, with buckler white. 

And fnowy plumage o'er his creft difplay'd, 

A warrior pafling through the forcft fhade. 485 

To whom thus SaCripant in brief again : 

The knight you feek has ftretch*d me on the plain : 

But now he parted hence ; to him I owe 

My (ham'd defeat, nor yet my viftor know. 

I (hall not, fince you wifh me to reveal, 490 

(Rejply'd the meflenger) your foe conceal : 

Know then, the fall you fufFer'd in the fight, 

A gallant virgin gave, unmatched in might. 

Of fame for deeds of arms, of greater fame 

For beauteous form, and Bradamant her name. 495 

He faid i and turn'd his courfer from the place: 
The Saracen, overwhelmed with new difgrace. 
All mute with confcious fhame, dejected ftood, . 
While o'er his features flufh'd the mantling blood; 
Till to the damfel's fteed the knight addrefs'd 500 
His filent fteps, and now the faddle prefs'd ; 
Then plac'd the fair Angelica behind, 
Refolv'd fome more fccure retreat to find. 

Ere far they rode, they heard a trampling found, 
That all the foreft feem'd to (hake around : 505 

They 
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They look, and foon a {lately ftfced behold, 
Whofe coftly trappings Ihine with burniBi*d gold ; 
He leaps the ftecpy niouiids, and croffing floods. 
And bends before his way the crafliing woods. 
Unlefs the nungled boughs, with dufky ftiade, 510 
Deceive my erring fight (exclaimed the niaid) 
I fee Bayardo in yon gallant horfe. 
That through the woodland breaks his founding 

courfe : 
One palfrey could but ill two riders bear, 
And fortune fends him to relieve our care# 515 

King Sacripant, alighting on the plain. 
Drew near, and thought fccure to fcize the rein j 
But fwift as lightnings flafh along the fkyj 
With fpurning heels Bayardo made reply* 
Irchanc*d befide him the Circafliaft ftood, 520 
Elfe had he mourn'd hisTafh attempt* in blood 5 
Such dreadful force was in the courfer's heel. 
The ftroke had burft a mount of folid fteeL 

Then 

Ver. 512.— A7y/7n& — ] Many wonders afe told in the 
romances of this horfe. It is faid that he was found by Mala- 
gigi in a grottO) together with a fuit of armour and the. (word 
Fuflberta, all under the guard of a horrible ferpent, and that by 
his magic art he got poiTeiSon of, and gave them to Rinaldo. 

See Inamoramento di Rinaldo, C. iv, 

Taffo^ 
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Then to Angelica with eafy pace 

He moves, and humbly views her well-knowa 

face: 525 

A fpaniel thus, domeftic at the board. 

Fawns afta* abfence, and furveys his lord. 

The 

Taflo, in his juvenile poem of Rinaldo, gives another account 
of this horfe : he tells us that the £unous Atnadis of Gaul fi)un4 
him in a folitary ifland, and having tamed him, carried him into 
France ; that, ^fter the death of Amadis, he fell into thehamk 
of Alquif the magician, who framed an enchantment, in confe- 
quence of which he could never be again fubdued, but by fome 
knight of the blood of Amadis, and equal to him in valour. 
Taflb relates that many warriors tried the adventure, but that 
all had periflied in the attempt, till Rinaldo entered the foreft 
where the horfe lived in a cave, and attacking him, made himfelf 
mafter of this fiirious animal. Taflb defcribes the horfe in the 
true manner of Ariofto ; and the Italian reader will not, I be- 
lieve, be difpleafed to perufe the following fpirited pailage. 

Ecco appare il cavallo, e i calci tira, 

E fa faltando in.ciel mille ruote. 

Da le narici il feco accolto fpira, 

Move l'orecchie, e l'ampie membra fcuote ; 

A' fafli, à' fterpi, à* piante ei non rimira, 

Ma fracaflkndo il tutto urta e percote. 

Col nitrito i nemici a fera guerra 

Sfida, e co pie fa rimbombar la terra. 

Baio e caftagno (onde Baiardo è detto) 

D'argentea ftella in fronte ei va fregiate. 

Balzani ha i pie di dietro, e l'ampio petto 

Di grafie polpe largamente ornato, 
. . . Ha 
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The damfcl was remember'd by the ftced 
Wont at Albracca from her hands to feed, 
What time Rinaldo, courted by the maid, ^2^ 

With foul ingratitude her love repay'd. 
Now boldly in her hand fhc took the rein, 
, Stroked his broad cheft, and fmooth'd his ruffled 

mane : 
While confcious he, with wondrous fenfeindu'd. 
Still as a lamb, befide her gently flood, ^ .535' 

Ha picciol ventre, ha picciol capo e ftretto. 
Si pofo il folto crin fu 'I deftro lato : 
Sono le fpalle in lui larghe e carnofe. 
Dritte le gambe, afciutte, e poderofe. 

Rinaldo, Lib. li. 

Ver. 529. J^lsnt at Alhr^,cca --- ] Malagigi, who was made 
prifoner by Angelica (fee General View, &c.), being releafed . 
upon his parole, endeavoured to perfuade Rinaldo to return her 
love ; but all his arguments proving ineffcftual, he, in revenge, 
by a magical illufion, decoyed his coufm from the Chriftian 
camp : Bayardo, being left behind, came into the poflèffion of 
Aftolpho, who, going to the fiege of Albracca, in aid of Ange- 
lica, was overthrown before the walk of that city, when his 
horfe was feized by Agrican 5 who bemg afterwards flain, Bay- 
ardo came into the hands of Orlando, who had loft his horfe 
Brigliadoro. Orlando at laft having recovered his own, and de- 
parting from Cathay on a new adventure, left Bayardo in Al~ 
bracca with Angelica, who foon after fent him to his matter Ri- 
naldo. See Orlando Innam. 

The 
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fh? watchful Pagan leaped into the fe^t. 

And curbed, with ftrcight^n^d reins, Bayardo's heatv 

The palfrey to Angdica reqiainM^ 

Who gla^iy thus her former pUc^ regained. 

Now as by chance ihe cad: her eyes afide, 540 
A knight on foot in founding arms ihe fpy'd: 
^hat fudden terror on her face w^s flxown. 
Soon as the knight for Amon's fon was known. 
Lorig hftd he woo'd, but (he detefts his love 5 
Not fwifter from the falcon flies the dove. 545 
He h^ted once, while flie with ardof burn'ds 
And now behold their feveral fortunes turn'd. 
This caufe at firft from two fair fount^ins came, - 
Their waters different, but their look the fame : . 

Amidit 

Ver, 548* -»-' two fair fountains •— ] ** As many of theft 
ipecious and wonderful tales, in romance writers, are borrowec} 
firom Greek or Latin poets, fo this ftory of the two fountains 
of Arden, with their dii&rent eiFe£ls, is borrowed from Clau* 
tfiaa, in his defcr^ition of die gardsns of Vemis : 

Labuntur gemini fontes, hie dulcis, amarus 
Al^r^ et infufis commipit mdla venehis : 
Unde Cupidincas aimavit iama Agittis. 

Two fountains here, of different naturp, rife; 
This didcet draughts, that bitter flrcams fupplies : 
And here, where poifon flowr to taint the hearty 
Fame tells that Cupid dips his deadly dart.*' 

Upton, Notes on Spcnfer, B, iv. C. iii. 
Vol, I, D Spenfer 
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Amìdft the fliade of Ardcn's dreary woodj 550 

pulì in each other's view the fountains ftood ; 
Who drinks of one, inflannes with love his heart 5 
Who drinks the other ftream contemns his dart : 
Rinaldo tafted that, and inly burn*d ; 
The danifel this, and hate for love returned. • 555 

Soon as Angelica beheld the knight, 
A fudden mift o^erfpread her chearful fight 5 
While with a faltering voice and troubled look^ 
To Sacripant with fuppliant tone fhe fpoke ; 
And begg'd him not th' approaching chief to 
meet, ^60 

But turn his courier, and betimes retreat. 

Does then my prowefs (Sacripant replies) 
Appear fo mean and worthlefs in your eyes. 
That you too feeble deem this flighted hand. 
The force of yonder champion to withftand ? 565 

Spenfbr mentions one of thefe fountains in his Fairy 
Queen : 

Much more of price, and of more gracious power. 

Is this, than that fame water of Arden, 

The which Rinaldo drank in happy hour 

Defcribed by that famous Tufcan pen : 

For that had might to change the hearts of men 

From love to hate. ^ ^ , Book iv. C, lij. 

Have 



B.I. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 35 

Have you forgot that memorable night 
When at Albracca I maintain'd the fight ? 
In your defence, unarm'd, I durfl: oppofc - 
King Agrican, and braved à hoft of foes. 

Not fo ({he faid) — nor to reply fhe kncw> 570 
As thus ftie fpoke Rinaldo nearer drew. 
Who now began the Pagan king to threat. 
Soon as his eyes the well-known courfer met. 
And that lov'd face he view'd, whofe charms had fir*d 
His ravifh'd bofom, and his foul infpir'd. 575 

But ceafe we here : th' enfuing book fhall tell 
What ftrife between thefe haughty warriors fell. 

Ver. 566. ^^that memorable night ] See note on ver. 326, 
Concerning the force mentioned in romances to have been let 
down before Attracca, Milton, to exprefs the idea of a pro- 
^digious concourfe, alludes to it in the following lines ; 

** Such forces met not, nor fo wide a camp, 
When Agric^ with fdl his nprthern powers, 
Befieg'd Albracc^ as romances tell. 
The city of Galaphrop, frpm thence to win 
The feireft of her fex, Angelica, 
His daughter, fought by many proweft knights. 
Both Paynim and the Peers of Charlemain \ 
Such and (o various was their chivalry." 

Parad. R^c. B. iii. ver. 336. 

END OF THE FtR^T 900 K, 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Battxe betwixt Sacripant and Rinaldo. Angelica, flyings 
meets with a hermit, who, by a magical illufion, parts the 
two rivals. Rinaldo, returning to Paris, is fent by Charle- 
main on an embaify to England. Bradamant, feeking her 
lover Rogero, meets with Pinabello, from whom (he hears a 
melancholy ftory of his misfortunes. She promifes him af- 
fiftance; and afterwards^ being deceived,. &]}$ into a j)it. 
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AH ! why fo rare does cruel Love infpire 
Two tender bofoms with a mutual fire ! 
Say, whence, perfidious, doll thou pleafure find 
To fow diflention in the human mind ? 
In fhallow waters when I fain would keep, 5 

Thou, to my ruin, draw'ft me to the deep : 
From thofe, that love me, doft avert my love. 
To place it where no fighs,. no fufFerings move ! 
Thou giv'ft Angelica t* enflave the knight. 
Yet mak'ft him hateful in the virgin's fight : lo 
But when jDie lov'd him, and his form admir'd. 
He, with averfion, from her love retir'd. 

Ver. II. Bui when fin hu*d him^*^ ] See General View -of 
BoYARDo's Story, 

D 4 With 
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With grief he now in. flames unpity'd burns ; 
Thus equal fortune fcorn for fcorn returns. 

Rinaldo furious thus.-— Bafe thief! alight ! ij 
Forfakc my courfer, and reftorc my right. 
Think not fuch theft Ihall unreveng'd fuccecd. 
Impending punifhmcnt awaits the deed : 
But more — yon damfcl to my arms refign ; 
'Twere far unmeet fuch beauties fhould be thine. 20 
Wcr*t not a fliame, that hence a thief fhould bear 
A'fteed fo (lately, and a maid fo fair ! 

Thief ! doft thou fay ? — ^takc back th* opprobrious 
lye, 
(With equal rage the Pagan made reply) 
But, if we truft the common voice of fame, 25 

'Tis thou far more deferv'fl: th* opprobrious name. 
This inftant fliall th* important ftrife decide. 
Who merits beft the courfer, and the bride : 
Yet this, fo far our thoughts conform, I own. 
No equal to her charms the world has known. 30 

As when two hungry maftives from afar. 
By hate or envy mov'd, prepare for war ; 
Slowly they meet, their threatening teeth they fhow. 
With livid fire their glaring eye-balls glow : 
At laft with fnarls the bitter fray they wage, 35 
And bite and tear in mutual blood and rage, 

. So 
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ISo after pìercifìg taunts ànd vchgeful W0rds> 
The mighty warriors drew their fliining (words* 

One urg*d the Conflia: from the courfer's height, 
One oil his feet below maifttain'd the fight : 40 
Nor think the horfeman could th' advant&ge baaft. 
His force was ufelefs, and his prowefs loft : 
For well, by nature taught, the faithful fteed 
Againft his lord refus'd his ftrength and fpecd : 
Nor could Circaffia's prince, by (kill or force, 45 
With fpur or bit direft tlie reftifF hc^ie. 
Now prone to earth his head Bayardo thruft 1 
Now wheelM around j now furious fpurn'd the duft.: 
When haughty Sacripant in vain had try'd 
Each vary'd art to tame his headftrong pride, 50 
His hand he laid upon the faddle-bow. 
And fwift alighted on the plain below. 

The Pagan, thus efcap'd Bayardo's might. 
Between the chiefs enfu'd a dreadful fight. 

Ver. 44. Againft hh lord refits^ d'\ In the Orlando Innamo- 
rato^ Oriamb, who had loft his horfe Brigliadorcs having got 
pofleiEon of Bayardo, and engaging in combat with Rinaldo, a 
conteft arifmg between them, the horfe refufes, in the fame 
manner as here, to fight againft his mafter. B. i. C. xxvi. 

" Thefe kind of tales told of the great fagacity of horfes, and 
the love which they bear their matters, have more than poetical 
warrant for their truth ; for hiftorians relate the &me of the 
horfes of Alexander and of Julius Caefar.'* 

Upton, Notes on Spenfcr, B. y. C. iii. 

Now 
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Now high, now low, their rapid ftccl they ply ; 55 

While from their arms the fiery fparkles fly ! 

Not fwifter the repeated ftrokes go round. 

Which hollow -^Etna's winding caves refound. 

When Vulcan bids the ponderous hammers move. 

To forge the thunder and the bolts of Jove. 60 

Sometimes they feign a ftroke ; fometimes they ftay j 

Then aim the thruft, as fkilful in the play. 

Sometimes they rife j then ftoop upon the field ; 

Now open lie -, then crouch beneath the Ihield : 

Now ward j then with a flip elude the blow ; 6^ 

Now forward ftep j then backward from the foe : 

Now round they move ; and where the one gives place>, 

The other preflfes on with eager pace. 

Brave Amon's fon *, coUefting all his might. 

His weapon rais'd to fl:rike the Pagan knight i 70 

When Sacripant, to meet the falchion, held. 

Composed of bone and ftecl, his ample fliield : 

The fword Fuft>erta, rufliing from on high, 

Pierc'd the tough plates; the founding woods reply 5 

* Rinaldo. 

The 

Ver. .73. The fword Fufberta^ — ] TTiis ftrange afFe6bition of 
giving names to fwords was common with the romance writers : 
thus, Joyofe, is the name of Charlemain's fword, in Aspra- 
MONTE; Chryfaor, is the name of Arthegal's (word, in Spenfer ; 
Caliburn, of King ArtKur's, in the romance of th^t name ; Afca- 

lon. 
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The bone and ffeel, like ice, in flii^rers broke ; .75 
His arni benumb'd confefs'd the dreadful ftroke. • 

. ^ * This, 

Ion, of St. George's^ in the Seven Champions ; Tranchera, 
of Agrican's, in Boyardo ; and ih Ariofto, befides Fulberta, we 
have Rogerb*s Balifarda, and Orlando's Durindana. In Spen-^ 
fer, Arthur's fword is called Mordure ; and his {hield or banner^ 
.Pridwen, and bis fpear. Roan, by die romance writers. 

In addition to this Note, a Friend has favoured me with the 
following ingenious remarks : ^ 

" To the names of fwords may be added Grpfiiaume, of arch- 
biftiop Turpin J Curtana, of Ugero (Oger) the Dane; Haut- 
clere, of Oliver; and Flamberge, of his fonGalien. — ^I have been 
blinking again on that fanciful cuflom,, among fome of the nv- 
xnance writers, of giving names to their heroes fwords ; I iky 
fome, for I do not recollect an inftance of it in all Amadis. The 
knpoftor Mahomet left nine fwords, each of which had its parti- 
cular name -^ fo had his other arms, his helmets, his ipears, his 
cuirafles, and his fhields. This led me to imagine th^t this cuf- 
torn was of eaftérn original, till I found in Geoffry of Monmouth 
diat Julius Caefar's fword was called Crocea Mors : not that 
I fuppofe it really was fo called ; but if there was a tradition tP 
that purpofe among the Britons, the cuftom of giving names to 
fi^ords could not wdl be derived from the eaft. I have either heard 
or read, but forget my authority, that a fword is now fhewn iji 
the king of Spain's armoury at Madrid, as the very Durindana 
once wielded by Orlando : and we are told that Richard I. in 
his paflage to Paleftine, gave Caliburn, Arthur's fword, to Tan- 
cred king of Sicily. Flamberge ùu vènt^ is now a French phrafe 
for drawing ihe fword * ; and I diink that Le Sage, in his 

• JhU phnfe is ufed by U Sage, in his admirable novel of Gil Bt as. 

tranflation 
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This, when the fair «id fearful damfel view'd. 
And well perceived the mifchief that cnfu'd, 
A death-like palcnefs chac'd her rofy bloom, 
Like one who trembling waits his fatal doom. 80 
She thinks the time admits of no delay. 
And fears that hour to be Rinaldo's prey ^ 
Rinaldo, hateful to her virgin breaft. 
Though love of her his amorous foul diftrefs'd. 
She turned her palfrey to the woods in hafte, 8^ 
And through a narrow thorny paflage pafs*d ; 
While oft fhe caft hehind her timorous view. 
And dcem'd ihe heard Rinaldo clofe purfue. 
Not far (he fled, but where a valley lay. 
She met an aged hermit on the way : 90 

His beard defcending on his breaft was fecn. 
Severe his afpeft, and devout his mien. 
He feem'd with years and frequent fafting worn. 
And gently on a flow-pac'd afs was borne : 
While all his form befpoke a pious mind, 95 

From the vain follies of the world rcfin'd : 

tranflation c^ Boyardo, calls Rinaldo's fword^by that name; 
though, ia Galien Rethore, it is appropriated to the fword of 
Galieji, the fon of Oliver, which he broke at Roqfcevallcs, and 
afterwards made ufe of Hautclere^ the fword of bis fìuher, who 
was killed in that aftion/* 

I Yeti 
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Yet, when the fair and blooming maid «ppear'dt 
So much her looks his drooping fpirits chcar'd ; 
Though cold and feeble, as his age required. 
An unknown warmth his languid pulfe infpir'd. iQé 

Of him the damfcl fought the neareft way 
To where ia port fomc ready veffel lay. 
That there embarking, flie might quit the Ihore, 
And never hear Rinaldo mentioned more. 
The hermit, vers'd in magic, ftrove to chear 105 
The virgin's thoughts, and diffipate her fear 1 
Prew from his fide a book his ikill to prove. 
With promife every danger to remove. 
A leaf he fcarce perus'd, when to their fight, 
Jn likenefs of a page, appeared a fprite ; 1 1^ 

Who, by the force of ftrong enchantnoent bound. 
Went where the knights in cruel ftrife he found 1 
And, when his eyes the furious fight cfpy*d. 
Between them boldly rufhM, and loudly cry'd: 

Tell me, ye warriors ! what avails the ftrife^ 1 1 1^ 
T:hough either fliould deprive his foe of life ? 
If without fword unflxeath'd, without the fear 
Of fliatter'd armour, or the lifted fpear. 

Ver. 1 14. ^- andbudfy crfdil The poet returns to Angelica. 
Bpcdc vili* ver* 199, 

Orlando 
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Orlando ttOw to Paris fafc conveys 
TKc niaid, whofe charms your fond contention raifc ? 
Not hence a mile, the couple I defcry*d, 121 

Whofe bitter taunts your empty pains deride. 
Attend my counfcl -^ ceafe your fruitlefs fight. 
And, while occafion ferves, purfue their flight : 
For know, if Paris* walls they fafely gain, 1 125 

thenceforth your hopes to fee your love are vain. 
i He faid : the gallant knights on either hand. 
Struck with the news, abafh'd and filent ftand ; 
Condemning each his judgment and his eyes. 
That thus their rival Ihould obtain the prize, 130 
At length, a figh deep-iffuing from his breaft. 
His fteps Rinaldo to his fteed addrefs'd ; 
And vów*d, overcome with anger and difdain. 
To glut his vengeance on Orlando flain ; ^ • 

Nor bade farewel, nor with a courteous mind, 1 35 
He proffered once to take the knight behind. 
^ Ujg*d by the well-known fpur, the fiery fteecj 
Bore all before him that opposed his fpeed : 
Nor trench, nor fteepy mound, nor thorny fhade. 
Nor croffing flood> Bay»do*s paflage ftay'd. 140 

Ver. .136. — the knight behind. ] We hear again of Sagri- 
pant'in the ivth Book, ver. 313, where he is delivered by 
Bradamant, with the other knights, from the caftle of At- 
lantes. - 

Deem 
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Deem it not ftrangc Rinaldo feiz'd again 

The generous courier fought fo long in vain ; 

"Who, fraught with human fenfe, wheniirft he viewed 

The trembling damfel's flight, her track purfu'd. 

Not idly from the Chriftian camp he fled, 145 

But to regain the maid his mafl:er led, 

"Who then, on foot, a dreadful combat wag'd 

With a fierce baron, hand to hand engagM ; 

The faithful fl:eed, to guide him where flic went. 

His courfe fagacious to the forefl: bent; 150 

Nor fuficr'd yet his generous lord to ride. 

Left he (hould turn him from his path afide. 

By him Rinaldo twice the fair o*ertook. 

And twice the fair his eager fight forfook : 

For firft Ferrau, as late my tale difclos'd, 155 

Then Sacripant his amorous hopes opposed. 

Bayardo now, confiding in the iprite, 

Whofe fpecious falfehood had amus*d the knight, 

Purfu'd his way, and patient of command, 

Obcy'd the fpur, and anfwer'd to the hand. 160 

Rinaldo, fir'd with love and ftern difdain. 

To Paris flies, and gives up all the rein : 

Ver 148- ìFltb a jkrce laron^ — ] Rogero, with whom 

Rinaldo fought at the laft general battle. See General View 

€»f JBoYARPo's Story. 

So 
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50 deep the tidinga rankled in his thoughts 
Which the viun phwtdm of the hermit brought, 
Ncir cea&'d his eager journey morn or nightj 165 
TiU the near city rdfe before his fight 1 

Where Charlemain^ with his defeated crcv, 
Th* unhappy remnants of his ftrcngth withdrew : 
A fiege expeding now, he bends his eare. 
Supplier of ftores and forces to prepare, 170 

Hefmk3 the trenches^ fortifies the walls. 
And every aidji in time of danger^ calls ^ 
Provides ^ cmbaffy to England's fliore. 
With fpe?d auxiliar proweft to implore i 
Rcfolv*d again to tempt the doubtfyl field, 175 
And try what war another day might yield i 
Then fends Rinaldo to the Britiih clime, 
Known by fair England's name in future tiiììc» 
Sore griev'd the Paladin at this cpmrnandj^ 
Not that he fhynn'd to tread the Ji-itiih land, i8q 
But that the hafty charge his prince ^njqin'd. 
Bade him, reludant, leave the fair behind j 
Yet, as his duty call'd^ he takes His way. 
And fpeeds to Calai?, mftleft of defey, 
' Th^ knight, impatient to i[eturn agafn,^ 185 

"Againft the counfels, of the iailor-train, 

Tempta 



SAL ORLANDO FURIOSO. 49 

Tempts the Jblack ièa^ doat ^ears a threatening 

fornix 
And) murmuring hoaife^ forebodes the &tui% JJtoniru 
The windj who fees the ktiight his power dcfpife. 
In dreadful tempefts makes the billows rife^ 1 90 
And with fuch furjr whirls them from below. 
That o^er the maft th* infuking waters flow. 
The fkilfial mariners, with bufy care. 
Strike their broad faik to flum the watery war ; 
And think th' abandoned harbour to regaii}, i^ 
Whence, in ill hour, they dar'd to brave the niain» 
Fools 1 never hope (the wind i^ignant cry'd) 
Unpunilh'd thus my empire to deride ! 
Ragiog he Ipeaks, and makes the crew -obey 
On pain of fhipwreok, as he points the way. ^00 
Before, behind, unweary'd howls the blaft : 
With tumble fails the wanderijag ycfly paft'd 
Now here, now there, amidft the watery waftc 

But fi^K:^ ^ web fo various I prepare, 
'Where every thread by tajrns demands my care, 205 
I leave Rinaldo in the ftormy main. 
And turn to jxohle BrManwjjt the ftr^k : 

Ver. too. Iksve Mimldo -- ] Tti? peat irr twos io iU- 
paldo, Boojc iv. 369. 

Vot. L E ' The 



I 
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.The warlike virgin, whofe refiftlcfs might 

Had from his courfer thrown Circaffia's knight. 

Not Charlemain, or joyful France, furvey'd aio 

With Icfs delight the valour of the maid. 

Than the known prowefs of Rinaldo's arms. 

Such lyiartial fire her daring bofom warms ! 

To her a gentle youth affeftion bore. 

Who came with Agramant from Afric's fhore i ai 5 

Whoip Agolant*s unhappy daughter bred. 

The vigorous offspring of Rogero's bed ; 

And 

Ver^ 214. To her a gentle youth — ] For the loves of Rogero 
and Bradamantj fee General View of Bo yardo's Story. 

Ver. 216. Whom Agolanfs unhappy daughter — ] For the 
genealogy of Rogero, take the following fiélitious account from 
Boyardo. 

^ After the Grecians had taken Troy, and put moft of their 
prifoners to the fword, among whom was Polyxena, daugh- 
ter of Priam and Hecuba, who was facrificed at the tomb of 
Achilles ; in order entirely to extirpate the race of He£lor, 
they fought for Aftyanax; but Andromache, to pwferve his* 
life, concealed him in a fepulchre, and took another child 
in her arms, with whom being found, they were both put 
to death. In the mean time, the real Aftyanax was fafbly 
conveyed, by a friend of his father, to the ifland of Sicily, 
when, being grown to man's eftate, he conquered Corinth 
and Argos: he eftabliflied a government at Meflina, and 
married the queen. of Syracufe, but vns afiierwards killed by 
treachery, and his widow, being driven from the city by the 

, Greeks, 
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And Ihe, nor nurs'd in wilds, nor favage-born, 
Receiv'd not love like his with maiden feorftj 
Though fortune yet had giv'n the dame and 
knight 220 

But once to fpeak and meet each other's fight. 

Now Bradamant explores with fond defirc 
• Her lover, call'd Rogero from his fire i 
And unaccomparly'd fecurcly far'd^ 
As if a thoufand fquadrons were her guard; 22$ 
Soon as her arm had caft in fingle fight. 
Low on his mother earth Circaflia's knight ; 
A wood flie traveris'd, then a mountain pafs'd. 
And to a limpid river came at laft. 
That throughthe meads its gentle current drew, 230 
Where ancient trees with fpreading branches grew. 
A pleafing hoife the murmuring waters made. 
Inviting fwains to drink beneath the fliade : 

Greeks^ took fhelter in Rifa, wKere fhe was delivered of a 
fon named Polydorc, from whom defcended Clovis and Cori- 
ftantius. Conftantius was the head of the line of Pepin, fa- 
ther of Charlemain ; and from Clovis came Rogero, who 
married Galicella, daughter of Agolant : Rogero, being cruelly 
murdered, and his city deftroyed, his wife fled to the coaft 
of Africa, where fhe was delivered of two children, a boy 
and a girl, and died»foon after : the boy, called Rogero, was 
brought up by Atlantes, a magician.. 

Sec Orlando Innam. B, ii. C. i* &c. 

E 2 A rifing 
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A riftflg hillock en the left wns feen^ 
That fcHe'd from aoon-tidc heat the ehearful 
green. ^35 

Here, as the virjgin turn*d her eyes afi^e. 
On the fgir bank a comely youth &e fpy'd : 
Faft by the margin of the flood he lay. 
The margin with a thoufand colours gay. 
Alone and filent in a p^nfive mood, 240 

"With fteadfaft gaze the cryftal ftrcam he view'd : 
Not diftant far a tree his courfer held. 
Aloft were hung his helmet and his ihield : 
His eyes were moift widi tears, hi& head declined. 
Sad indications of a troubled mind. 245 

Urg'd by defire which prompt&each generous heart 
In others woes to bear a friendly part. 
The virgin begs th* affliflcd knight to fliow 
His fecret fiate, and whence his fbrrows flow : 
To^ whom the ftranger all \C\% grief difplay'd, 25a 
Mov'd with the courteous fpeeches of the maid. 
And by her looks mifled, that feem'd to tell 
Sormc g^lUnt; warrior prov'd in battle wclj. 

Thus he— Know, gentle knight, a valiant crew 
Of horfe and foot, in aid of Charles, I drew, 25 ij 
When near Pyrenees hills the Chriftian force 
Encamp'd t' oppole Marfilius in his courfe. 

a With 
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With me a daftiftl w^fiti for Whom mf bréàft 
Hàd loiig the ^òWèffol fife of lore cónfefs'd : 
When, lo ! we fàlV neSf fehòdàft's fapid tide l6o 
A knighC dì- ma' d a flying ééèd beftride. 
Soon as the fobbcr (whether hellllh fpright 
That with i humin fornrt deceit'd the fight. 
Or mortal boi-ri) beheld my bléomirig Mt, 
Swift as a falcon thrbtigh the yielding aìri a6^ 

He flew, and feiz'd her tfembling With difmfày. 
Then bore her fiidden in his arrtii away ; 
Unconfcioirs of my lofs, till With furprHe 
I heard ih air her lameritable cries. 
So from the clotids defcehds the ravetììAg kite, 270 
And gripes the chicken iri his mother's fight* 
What could 1 dò, alas ! cncottipafs^d round 
With fl:eepy mountains and a rocky ground ? 
His courier flew, when mine, dpprefs'd with toil. 
Could fcarcely move amidft the fl:ony foil, 275 

Wild with my fate^ ì rov'd with frantic mind, 
Carelefs of life, and left niy men behind : 
Thence turning o'er the Craggy deferts fliray'd. 
While love's Mind irtipulfe blindly I obey'd. 

Ver. 26i.-^a^ingjleed'-^] The fi£Hon of this griiEn- 
horfe is Ariofto's own, nothing like it occuring in Boyardo. 

E 3 Sìk 
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Six tedious days, from morn to eve, I pafs'd a^Q 
O'er maqy a pendant clifF and horrid wafte ; 
j^ pathlefs way, uncultur'd apd forlprn, . 
Where not a track of human fpet was worn^ 
^t lengtli a wild and lonely yak I foundj 
With hills and dreadful caves encompafs'd round, 285 
Here, in the midft, a wondrous rock I view'd. 
On which a ftrong and ftatcly caftle ftood : 
It fcem'd afar to ihine like glowing flame; 
Nor hardened earth, nqr ftone composM' the frame. 
As nearer tp the mountain's Ipafe we drev^j^ 299 
The beauteous pile more ftruck my raptured view. 
This fort, the demons, from th' infernal plains 
By fuming incenfe drawn and ma.gic ftrains, 
Enclos'd with ftecl, to which the Stygis^n wave. 
And Stygian fire eternal temper gave ; 29^ 

A dazzling polifti brightened every tower. 
Which fpots could ne'er defile nor ruft devour. 

The robber fcours the country day a,nci' night. 
Then, with his prey, he thither bends his flight ; 
Thither my fair, my better part he bore, 300 

And never, never mufl: I view her moi:el 
What hope remained ! In vain with longing eyes, 
I fee the place where all my treafure lies ! 

The 
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The rock fo high and ftecp, who enters there, 
Mufl: learn to wing his paffage through the air. 305 
So when the mother-fox, with anguilh Hung, 
Hears in the eagle's neft her crying young; 
She circles round the tree, with wild affright. 
No wings vouchfaPd her for fo vaft a flight. 

While in fufpenfe I ftood, from far I fpy'd 310 
Two champions and a dwarf that feem'd their guide ^ 
Thefe with the hopes of praife had fir'd their mind. 
But foon thefe hopes diffolv'd in empty wind. 
They both. were warriors of eftablifh'd fame: 
A nionarch one, Gradaffo was his name* 315* 

The other was a youth of courage prov'd^ 
Rogero, in Biferta*s court belov'd. 
They come (declare the dwarf) to try their ppwer 
Againft the lord of this enchanted tower, . 
Who through the air, enclosed in armour bright, 320 
Direfts his wondrous courfer's rapid flight. 
Then I — ^ Vouchfafe, O generous knights ! to hear 
A wretch's fond complaints with pitying ear ^ 

Ver 311. TwQ champions and a dwarf -^ ] Boyardo tells \x%^ 
Aat after the deliverance of Orlando, Gradaflb and Rogero 
were led by a dwarf to an adventure of a caftle, which feems 
to be the ftory here continued by our poet. 

See Orlando Innam. B. iii. C. vi, vii. 

E 4 • And 
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And if in fight your arms viétoriou^ ^rovc, 
(As furc I trufl thcy fliall) rettore my love. 325^ 
Then ali my grirfs I fpokcf while tears that roU'd 
Down my wan cheeky confirm'd the tale I told. 

With courteous words they »tiwer'd my requeft. 
And down the mountain to the caftk prefs'd : 
Aloof I ftoócJ the battk to forrcy, jjq 

Befeeching Heayen to aid the doubtful day« 

Meanwhile the warriors tOr the rock drew nigh^^ 
Difputing who fiiould ftrft th* adventure try. 
At length Gradailb' (whether lots defign'd> 
Or elfe Rogero to hi^ will indin'd) jjj 

Lifts to his mouth the h&:n^ : the cltflsr around. 
The rock and fortrefs to die noife rcfound ! 
When, lo ! the magic knight, with inftaitt fpecd, 
Rufli'd from the portai on the flying ftted. 
At firfl: he feems by flow degrees to rife : 340 

Like cranes, prepar'd to fail to foreign fktes, 
Till> with collefked wind^ at once they fprwg. 
Aloft in air, and fhoot upon the wing;> 
With fuch a flight the necromancer towers. 
That fcarcc fo high th' ethereal eagle- foars I 345 
Butj when he fees his Vantage beft belowj. 
With clofing pinions on th* ufiwary foe, 

, He 
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He fmks precipitate— as from above 
Deicends the manag'd falcoa on the dove. 
And ere Gradaffb can perceive his flight, 35a 

He feels the %ear with dreadful ftrength alight : 
The ijpear breaks &ort > Gradaifib ftrikes again ; 
But furious flxikes the yielding air in vain. 
The ftern magician fearleis on the wind 
Aicendiog» leaves the champions far behind* 355 
The good Alfana, wxth^ the farce opprefs'd, 
Reclin'd on earth awhile the fbock coofqfs'di 
^Ifana was the mare Gradafla rein'd> 
The fairefl: beaft that ever knight fuftain'dr 

And now the forc'rer mounts the ftariry fkies^ j6o 
Then wheels around, and down again he flies $ 
Now on Rog(Ht> fallsj who ieeks to bring 
His needful iuccour to tk' ailoniih'd king* 
The fwifc afiault difturbs the youthful kriight. 
While fcarce hishorfe fupports th' uncqtfal fight; 365 
And when he tunvs to ftrike» he fees the foe 
Ride on the clouds and mock the fruftrate blow^ 

Ver. 356. The good jCfanOj'^'] Alfana, the name of a wild 
breeding mare. It was very unufual for the knights in romance 
té ttisike tife of fttarc^ efteeming it Serogàtory fróftl Aeir dig- 
nity; but Grac&ilb b tóà ta have taken an oath, never to 
mount a horfe till he could get poffcffion of Bayafdo, Rinal- 
do's horfc. 

In 
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In ampie circles round he fteers his courfc. 
And, threatening one, on t* other bends his force: 
No paufe he gives, but rufhing by furprife, 370 
Confounds their fenfcs, and diftrafts their eyes. 

Thus did thefc three the doubtful ftrife maintain. 
That high in air, thefc lowly on the plain 5 
Till rifing night her dufky veil difplay*d, ■ 
And wrapt each objeft in furrounding fhade. 375 

Think not my words in artful fi&ion dreft, 
Whate'er I fpeak was to my yiew confeft : 
Yet, with reluftance now, my tongue declares 
A tale that fuch a face of falfehood wears. 

• On his left arm the foe was feeh to wield, j8o 
Closed in a filken cafe^ a mighty fliield -, 
Whofe polilh'd orb, whene'er revealed to fight. 
The gazer ftrikes with fuch a powerful light ; ^ 

In death-like flumber on the ground he lies. 
And to the foe becomes an eafy prize ! 385 

Bright as Pyropus fhincs the buckler*s blaze; 
No mortal e'er beheld fuch dazzling rays : 

Full 

Vèr. 386. Bright as Pyropus — ] Prince Arthur's fhield in 
Spenfer is fomething dfthis kind, which is always kept covered 
with a veil. .....; 

His 



B, IL ORLANDO FURIOSO, 59 

Full in their eyes the flafhing fpléndor play'd. 
And prone on earth each knight was fenfelefs laid. 

Like 

His warlike fliield all clofely cover'd was, 
Np might of mortal eye be ever feen. 



The fame to wight he never wont difclofe, 

But when as monfters huge he would difmay, 

Or daunt unequal armies of his foes ; 

Or when the flying heav'ns he would aflray : 

For fo exceeding flione his glift'ring ray. 

That Phoebus' golden fece it did attaint. 

As when a cloud his beams "doth over-lay, .&c. 

Fairy Queen, B, u C. vii. 

Prince Arthur, being engaged with the Soldan, difcovers his 
(hield, in order to dazzle the eyes of the Soldan's horfes% 

At laft from his viftorious fhield he drew 
The veil, which did his powerful light empeach. 
And coming fiiU before his horfes' view. 
As they upon him prefs'd, it plain to them did fliew. 
Like light'ning flafli that hath the gazer burn'd. 
So did the fight thereof their fenfe difmay. 
That back again upon themfelves they turn'i^ 
And wiith their rider ran perforce away, &c. 

B. V, C. viii. 

Perhaps, as Mr. Upton obferves, the original may be' found 
in the iffigis rf the Greeks 

Phoebus himfelf the rufliing battle led ; 
A veil of clouds involved his radiant head : 
High held before him, Jove's enormous fhield 
Portentous {hone, and fhaded aH the field. 
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Like theirs, a fuddén flecp my fenfcs bound i 390 

Biat when, at length, recovering frowi the ground 

I rofe, and fought the knights and dwarf again 1 . 

Dark was the mount and defolate the plain ! 

Th* unpitying foe had feiz'd the haplefs pair. 

And borne them to his caftle through the air. 395 

Thus by the light, that o'er their eyes he fpréad. 

Their liberty is gone, my hopes are fled ! 

Then from the place defpairing 1 withdrew. 

But ere I parted took a laft adieu : 

Now 

Vulcan to Jove A' immortal gift confign'd^' 
To fcatter hofts, and terrify mankind* 

Again-— 

As long as Phoebus bore unmov'd die ihkléy 
Sate doubtfid c(»iqiieft hov'ring o'er die foài : 
But when aloft he (hakes it in the flcies, 
Shouts in their ears, and lightens in their eyes. 
Deep horror ieizes ev'ry Grecian breaft^ &c. 

Pope's Hiad, B. iv, ver. 348—360- 

Ver. 395. Aid boTTU thnti U his cqftU — ] The idea of this 
caftle ieems to be taken from the Orlando f^r^AMORATo, 
where we meet with a garden, made by Adantes, on the 
fummitof arock, ónmoulltt Garens^in Africa^ forrounded widi 
a wall oi ^lals, in which he kept Rogero^ to preferve him from 
ihe evil influence of his ftars. 

Ver. 398. Then front the ptace — ] The allegory of the 
Ihield and caftle is thus explained by die Italian ccxnmenta- 
tors. The fbield ihews> how the eyes of the underftanding 

•-i?y arc 



B.II. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 6i 

Nbi07 judgCj what woes with mine can equal prove^ 400 
Of all the various woes that %ring from love. 

Thus faid the knight> and thus his fortune mourn*d^ 
Then peniitre to his filent grief returned : 
This was (hat earl, whpfe birth Maganza claimed, 
Anfelmo's fon, and Pinabello nam'd 1 405 

Whoj like his race for wicked aftioos knqwnj 
Increased his kindred vices by his own. 

The warlike virgin with attetitipn ftood» 
While pinabello his complaint purfu'^d: 
When firft Rogcro's much-rlov'd nameihe heard, 410 
A fudden gladneis in her looks appeared; 
But when fhe fpund a bafe magician's power 
Detained Jiim t}ius ignobly in a tower. 
Her pitying boibm glow'd with anxious pain. 
And oft fhe begg'd to hear the tale again. 415 

Then full iofidrm'd : Sir knight (&e cry'd) giveo'er 
This unavailing grief, and mourn no more : 
Since from our meeting here, pcrchande may flow 
Tour happinefi, and ruin to your foe. 

are blinded by the defires of concupifcence ; or repre^nts the 
violence and frauds, which worldy paf&ons employ over reafon 
and true virtue : the caflk repc^feots die carnal appette, that 
holds men prifoners, as fome fay, that by Atlantes is figured 
Love. 

Hafle; 
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Haftc; to the caftle bc our courfe addreft, 42a 
Whofe walls are with fo ridh a trcafurè bleft : k 

Nor (hall we find in vain our labour fpent. 
If favouring fortune anfwer my intent- 

And fhall I, then, your lucklefs feet to guide^ 
Ag&in thofe mountains pafs ì (the youth reply'd) 425 
For me, indeed, but little Were the fmart 
To toil my body, having loft niy heart. 
Yet why flioujd you fteep rocks and barren plains 
Thus rafhly tread, to purchafe flaviih chains ? 
Hence, warn'd in time, if evil chance enfues, 43Ò 
Not me urijuftly, but yourfelf accufc; 

Thus having faid, he mounts without delay 
To lead the noble damfcl on the way -, 
Who for Rogcro means the fight to prove. 
And hazard life or freedom for her love. 435 

When lo ! a meffcnger that fwiftly rode, 
Purfu'd them clofe behind, and call'd aloud : 
The fame, who told king Sacripant the force 
Of Bradamant had hurl'd him from his horfe ; 
Who from Montpelier and Narbona came, 440 
With fudden tidings to the martial dame. 
That all the land was kindled with alarms. 
And all the coaft of Acquamort in arms : 

That, 
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That, lofing her, their fafety and their guard, 
Marfeilles was for the foes but ill prcpar'd ; 445 
And, by this mcffage, with their fears difmay*d, 
Implor'd her Gounfel aijd immediate aid. 

Struck with the virtues of her dauntlefs mind^ 
The king to Amon's daughter had aflign'd 
This town, and all for many miles, that lay . 450 
'Twixt Vare and Rodon ftretching to the fea. 

Thefe tidings heard, a doubtful paufe enfu'd. 
And undetermined for awhile fhe flood : ^ 
On that fide honour and her friends àflaird ; 
On this the ftronger fires of love prevail'd. 455 
At length refolv'd to end the taflc defign'd. 
And free Rogero in the tower confin'd ; 
Or, if her enterprize fuccefslefs prov'd. 
Remain a prifoner with the youth fhe lov'd ; 
The damfel firft excus'd a fhort delay, 460 

Then fent the meflfenger well-pleas'd away. 

Now, turning round, her former path fhe took 1 
Her Pinabel pui:fu'd with altered look -, 
Confcious her lineage to that houfe fhe ow'd. 
For which he ever nourifh'd hate avow'd; 465 

And anxious fears perplex'd his troubled mind. 
Left fhe fhould know him of Maganza's kind. 

An 
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An ancient feud between theiè houjès reigned. 
And both the ftrife and hatred ftill maintained ; 
Full oft oppos'd in ftern debate they ftood^ 470 
And dy'd the ground beneath with mutual blood. 
For this the caitiff bent his thou^ts to frame 
Some treafon to deceive th' unwary dame. 

Such various paflions had difturb'd his breaft^ 
With enmity, with doubts and fears pofleft, 475 
Unheeding where he pafs*d, he loft his way. 
And through a gloomy foreft chancM to ftray; 
Where in the midft a fteepy mount appeared. 
That in a craggy rock its fummit rear'd. 
Meanwhile the dame of Clarmont's noble kind, 4^0 
With heedful fteps purfu'd the knight behind. 
^ When Pinabel beheld the'^duflky fliade. 
He pondered in his thoughts to leave the maid ; 
And thus began — ^While yet we view the light, 
•Twere beft to fcek a flielter from the night : 485 
Beyond that hill, unlefs my memory fail. 
There ftands a ftatdy caftle in the vale : 
Here patient wait, while from yon height I try 
T' explore the profpeét with a furer eye. 

So faying, to the hill he bent his courfe, ' 490 
And up the fteepy fummit Ipurr'd his hoife ; 

Thencef, 
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Thence, looking round, he fought fomc path to take. 
By which he might the danifel's track forfake : 
When fudden here a monfkrous cave he found. 
Hewn out with labour in the ftony. ground : 495 
Full thirty cubits deep it feem'd in ihow : 
A fair and lofty gate appeared below, 
"Which, by its antiple ftrudture, feem'd defign'd 
For entrance to fonne larger place behind. 
And through the fliade a glinunering brightness 
gave, , 500 

As of a torch that burnt within the cave* 

While here in deep fufpenfe the traitor ftood. 
The cautious virgin, who his fteps purfu'd. 
Fearful to lofe the track, ftill kept in view 
Her faithlefs guide, and near the cavern drew. 505 

Hi^ firft defign thus foil'd, a fudden thought 
Of treacherous purpofe in his bofom wrought : 
He makes the damfel from her fteed alight. 
And, pointing out the cavern to her fight. 
Tells her within its confines he had feen, 510 

A dame of beauteous face and graceful mien ; 
Whofe courtly looks and coftly garments fhow*d 
Her birth deriv'd from no ignoble blood : 
But from her eyes flie pour*d a tender Ihower, 
And feem'd her loft condition to deplore. . 515 
Vol, L F And 
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And when he thought t* attain a ntarer view. 
And Icarn the caufe from which her grief fhe drew. 
One from the inner grot with fury came/ ' 
And* fcizing carry'd off the weeping dame* 

The dauntlefk Bradamant, whofe generous mind, 
Unconfcious of the wik the wretch defign'd, 521 
With ardor glowed to give the fair one aid. 
Revolves how bell flie may the Cave invade ; 
When on a lofty elm flie caft her eyes. 
And midft the boughs a mighty breach efpies : ^2$ 
This with her fword flie hews, and !ops the leaves. 
That done, the cavern's mouth the pole receives. 
She praya her treacherous guid? aloft to ftand. 
And grafp the end, tenacious, in his hand. 
Now firfl: within the cave her feet defcend, , 530 
While as flie finks, her,afms her weight fufpcnd : 
When PinabcUo, fcoffing, aflc'd the maid 
To leap Jbelow/^— then loo&'d his grafp, and faid :. 

Ver. 523: Revòhts how bejìjhe may the cave imjade.'] -One 
of the moft ^vourite atchievec^nts xA the knights of old was 
to fearch into caverns, where they met with many wonderful 
adventures. Thus Don Quixote defcends into the cave of Mon- 
tefmos, anct)^ at his return, relates many extravagant incidents, 
which his di0:empéred imaginatioa had furnifhed him with, m 
the true ipirit of romance. 

Don Quixote, Part ii. C. xxii. 

•• * * * * 

6 O ! would 
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O ! would that all thy race with thee were jbin'd. 
That thus I might at once deftroy the kind, 535 

But happier fortune than the traitor meant. 
All gracious Heaven, to fave the guiltlefs, fenti 
The pole firft lighted on the ground below. 
And inftant fhiver'd with the forceful blow -, 
Yet thus the fury of the fhock fuftain'd, 540 

That Bradamant preferv'd from death remained. 

The fudden fall awhile furpris'd the maid. 
As in th' enfuing book is full difplay'd. 
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.THE ARGUMENT. 

BHADAMANT, deceived by PinabeDo, finds herfelf in Merlin's 
cave, where ihe meets with Meliila, who (hews to her, in viflon, 
all her defcendants that were to make a figure in hiftory. In 
this paflage the poet pays a compliment to the moft illuftrious 
Italian families. Meliflk then inflru£b Sradamant how to de- 
liver Rogcro from the cafUc in which he was confined by At- 
Lùites> and difinijQfes hep. -^' 
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WHAT power will teach me lofty words to 
find 
For the great fubjeft that inflames my mind ? 
What power will lend my. venturous ^lilfe a wing 
In tuneful lays my high conceits to fing ? 
A vigour mistier far muft Bere be fliown 5 

Than e'er my fwelling bofom yet has known : 

This 

Ver. I. What power wiU teach — ^ This invocation of Arioflp^ 
is apparently tranflated by Spenfer in his Fairy Queen ; 
Who now fliall give unto me words and found 
Equal unto this haughty enterprize ? 
Or who (hall lend me wings, with which from ground 
My lowly verfe may toftily arife. 
And lift itfèlf unto the higheft (kies ? 

F 4 . More 
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This verlé my patron claims, which dares to trace 
Ifhe fountain whence he draws his glorious race ! 

Amidft th* illuftrious chiefs by fate dcfign*d 
With righteous government to blefs mankind, lo ^ 
O Phoebus ! you, whofe eye the world furveys. 
Ne'er view'd a line like this, whofe deathlefs praifc. 
In peace and war, ihall fill the lips of fame ; 
Whofe blooming honours (hall endure the fame, 
(Or vain the light prophetic in my foul) 15 

While Heaven, unchanging, whirls around the pole. 
To blazon all their virtues would require 
Not my weak lute, but that immortal lyre. 
On which, the giants quell'd, you fang above 
The grateful praifes of eternal Jove ! 20 

More ample fpirit than hitherto was wont 
Here needs me, whiles the famous anceftries 
Of my moft dreaded fovereign I recount, 
By which all earthly princes fhe doth far furmount» 

Again — 

Argument worthy of Moeonian quill, 
Or rather worthy of great Phoebus' rote, 
^\Vhereon the ruins of great OfTa hill, 
And triumphs of Phlegrscan Jove he wrote. 

B, ii. C. X. " 

O! ihould 
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O ! ftiould you here the wifh'd-for aid ini^rt, , 
And to the fubje<St raife the fculptor's art j 
Each noble image fhall my fancy fill. 
To challenge all my genius, all my fkill; 
Then what at firft I may but roughly trace, 15 

By flow degrees fliall ripen into grace ; 
Till crown'd by you, I fee with joyful ey€S 
Each laboured form to full perfection rife. 

But let the mufe to him the flory bend ^ 

Whofe breaft, nor fliield, nor cuirafs could defend j 30 
The treacherous Pinabel, who hop'd in vain 
With murderous guile the damfel to have flain. 
The traitor deem*d her in the cavern dead. 
And, with a vifage pale through guilty dread. 
The place, polluted by his crime, forfook, 35 

Then inftant fpeeding back, his courfcr took: 
That every aftion might his foul betray. 
He with him bears the virgin's deed away. 
But leave we him, who while his craft is Ihown 
To feek another's fall, procures his own ; .40 

And turn to her, who nearly fcap'd the doom. 
In one fad hour to find her death and tomb. 

Ver. 39. But leave we him^ — ] The ftory of Pinabello is 
continued, B. xx, ver. 803. 

Soen 
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Soon as the maid again from earth was raised. 

With the hard fliock and fuddcn fall amaz'd. 

She enter'd boldly through the gate, which gave 45 

An entrance to the fecond, larger cave. 

The building, fquare within, and fpàcious^made, 

A ftately temple to the fight dilplay'd. 

Magnificent the fiimptuous pile appear'd. 

On pillars fair of alabafler rear'd. ^o 

An altar in the midft 5 and kindled bright, 

A lamp before, caft round a trembling light. 

Soon as the damfel view'd, with pious mind. 
This facred place for holy rites defign*d. 
Devoutly on her knees the earth flie prefs'd, 55 

And to the king of Heaven her prayers addrcfe'd. 
Meantime a fudden jarring found was heard. 
When from a narrow gate a dame appeared, • 
Ungirt, with feet unftiod, with hair difplay'd. 
Who, by her name addrefs'd the warrior-maid* 60 

And thus, O generous Bradamant ! (ihc iaid) 
Not without Heaven's appointment hither led : 

Ver., 58. — à dame afpeetr^'] Meliffa, an enchantrefs ; i» 
charafter introduced by Ariofto, who, throughout the poem, in- 
tcrefts herfclf in all the concerns of Rogero and Bradamant. 

McrHa 
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Merlin foretold, that by a pafiage new 

Thou ftiouH'ft, defcending here, his reiicks view; 

And hence i ftay'd, to fet befofe thy eyes 65 

The glorious fate predeftin'd in the Ikies. 

Behold this ancient cave, by Merlin wrought. 

Merlin, in every art of magic taught : 

Here with bewitching looks, and wiles prepared. 

The lady of the lake his heart enfnar'd. / 70 

His 



Ver. 67.—— by MerRn wrought^ ] According to Jeffery of 
Monmoutfa, die famous magician Merlin was born at Kaermar- 
din, i. e. Caermarthen, named by Ptolemy Maridunum. Merlin's 
mother, who was a niece and daughter of the king of Demetia, 
(of South Wales) giving an account of her wonderful concep- 
tion of her fon, a philofopher explains it, that it was fome demon, 
or incubus, " fome guileful fpright," partaking pardy of the na- 
ture of man, partly of angels, and afiuming a human ihape, which 
begot Merlin ; and this explains wlmt Ariofto lays, that Merlin 
was the fon of a demon. 

Di Merlin dico, del detnonio figlio. 

C. xxxiii. 

Drayton, in his Polyalbion, fong ¥• thus fings of Merlin, who 
was born at Caermarden : 

Of Merlin and his flcill what region doth not hear ? 
Who of a Britifli nymph was gotten, whilft £he play'd 
With a reducing fpirit i ■!■ _ ■ 

Thus 
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His fcpulchre ìs here, whofe womb contains 

The deathlefs fpirit, and dccay'd rei;nains: 

To this he by her blandifhmcnts was led. 

And what recciv'd alive^ detains him dead. 

His 

Thus Spcnfer, ■ 

And footh men &y that he was not the fon 
Of mortal fire, or other living wight^ 
But wond'roufly begotten and begun. 
By felfe illufion of a guileful fpright 
On a 6dr lady — 

Fairy Queen, B. iii. C. iii. 

It \s faid that Merlin intended to build a wall of brais round 
Maridunum ; and To fays Drayton, Polyalbion, fong IV. 

How Merlin by his (kill and magic's wond'rous might 
From Ireland hither brought the Stonendgc in a night ; 
And for Caermarden's fake would fain have brought to pa& 
About it to have built a wall of folid brafs ; 
And fet his fiends to work upon the mighty frame ; 
Some to the anvil ; fome that ftill enforced the flame ; 
But whilft it was in hand, by loving of an elf 
(For all his wond'rous fkill) was cozen'd by himfelf. 
For walking with his fky^ her to the rock he brought 
In which he oft before his necromancies ^Tought, 
And going in thereat his magics to have fhown. 
She ftopt die cavern's mouth with an iiichantéd Itone : 
Whofe cunning ftrongly croft, amazM whilft he did ft^c^ 
She captive him convey'd into the fairy land. 
Then how the lab'ring fpirits to rocks by fetters bound. 
With bellow rumbling groans, and hammers thund'ring found 

Afbarful 
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His living foul muft with his corfe rcpofc, 75 

Till the laft trump th^ fatal angel blows : 
Then fliall the juft award his deeds requite. 
With fin polluted, or with virtue white» 

His 

A fearful horrid din. ftill in die. earth do keep, 
Their ma&tr to awake, fuppos'd by thorn to flcep ; 
As at their work how llill the grieved fpirits repine, 
Tormented in die fire, and tired in the mine. 

Spenfer again, 

— — A little while, 
Before that Merlin dy'd, he did intend 
A bras^n wall in compafs to compile 
About Caermarthen, and did it commend 
Unto his iprights to bring to perfeft end ; 
During which time the lady of the lake. 
Whom long he lov'd, for him in hafle did fend. 
Who therefore forc'd his workmen to foriake, 
Them bound till his return, their labour not to flake. 

In the mean time by that falfe lady's train, 
He was furpriz'd and bury'd under bier. 
Ne ever to his work returned again, &c. 

B. iii. C. iii. 

TTiis lady of the lake appears tqhave been a fairy or nymph, 
with whom Merlin was enamoured : the ftory of her deceiving 
him is thus related in the romance called Morte Arthur, or the 
life and deatji of prince Arthur, printed by Caxton in 1485. 

« The 
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His voice furvives, ^nd pft is heard tx) copie 
In tuneful mufic fronr^ the marble tomb. 80 

To all that queftion, is his wifdom ihown 5 
He tells the paftj and makes the future known : 

I. many 

^ The lady of the the lake and Merlin departed ; and by the 
way, as they went, Merlin {hewed to her many wonders, and 
came into Cornwaile : And alwaies laid about the lady for to 
have her fevour ; and flie was ever paffing weary of him, and 
fain would have been delivered of him ; for fhe was afraid of him, 
becaufe he was a divells fonne, and {he could not put him away 
by no meanes. And Coj upon a time it hapned that Merlin 
{hewed to her in a roche (rock) whereas was a great wonder, 
and wrought by inchantment, which went under a ftone, fo by 
her craft and working fhe made Merlin to go under that {lone, 
to let him wit of the marvailes there. But {he wrought fo there 
for him, that he came never out, for all the craft that he could 
doe." B. i. C. Ix. 

But in the life of Merlin, this adventure is related with cir-. 
cumflances ne^er the account given by our author. 

*' Merlin's mother having fecretly conceived by a demon, was, 
after her delivery, condemned to be put to death, for breach of 
chaftity j but her fon, an infant, defended, and fet his mother at 
liberty. Merlin being grown up, went to the court of Uther 
Pendragon, where he eftablifhed the famous round table, wrought 
many wonderful works, and uttered a number of prophecies ; 
here he fell in love widi the lady of the lake, whom he ufed to 
call the white fcrpent 5 before his death, he.ereftcd atomb, in the 

fore{t 
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I, many d^ys have in this cave r€main*d> 

To whicjb. I traveird from sl diftant land j 

For he^ whofp fage prediélions never ly'dj 85 

This hour foir thy arrival prophefy'd» 

She 

foreft of Nortes, capal^e to hold him and his miftrefe ; znd 
having (hewed it her, he taught her a charm that would clofe the 
ftone, fo that it could never be opened. The lady, who fecredy 
hated him, began one day to carefs him exceedingly, and at laft 
made him go into the tomb^ in order to try whether it was large 
enough : Merlin being entered, fhe clofed the ftone upon him, 
where he died : his fpirit being likewife confined by the force of 
the fpell, continued from time to time to ipeak, and to give an* 
fwers to fuch queftions as were put to him." 

We fhall quote one mwe paffage of Spenfer, where he gives a 
noble defcription of the cave, which was the fcene of Merlin's 
incantations. Britomart, and her nurfe dd Glauce, go to con- 
fult this magician : 

To Maridunum, that is now by change 
Of name Cayr Mar^n call'd, they took their way ; 
There the wife Merlin whilom went> they fay, 
To make his wonne, low underneath the ground. 
In a deep delve, far from the view of day. 
That of ho living wight he mote be found, 
When fo he.counfell'd with his fprights encompafe'd rounds 

And if thou ever happen that Éune way 
To tracvel, go to fee that dreadful place : 
It is an hideous, hollow cave, they fay. 
Under a rock that lies a little fpace , • 

From 
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She faid, and Amon's daughter, while fhe fpoke» 
With filence heard, amazement in her look; 
When cafting on the ground her bafhful eyes. 
She to the dame with modeft grace replies : 90 

Alas! 

From the (wik B^qry, tumbling down apacc^ 
Emongft the woody hifls of Dyncvowre; 
But dare thou not, I charge, in any caie, 
To enter into that feme baleful bower. 
For fear the cruel fiends ihould thee unwares d^our. 

But ilanding high aloft, low lay thine ear, 
Aiid there fuch ghaflly noife of iron chains. 
And brazen cauldrons thou fhalt rumbling hear. 
Which thoufand fprights with long enduring pains 
Do tofs, that it will ftun thy feeble brains ; 
And oftentimes great groans, and grievous ftounds. 
When too huge toil and labour them coniflrains : 
And oftentimes loud flrokes, and ringing (bunds 
From under that deep rock moft horribly rebounds. 

B. iii. C. iii. 

This deicription is not entirely the fi£tion of the poet, as there 
are fufficient vouchers to produce for the trudi of the ftory. " In 
a rock in the iiland of Barry, in Glamorganfhire, there is a nar- 
row chifik or cleft, to which if you put your ear, you (hall perceive 
all fuch fort of noifes, as you may fancy fmiths at work under 
^pùnd ) ftrokes of hammers, blowing of bellows, grinding <^ 
tocls, &c." See Cambden's Britannia. Drayton, m die above 
lines, alludes to this ftory of the lady of the lake, and to this mar- 
irdlfO^cave. 

Ariofto, 
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Alas ! what praife has my unworthy name. 
That prophets my arrival fliould proclaim ? 
Then rapt with joy at fuch a bleft event. 
Silent fhe foUow'd where the matron went. 
Slow leading to the tomb, in which detained 95 
The ghoft of Merlin with his bones remained. 
Hard was the polifh'd marble, fmooth and bright, 1 
And like a ruddy flame difpell'd the night, > 

Though here the fun refus'd his cheering light. J 
Whether fome marble, by its nature, fliows 100 
A beam, that like a torch in darknefs glows : 
Or elfe by verfe, and fumigating powers. 
Or figns impreft in planetary hours, 
(As befl: may feem) this wonder was composed ; 
The luftre many a pleafing fight difclos*d ; 105 
Piftures and ftatues, thjft with various grace. 
In order rang'd, adorned the facred place. 

Ariofto, with the liberty of a romance- writer, places Merlin's 
grot in France, and removes the fcene of feveral of his a£Uons to 
diat place." 

See Upton and Warton's Obfervatìons on Spenfer. 

Not far from Cacrmarthen, is a hill called Merlin's hill, near 
the brow of which, is a rock, known by the name of Merlin's 
.chair, in which it is faid, that famous prophet ufed to fit^ when 
he uttered his prophecies. 

: Vol. I. G Scarce 
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Scarce o'er the thrdhold pa&'d die warrior-datn^ 
And to the ovcrn'^ deep HQ^tks come. 
When froip the breathlefs clay with pleafing O^n, 
T' accolt the fair th^ fpirit thus begant iib 

' May fortune all thy juft endeavour^ aidj 
O ever chafte^ and ever honour'd m^id ! 
From whofe glad womh wuft fprtng the fruitful raee 
That Italy, wà aU the world Aall grace I 115 

That ancient bloodi which once in Ilium ihin'dj^ 
By the two nobleft ftreaini$ in thee conjoin'd» 
The joy, the fltower of evqry race (hall yields 
. Between the Danube and the Nile r^eal'dai 
The Tagus and the Ind j^ or all that li^a i^Q 

Between Califto and th' Antar^c flcies. 
Hence chiefs fhall rife^ and many a valiant knight. 
Who with their counfel, and diQir arms in %ht. 

Ver. ii6. That ancient bloody ^^'\ Rogero and Bradanan^ 
both dcfcended from Aftyanax: Rogero^ fpn ^o Rogero of 
Riià, and Bradamant^ niece tQ Cbarlemain. See note on B. ii. 
Ver. 216. 

Ver. ng* — the fkmh md th NUe^'] The Danube, a 
river in Germany ; the Nile^ a river in Egypt ; the Ts^ii% 
u river in Portugal ; the Ind, or Indus, a riaver i» India, whence 
die country receive» its name: By the AntavAic Ikies, is meant 
die foudi pole; andbyCdiAe^ ihenerd^ bein§ a cmftejliaioii 
in diat fart of die heavens. 

Stall 
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ShaH on their Italy devolve dieir fame. 

And fpread in war the glorjr of her naime.' 1^ 

Then righteous monarchs fhall the fceptre hold, 

Who, as the fage Auguftufi ruFd of old. 

Or godlike Numa, with their gcwtle reign 

Shall bring on earth the golden age again« 

Hence to fulfil what Heaven has long decreed, «jO 

For which *tis doom'd thou flidrt Rogero wed, 

3ol£y purfoe the ardor of thy foul. 

Nor think that aught can thy dcffirefc control ; 

For Re who keeps thy knight in taptive baiKÌs> 

Shall fink oppreft beneath thy conquering handa. 155 

Here ceas'd the voice 5 the matron now prepares 
To fliew to Bradamant her deftinM hcifs. 
A crew of fpirits, fummon'd by the dame. 
Appeared, (but well I know not whence they caffic) 
Together now aflembled in the place, €40 

But difiering each in habit, and in face. 

Then, in the temple, by her fide fhe plac'd 
The warlike fair, but firft a circle trac'd ; 
And, to defend her from the fpirits, fpread 
A magic covering o'er the virgin's head : 14^ 

She bade her filent ftand, then oj^-d a book. 
In which fixe read, and with the demons fpoke. 

G2 Loi 
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Lo ! from the outward cave they rufh'd to view. 
And, thickcniijg, round the facred circle drew j 
But all attempts to enter fruitlefs founds 150 

As if a foffe or rampart ftretch'd around. 
Then in the cavern, where the fhining tomb 
Contain'd the holy relicks in iti womb. 
The demons enter'd, when, in order due. 
They thrice had paft around in fair review. 155 

Should I (th', enchantrefs thus befpoke the dame) 
Attempt to tell the deeds, and every name 
Of thefe, who by their fhadowy phantoms rife 
Before their birth, to pafs before youj eyes, 
The hours were fhort the ftory to repeat, 160 

Nor could one night the mighty tafk compleat ; 
And hence, as time may ferve, my lips ihall tell 
Thofe chiefs alone whofe virtues moft excel. 

Behold the firft, thy likenefs form'd to bear 
In comely countenance and graceful air; 165 

In Italy the leader of thy race. 
Sprung from Rogero's, and from thy embrace. 

Ver. 164. Behold the firjl^ •— ] It is to be obferved, that this 
account of the defcent of Rogero is fi&itious ; fince Risieri of 
lUia, (or as he is here called Rogero) left no fon; and this 
Rizieri, the firft Paladin, lived a confidcrable time before Char^ 
kmain. Dolce. 

• * I deem 



B.III. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 85 

I deem to fee by his vidòrióvs 'hand 
MagMza*s treacherous blood diftain the land ; 
To fee his juftice claim the vengeance due ' . 170 
From thofe, whofe guile his noble father flew.J /' ' 
By him fhall Defidcrius be repell'd, v 

Who laft in Lombardy the fceptre held. 
The «mp'ror fhall his valiant deeds repay 
With Calaon and Efte's lófdly fwày. Ì75 

Behold thy grandfon next, Uberto near. 
The glory of Hefperia's land in war ! 

'Ver. 168.-—^ his vi^oricus hand] The father of this 
Rogero was faid to. have been traiteroufly murdered by the tribe 
of M^ganza, when this fon, growing up, was made gene- 
ral ixx the fervice of Charlemain, and revenged the death of 
his fether. At diis time Defiderius XXII, and lail king of 
Lombardy, rebelled againft the church; when pope Adrian 
calling in the affiftance of Charlemain, Defiderius was con- 
flrained to fhut himfelf up in Pavia, and was afterwards driven 
into Lyons in France. In this fervice Rogero is f^d to have 
diflinguifhed himfelf, and to have been rewarded by the emperor 
with the government of Eftè and Calaon, two cafUes in the 
jurifdi<aion of Padua. Eugenico, 

Ver. 176. — Uberto near^] Uberto was count of Eftè and 
Comacchio : he is faid to have treated his fubjefb as his 
children, and to have preferved their obedience, rather by the 
affeétìon which his indulgence excited in them, than by any 
feyere exertion of his authority, 

G3 He 
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He fhall his arms 9gsàa& the Moors cxtead» 

And from their rage the holi/f dimck ddfend. 

Sunrey Alberto^ fam'd fior warlike toils» x 8q 

Who dvcks the tenacità with unmunber'd fpoils. 

Hugo appears with* inm, his valiant fim. 

Who plants his conquering fnakes in Milaa^s town. 

The next is Azé^ whoj his brother dead^ 

Shall o'er th' InAsbrians his dominio» fpread. 1S5 

Ver i8o. Surv^ Mert9j-^'\ Bflfcngarius I. having befieged 
and taken Milan, Alberto headed an army and defeated him : 
Hugo^ fon of Alberto, afterwards acquired the dominion of 
KOan, and planted his fhmdard there, in which was pdrited 
a dragon or ferpent. Otho, a valiant leader of that family, in 
the holy war of Jenrialcm, under Go(ffi*ey, flew Vohicius, a 
Saracen captain, who wore on his creft a ferpent devouring 
a chilcf; hence his defeendants took a ferpent for their ahns« 
Eugenico. 

Tallo, in his catalogue of warriors, mentions this Otho : 

•— O Ao fierce, whofe valour won the ItaAA 
That bears^a child and ferpent on its ^d. 

B. i. ver. 417. 

Ver. 1S4. The next is Azo^ whoj — } Azo I. who fucceeded 
his brother Uberto in the government of Milan, tin, to avoid 
me (hares hid for him by Berengarius, he fled to Otho L 
duke of Saxony, Anno 93?, taking with him bis wife big with 
child. 

See! 
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See ! Albcrtaao, who' with éounfel fagè 
Shall Berengarìus ahd his fon etlgage ; 
Well worthy to receive from Otho's hands 
His daughter Alda, pledged In nuptial bands. 
Another Hugo fee ! O virtue knowrt, 190 

When the fire's courage dies not with the fon ! 

'tis 

Ver. 186. Seef jBbertàxoj wAtf—] Of three Bercngarius'8, 
who deriving their origin from the kings of Lombardy, had the 
tide of emperor, this, yrho was the third, coming into Italy 
with his fon, at the head of a great aritiy, feized the govern- 
ment, after the death ^of Lodiarius, and reigned eleven years, 
(tiling himfelf emperor, and his fon king of Italy. He made 
war againft Atone, lord of Cannofla, and befieged him three 
fucceiEve years, till the latter being ready to furrender himfelf 
was, through the advice of Albertazo, fuccoured by Otho, king 
of the Germans; when Berengarius and his fon were vanquiihed 
and confined, one in Auftria, and the other in Cohflantinople, 
where they died miferably. Albertazo, for his virtue and good 
counfcl, efpoufed Alda, Otho's daughter: others fày, that he 
obtained her for his gallant behaviour at a tournament, which 
the emperor gave in Tranlilvania. 

Ver. 190. Another Hugo fee ! — ] Gregory V. who had 
been made pope through the interpofltion of Otho III. being 
infulted by the Romans at the inftigation of Crefcentius, fled 
to the emperor ; whereupon Crefcentius elected another pope, 
who hearing that Otho had made Hugo general of his army, 
retired with Crefcentius into the caftle of St. Angelo : they 
were both taken and put to death by Hugo, who havmg re- 

G 4 placed 
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'Tis he, who fhall, with jufticc on his fide. 

Abate the rancour of the Ro^ian pride : 

To Otho and the Pope affiftance give, 

(Otho the third) and from their foes relieve. 195 

See Fulco, who forfakes th' Italian fields 

And to his brother each pofleflion yields j 

While thence he go^s, with better fate to gain 

A mighty dukedom on the German plain. 

He props the honours of the Saxon race, 200 

Which fhall at length himfelf and offspring grace. 

Azo the fecond is the next i^ fight. 

More fam'd for gentle peace than rugged fight. 

On 

placed Gregory in the papal chair, that pontiff made a decree, 
that the emperor fliould in future be elefted from the barons 
of Germany. Hugo, having lived with great honour, died 
at Pifloia : to him Otho, as a reward of his merit, gave the 
government of all Tufcany ; though fome authors affirm to the 
contrary. 

Ver. 196. See Fulco^ who forfakes — ] Of Albertazo and Alda 
were born Hugo and Fulco : after the death of the emperor 
Otho, who, before he came to the empire, was duke of Saxony, 
his daughter Alda fucceeded to that dutchy : whereupon Fulco 
refigned to his brother all his patrimony in Italy, and went into 
Saxony to fucceed to his mother's inheritance, where he made 
himfelf duke of Saxony. 

Ver. 7.0%. Azo the fecond'^ ] Bertoldo and Albertazo^ fons 
of Azo XL oppofcd the emperor Henry II. who being a cruel 

enemy 



B,JII. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 89 

On either hand fee where his fons appear ; 
There Albertazo, and Bertoldo here. 205 

By this ihall fecond Henry be fubdu'd. 
And Parma's meadows ftream with Belgian blood : 
'By that the glorious countefs fliall be led, 
(The chafte Matilda) to his bridal bed ; 
From mighty Henry fprung, who brings in dower 
With her one half Italia to his power. an 

Behold Bertoldo's cJeareQ: pledge in view. 
Thy own Rinaldo next i to whom is due 
The fame of having freed the pontiff's lan^ds 
From impious Frederick Barbaroffa's hands. 1215 

Behold 

enemy to the church, compelled pope Gregory VII. to fell 
the benefices: at that time the cotmtefs Matilda, widow of 
Godfrey, a powerful lord, and grand-daughter of Henry I. 
and gQvernefe of many places, took the part of the church. 
Rodolpho, duke of Saxony, was made emperor in oppofition 
to Henry, and a batde fought near Parma with great flaughter 
of the Belgians, when Henry was driven out of Italy. Ro- 
dolpho fell in the batde ; with him was Bertoldo of Eftè, 
a very valiant captain : Matilda married Albertazo ; but a 
few years after, difcovering that he was related to her firft 
hufband, the jnarriage was annulled, by the confent of the pope, 
and (he led a holy life, leaving, at her death, her pofleffions to 
the church. 

Ver. 2i3f Thy own Rinaldo''-^'] Rinaldo, fon of the fourth 
marquis of Eftè, Anno 1102, with many other Italian poten- 
tates, 
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Behold another Azo, doom'd to rcign 

O'cr fair Verona and its wide domain ; 

Who marquis of Ancona (hall be known. 

When Otho and Honorius fill the throne. 

'Twere long to tell the names of all thy race 22O 

That in the conclave fhall obtain a place ; 

To tell each enterprize their arms fhall gain. 

What conquefts for the Roman church obtain. 

Lo ! other Azos other Hugos near : 

See Fulco, and Obizo next appear. 225 

Behold two Henrys, both the fire and fon : 

Two Guelphos : this has conquered Umbria's town ; 

tates, fought againft the emperor Frederic Barbaroila, and 
Offanrian the aad-pope, in defence of Pope Alexander III^ 
Thift Alexander is he, who^ being clofely preflbd by Fredeik^ 
fled to Vemee, where he refided for fome time in die convent 
c^ Camta^ in the habit of a cook» till he was difcovered ta 
the fiiperioc, and at laft reftored to the popedom. Rinaldo^ 
inlUs. enterprize, bore for his ftandard a white cag}e in an 
asDure field^ which was afterwards w(»:n for the arms of the 
faoufe of Efle. 

Ver. 227. Two Guelphos : — ] In the kSdon of the Guelplr* 
and Ghibellihes, arifing from the difputes between the em- 
peror Frederic II. and the pope; the lords of Eftè fidbd 
with the Gudphs againft the emperor, for whichr catrfe die 
church beftowed on them the dutchy of Spoleti. This faflfon 
ttx* its name from GtielfAo and Ghibello, the heads of* each 
party, 

- 3 Sec 
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See now Spoleti's diwral gown he ircars: 

Afi<J lo ! who turns to frail es Italians tears : 

Of him I fpeak (Azo the fifth fxarvej) « jo 

To whona ffcall tyrant Ezeltino pay • 

His forfeit Hfei a wretch abhorred 00 earth. 

And to the demon iaid to owe hia birth. 

Ver. 230. Jzo, the fifih — ] EzeDino de Romano, for his, 
unexampled ck-uelty called, the fon of the devil, by the favour 
of the emperor Frederic II. entering Lombardy with a vaft 
army, made himielf mafler of many cities, among whidi was 
Padua J when defiring to ufurp the dominion of Milan, he left 
it to go to the fiege of Mantua. Azo V, having retaken 
Padua, ibt at liberty above two thoufand prifoners, befides many 
women of quality. In the dungeons, above four hundred and 
fixty perfons were found fo worn with hunger, and covered- 
witfa filth, as not to be known, though moft of them after- 
wards appeared to be Faduans ^. His prifon was a labyrinth, 
in which he caufed the perfon who made him the model, to be 
firft fliut up ; at his return from the fiege of Mantua, he com- 
manded all the Faduans in Verona to be maflacred \ of eleven 
thouiand, only twenty-eight remained alive. He d^n marched 
to Fadua, but finding it not to be retaken, returned to Y^i^^na, 
and ordered the twenty-eight he had before fpared, to be hanged 
in the market-place : at laft being taken by Azo, who gave 
him three woimds, he was fent to Sonzino, where refufing nou- 
rifliment, and, as fome iky, tearing open his wounds, he ended 
his detei^ble life. 

♦ The erucltìes of EzeUir.9 are tcftified by Pietro Gerardo, of Padua, who 
was his contemporary. 

He 
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He (hall with cruelty his kingdom fill. 

And fair Aufonia ravage at his will ; 435 

That Marius', Nero*s, and Antonius' deeds, 

Caius' and Sylla's crimes his guilt exceeds* 

Behold the fecond Frederic's forces yield. 

By fecond Azo conquered in the field. 

While he Ihall o'er the happy land prefide, 240 

Where Phcebus, on the fatal river's fide. 

Ver. 235. — fair Aufonia — ] The ancient name for 
Italy. 

Ver. 236, — MariuSy Nero, — ] Caius, Caligula, and Nero, 
emperors of Rome, whofe reigns were one continued fcenc 
of cruelty : Marius and Sylla, the firft coiiful, and the laft 
di(£tator, in the time of the republic, maflacred many Ro- 
mans in tlie civil conteft between them : by Antonius, he 
means Marc Antony, who, after the death of Julius Cae- 
far, in concert with Auguftus, was author of the bloody 
profcription,^ which cut ofF fo many of the commonwealth 
party, among whom fell that celebrated orator, Marcus Tullius 
Cicero. . ^ 

Ver. 24.0.-^ the happy landprejide^ ] Ferrara, fituated on the 
banks of the Po. Frederic, perfecuting the church, was excom- 
municated by Honorius III. and many cities were taken from 
him, among which was Ferrara, which was given to Azo of 
Eftè, for his gallant behaviour againft Frederic. 

Invoked 
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Invok'd his breathlefs fon with tuneful lyre. 

His fon, who fought to guide his father's fire : 

Where the fad fillers tears of amber Ihed, 

And Cygnus, changed, his fnowy plumage fpread. 245 

This land he ffom the holy fee obtains, 

A recompence for all his glorious pains I 

But whereas his brother Aldobrandin loft. 

Who frees the popedom from a mighty hoftj 

When the fierce Ghibellines, by Otho led, 250 

Shall round the capitol their numbers fpread; ^ 

Ver. 242. — tó breathlefs fon — ] Phaeton, who, under- 
taking to guide the chariot of the fun, fet the world on fire : 
he was thunder-ftruck by Jupiter, and fell into the Po ; his 
fifters, lamenting his death, were changed into trees dropping 
amber, and his grandfather Cygnus into a fwan. See Ovid 
Met. B. ii. 

Ver. 248. — his brother Aldobrandin — ] Otho IV. making 
war againft the church, afiifted by the Ghibelline faéHon, 
obliged pope Innocent IV. to retire into the capitol. Aldobran- 
din of Eftè, the firft marquis of Ferrara, with odier powers, 
obliged Otho to return to Germany. The marquis, being in 
want of money to carry on the war, borrowed large fums of 
the Florentines, leaving his brother Azo with them in pledge ; 
and having defeated the emperor, and killed the earl of Celano, 
who efpoufed the caufe of Otho, he died in the flower of his 
age, not without fufpJcion of poifon, leaving his brother Azo 
Jbi9 h&ir. 

Whofc 
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Whofe ftiry has cfee iwighbouriiìig lands o^cr-rcm, 

Whofc force has Umbria and Piceno won ? 

He, wanting tirafurc to purfuc the war, 

jSbaH go fupplìes in Florence to prepare ; a^5 

And there, no other pledge he has to leave. 

His brother as his furcty they reocive. 

Then fliall he fprcad his conquering figns again. 

And rout the German annjr on the plain ; 

Jtcplace the church upon her ancient feat, ^260 

And fam'd Cclano's carls with vengeance meet : 

Till, while he fights the facred paftor's caufe. 

He ends his youthful bloom with juft applaufe I 

He leaves his brother Am to command 

O'er fair Pifauro and Ancona's land ; 265 

Each town, from Trent to where Ifaurus glides. 

Between the Apennines and briny tides ; 

But (more than gold or gems) he leaves behind 

With him his virtues and heroic mind. 

Fortune all other gifts again may take, 270 

Bwt never can the power of virtue Ihake. 

Rinaldo next, whofe deeds his foul proclaim 

Worthy the glorious race from which he came. 

But 
Vfcr. 272. Rinaldo nextj—] Rinaldo, fon of Atfo>' Mad 
defender of the church, was confined in Naples by Fre- 
deric 
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But cruel fortune views with envious eyesi 

At Naples, by confpiracy, he dies ! ^7 j 

Then young Obizo takes his grandfire's reign» 

And Modena and Rheggio adds to his domain^ 

Such is his courage, that the people's choice 

Shall make him lord with one united voice. 

His offspring Azo fee, the fixth that wears dSft 

Thp name, whofe hand the Chriftian ftandard bcari% 

Adria is his ; in nuptial union ty*d, 

Sicilians daughter (hines his blooming tn-ide* 

Lo ! in yon amiable and friendly band. 

The moft illuftrious princes of the land, a8^ 

Obizo, Aldobrand, for virtue nam'd ; 

For love and clemency, Alberto fam*d j 

With 

àmc n. 'where being taken off by poifon, his natural JEmObizo^ 
was by pope Innocent III. with the confent of Ae emperoii 
legitimated, and fuccecded to the lordihip of Ferrara : he after- 
wards, by force of arms» reduced Modena and Rheggio. 

Ver. 280. — Azofeej thejixth — ] Many Ghriftians being iio« 
fieged in the city of Ptolemais in Syria, in the time of Charles II. 
king of Sicily and Naples, a crufade was proclaimed for their 
deliverance : in 'this enterprize Azo was made ftandard-bearer, 
and for his merits obtained to wife Beatrice, the daughter of king 
Charles. 

Ver. 287. — r- M&rt(ifanfd\ — With Nichclas:^} Ni* 
cholas of Eftè, and Alberto his brother, pujrchafed, lor twenty 

dxoufand 
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With Nicholas : but time denies t'explain 

How with Faenza they enlarged their reign ; 

And Adria more fecurely made their own, 290 

By whofe proud name the briny feas are known 5 

With that fair town, which from the blufhing rofe. 

To Grecian bards its pleafing title owes. 

And, near the Po, a place whofe walls contain 

A crew that wifti for tempefts on the main. 29^ 

I leave Argento, Lugo, many a town. 

And many a caftle of deferv'd renown. 



AouÉuid ducatSy the city of Faenza, of John Awcutt, an Englifh 
captain of the pope's : they afterwards obtained many viftories 
againft Bernabò Vifconti and other potentates, Nicholas is 
ikid, never to have been too much elated with proiperity, or de- 
prefled by adverfity. 

Ver. 290. — Adria — ] A city, not far from Ferrara, which 
^ves name to the Adriatic gulph. 

Ver. 293. — its pleafing title owes. ] He means JElovigo, called 
in Latin Rhodigium, from Rhodos, which in Greek fignifies a 
roie* 

Ver. 294. — a place whofe walls contMn — • A crew — ] 
Comacchio, a town in the Ferrarefe, fituated between Frimaio 
and Volano, two branches of the Po, which often overflows and 
does great damage to the country : thefe people, who were moft 
of them j&fliermen, are (aid to be defirous of ftorms, bec^iufe at 
that time great quantities of fifh are thrown up in the fens. 

' See 
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See Nicholas ! whonij yet in early years. 

To honours of comfnand the land prefers. 

He fhall the vain defigns of Tydeus quell, 30Ò 

Who ralhly dares againft his power rebel* 

In rifing dawn of youth, his fole delight 

In rugged arms, and labours of the fight; 

By which he foon obtains a mighty name. 

Amid the grcateft chiefs the firft in fame* 305 

He makes his foes their vain erideavolirà mourn. 

And on themfelves their cruel arts fliall turn* 

Otho the third in vain his power withftands, 

(Tyrant of Rheggio and of Parma's lands) 

At once refigning, in the fatal ftrife, JiO 

To him his kingdom and his wicked life^ 

He fhall the limit-s of his fway extend. 

But ne*er, unjuft, another's rights offend* 

For this th* Eternal Ruler of the heaven 

No ftated bound has to his empire given : 315 

Ver. 398. See Nlchelas ! whorn^ yet — ] Azo of Efte, who 
had been driven from his country, feeing Alberto dead, who 
left only an in&nt fon, named Nicholas, thought of return* 
ing, with the affiflance of Tydeus, count of Conio i but 
tiie child's guardians oppofed him, and made Nicholas lord of 
Ferrara, who, being grown to man's eftate, flew Otho DJ. 
ivho had ufurped Rheggio and Parma, and obtained the go- 
vernment of thefe cities by the voluntary conii^it of thw inba« 
bitants. ^ 

Vol. I, H A1Ì 
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AH his defigns fhall ever profperous prove. 
Till fnatch'd from earth to grace the Ikies above» 
See Lionel -, and next (a mighty name !) 
Borfo behold, his happy age's fame ! 
He Ihall in calm repofe preferve -with care 32a 
Thofe realms-his anceftors had gaiiv'd in war. 
He cruel JMars in gloomy caves reftrains. 
And binds the hands of Rage in iron chains. 
The great defigns, that fill his generous breaft. 
Shall all be tnrn'd to make his people bleft. 315 
Lo ! Hercules I of whom 'twere hard ta teU 
If he in arts of peace or war excel» 

He, 

Ver. 318. See Lionel ; — — Borfo behold^"-^ ] Lionel and 
Borio were natural fons of Nicholas ; Hercule» and Sigif- 
mund, legitimate : Nicholas, dying, kft his legitimate chil- 
dren his heirs, and recommended them to the protection of 
Liond, who, feizing the government, confined the two bro- 
thers in Naples, and reigned nino years. At his death, he 
left behind him a young (on, named Nicholas, to the care of 
his brother Borfo, who generoufty recalled the two brothers, 
and educated them as his own children. This prince was unl- 
verfally bdoved for his many virtues ; and having magnificendy 
«entertained the emperor Frederic, was by him honoured with 
the title of duke of Ferrara, which title was confirmed by pope. 
Paul ir. J fmce whidi time his fucceflbrs retained the name of 
didces of Ferrara. 

' Ver, 326. Lo t tìerctdes / — ] Hercules I. the fecond duke 
of Fer rara, after the death of Borfo> fucceeded to the duke- 
dom 
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He, by his virCuéS;^ fhall at length obtain 
The lordfliip, thirty years his right in vain ! 
Puliansj Calabrian^> and Lucanians find 3J0 

His glorious deeds, and bear them ftill in mind : 
Conqueft for him her brighteft wreath prepares. 
When, for the king of Catalan^ he dares 
Th* embattled field 3 nor fliall oilt deed alone 
Exalt him midft the princes of renown : 23S 

For ne'er before Ihall rulei? o^ the land 
Dèferve fuch honour at his country^s hand: 
Not that their city (with indoftrious toil). 
He moves frorti' fens, and builds in fertile foil 1- 
And fi)r his citizens extends the bound, 34O 

And finks a foOTe^ and raife^ if^alls around*; 
Adorns with porticos the fpacious ftreets. 
With temples, theatres, and princely feats. 

doitt which had beeii His right for tìilrty ycàr§, àhd bdhèàded 
Nicholas, the fon of Lionel, who came, with the aid of the 
marquis of Mantua, to get poflèffion of the góVérrimeht. Being 
afterwards cnibi-oikd with thfc Venetians, he was ddpdled of 
many lande, and befieged in Ferrara. A peade bcirtg niadc?, 
Hercules fotight in the fervide of Alphoiifci, king of the Cih. 
talans) and gained many vi£6>ties for hiiii : by his pHidéUcè 
and good condiift, he efcaped tfie (^ptéRtm ofGhàries VIÌL 
king #f Ffaitcej who had fubdtted greett pm of Itìlfj tófid àiVen 
the before-mentioned Alphonfo from his ksngdMtw - 

H 2 Not 
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Net that, \inwcary*d in his country's caufe. 

He frees her fronti the winged lion*s paws : 345 

Or when proud Gallia roufes all to arms> 

And Italy is kindled with alarms, 

His ftatc alone enjoys a peace fincere. 

From abjeft tribute free and fervile fear : 

Not even for thefe, and many bleffings more, 350 

His native foil fhall Hercules adore. 

So much, as that he leaves, to blefs mankind, 

Alphonfo and Hippolito behind : 

Whofe friendlhip may be match'd with that of old 

By ftory'd page of Leda's offspring told ; 355 

Who each, by turns, could feek the nether reign 

To give.his brother to the world again. 

Ver. 345. — the winged Um^s paws : ] The arms of the 
country, put by a figure for the country itfelf. 

. .Ver. 353. Alphonfo and HtfpoUto — ] Alphonfol. the third 
duke of Ferrara, and cardinal Hippolito, his brother, both pa- 
trons of Ariofto. 

Ver. 355. — ofLedds ojgfspring toM-,] Caftor and Pollux : 
Caftor .was the fon of Tyndarus and Leda, and Pollux the fon 
K^ Jupiter, begot by him, under the form of a fwan, of Leda : 
thefe brothers were cefebrated for their friendfhip $ and Pollux;» 
who inherited immortality from Jupiter, defured that he might 
jDiare it with his brother, which being grantftd^ they are feigned 

io live and di^ by turns» 

So 
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So fliall thefe two for ever ftand prepar'd, 

EUch with his own the other's life to guards 

And more defend their land in raging war, 360 

Than ftcely bulwarks rais'd by Vulcan's care. 

Alphonfo fee ! the prince, whofe foul fhall fliine 

With wifdom and with piety divine j 

That men fhall deem Aftrea left the earth 

To vifit after ages at his birth ! 365 

Nor Ihall he lefs in adverfe times require 

The prudence and the valour of his fire; 

For with a fcanty force, he fees at hand 

On one fide Veniqe with a numerous band ; 

Ver. 362. Alphonfo fee! the prince^ ^^1 Alphonfo being at 
variance with the pope and the Venetians, the former made a 
league with Ferrando, king of Naples, who fent him^Fabritius 
Colonna, with four hundre4 men at arms, and Pietro Navarro, 
with two legions of old Spaniih foldiers : he likewife took 
the Switzers into his pay, and equipped a fleet in the Tyrrhene 
feas. Navarro entering, by Romania, into the Ferrarefe, Èodc 
Baftia by ftorm, a fortrefe belonging to the duke, cutting dl 
to pieces. Alphonfo, taking the field, routed the enemy, and 
recovered Bàftia: being wounded with a ftone in the head, 
his men, who bdieved kim flain, to revenge his deadi, put all 
the pope's people to the fword. He afterwards fignalized him- 
felf at Ravenna, in defence of the king of France, where he 
gained that memorable viftory over the fprces of Spain and pope 
Julius II. 

^ H 3 She,. 



101 ORLANDO FURIOSO. B.III. 

She^ on the other> who may better claim 379 

A fury*s titk, than a mother's name i 

Againft h^r offsj^ing cruel war$ to wage 

With moffc than Progne's or Medea'3 rage ! 

Oft a^ h$ iffues forth by day or night. 

He puts his foes by land and fea to flight. 375 

His forces fliall Romania's power o'crthrow. 

And ftain with blufhing ftreams the banks of Po. 

The hireling Spaniard ihall his anger feel. 

Who for the pontiff draws th* avenging ftccl. 

The foe at firft Ihall Baftia's caftle gain, 380 ^ 

The captain, in the fudden onfet, flain. 

But foon the viftor muft his conqueft mourn ; 

Sec ! great Alphonfo fwift to vengeance turn j 

When not a wretch efcapes the general doom 

To bear the fatal tidings back to Rome, 385 

His cQunfel with his lance pnited^i gains 

The laureird glories of Romania's plains, 

Againft ftern Julius, and the Spanifli bands i 

He gives the gonqueft into Gallia's handSé 

The country round (hall pour a crimfon flood, 390 

Where floundering fteeds fliall fwim in feas of blood ; 

Ver. 37i.r— /A/w a ^notbir's name ;] The poet here feems to 

inean the pope, or mother church, that, till then, had always 

CJieriih^d the irace of Efte as |ier fons, 

The 
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The dead unbury'd lie : fuch heaps Ihall fall ; 

The Spaniard, Greek, Italian, Dutch, and Gaul I 

He, whom his veft pontifical reveals, 

Whofe honoured brows the faored hat conceals, 395 

Is he — the cardinal in future time. 

The church's great fupport I in profe and rhim^. 

The theme of every tongue ; whofe boundlefs praife> 

Like Csefar's, fhall demand a Virgil's lays, 

•Tis his with noblefl: deeds t'adorn his race : 400 

So Phoebus' beams the frame of nature grace. 

Put Luna and the fainting ftars to flight. 

And fhining conquer every other light. 

Methinks I fee him with a fcanty train. 

Departing fad, return with joy again ; 405 

While fifteen gallies captive to the fhore 

He brings, befides a thoufand veffek more. 

Behold two Sigifmuodos next appear ; 

See the five fons of great Alphonfo near ; 

Ver. 396. — the cardinal, — ] Hippolito. 

Ver. 406. "^fifteen gallies — ] The Venetians going up the Po 
with a fleet againft Alphonfo, cardinal Hippolito went out of the 
dty with fome horfe and foot, and coming to Volona, a caftk 
near die Po> planted the artillery there to fuch advantage, that 
finding die enemy's gsdties unprovided, mofl: of the crews being 
401 flioie, he fm^ four of them and tódc fifteen ^ but Angelo 
Tf ivifitfic^ the admiral, cicaped vnth ójie« 

H 4 Who 
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Who fliall thcir glories thro' the world difplay, 410 
To fill the diftant lands and fpacious fea. 
View Hercules the fecond, firft advance^ 
Who weds the daughter of the king of France. 
See next Hippolito, whofe afts (hidl fliinc, 
, And like his anceftors adorn his line t 415 

The third Francifco caird : one common name. 
The latter couple from Alphonfo claim. 
But fliould I vainly thus attempt to tell 
The names of all that in thy race excel. 
Before my tale were done, the rifing light 420 

Muft often chace the fleeting fhades of night. 
And now (if fo you deem) 'tis time to ceafe. 
And give the Tprites difmiflion hence in peace. 

Here, when fhe found the damfel thus difposM, 
Her magic book the learn'd enchantrefs clos'd. 425 
At once the phantoms vanifli'd from the view. 
And, where the prophet's corfc wa$ lp.id, withdrew. 

When 

Ver. 412. P'ìew Hercules the fècond^ ,^ J Hercules IL th? 
fourth duke of FerraFa. 

Ver. 426, -— the phantom vamfifd — ] It is fcarcely ne- 
peflary to obferve to the poetical reader, that this book is a clofe 
Witatiw Qf Virgil, lE^ yi. where iEn^as iecs, in vifion, his 

fucceflbrs 
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When Bradamant at length the lilence broke, 
And thus the lage prophetic dame befpoke : 
What mournful pidr was that, who placM between 
Alphonfo and Hippolito were fcen ? 431 

Sighing they came, their eyes to earth declined. 
And gloomy fadnefs feem'd to fill their mind ; 
Far from their brethren's way their fteps they prefs'd. 
As if they ihunn'd to mingle with the reft. 435 

At this demand, the prophetcfs appears 
With vifagc changed, her eyes are filPd with tears. 
Unhappy youths ! what mifery (Ihe cry'd) 
For you the wiles of treacherous men provide. 
O race renowned ! O great Herculean feed ! 440 
Ah ! let your goodnefs for their errors plead : 

fucceflbrs pafs before him. Camoens has imitated both tfae& 
poets in his prophecy of Thetis, of the heroes that were to follow 
Gama. See Lusiad, B. x. 

Ver. 430. TFhat mournful penr — ] Ferrante of Efte, nature 
brother to Alphonfo and Hippolito, eidier through views of am- 
bition, or becaufe Alphonfo refufcd to procure him fatisfaSion 
for an injury which he had received from Hippolito, had con- 
fplred with Julio, his natural brother, to aflàffinate the duke ; but 
the plot being difcovered they were condemned to perpetual 
imprifohment. Porcacchi, 

Ver. 439. — . the toiles ef treacherous men—'] The poet, ìby 
this equivocal expreffion^ fcems dcfirous tg caft a veil ov^r th^ 
g;uiltofthefebrotbOT, 

From 
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From yoii their veins the rkheft currents pit)ve ; 
Let juftioc here give tray to brother's knne ! 
She then pfbcteded in « fofter tone : 
Seek not to afk^ what muft not novr be ihown : 445 
Ah I gentle maid I fuffice the good jou know ; 
Nor wiih for that^ which focmd, mojr caule your woe» 
Soon as to-morrow's dawning light we viewf 
The rcadieft path together we'll purf»e> 

Ver. 445. Séfknttu^'^'ì This pafiog^ is a cfefe cù{iy rf 
Virgil, where JEneaSy feeing in vifion his fucceflbrs pais before 
him, in the fame manner as is here related of Bradamant, a(ks 
the fame ^aitS&m, and receives for anfwer, 

■ L uftus ne quere euorum* JEif. vi. 
Seek laat die fonews of ifay race to know. 

Concerning the misfortunes of die youths bene alluded to, Sir 
|ohn Harrington tdh die following ftory : 

^ It h^>pened diat Hippolito and oin; of tbefe broAers.fbU in 
love with a courtefan, who (hewing lefs afFeéìion to Hippdtto» 
was one day very eameftly importuned by him to know what 
moved her to prefer his brother before him ) fhe anfwered, it was 
his Beautiful eyes ; upon which Hippolito ordered them to be 
thnift out j; but the youth found means to preferve his fight, and 
meeting no redreis by making his complaint to the duke, he^ and 
fte other brother here mentioned, confpired to kill him ; ,l}ut at 
the time of the execution their hearts &iled them, and die plot 
Hong dlfcovered, they were kept in perpetual imprifonment.*' 
^tcs to Sir John Harrington's Tranflatlon, B. ili. 

To 
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To where Rogero is in duran.cc laid : 450 

Myfelf will gui,de you through the foreft-lkade i 
And, when we reach the margin of the flood. 
Will teach you every winding of the road. 

All night the virgin in the cave remain'd. 
With fage difcourfe by Merlin entertain'd, 45 j^ 
Who often warn*d th* attentive maid to prove 
Propitious to her dear Rogero's love. 
Soon as the fkies began to glow with light. 
She left the fubterranean caves of night 5 
But firft, with fage Melifla, took her way 460 

Through gloomy paths impervious to the day i 
At length, aicending, reached a defert place 
With favage hills, untrod by human race. 
The live-long day, unrefting, they puriu^d 
Their courfe, and many a rock and torrent viewed. 
Still, as they went, endeavouring to allay 466 

With fweet difcourfe the labours of the way. 
But chief the prophetefs initru£ts the maid 
How fhe may beft th* imprifon'd champion aid. 
Though you were Mars, or Pallas' felf (flic cry'd) 470 
And drew as many- warriors on your fide. 
As Afric*s prince or mighty Charlemain, 
You would oppofc th' enchanter's power in vain^ 

Noe 
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Not only does he rear (amazing fight !) 

His tower of fteel on fuch a fteepy hcfght : 475 

Not only does he riile a winged horfe. 

That ftrangely through the air direfts his courfc i 

But on his arm he bears a blazing fhield^ 

That cafts the gazer fenfelefs on the field ; 

And fliouldyou keep your eye-lids clos*d, to fliun 48^0 

The hidden force of this terreftrial fun. 

How then the battlers progrefs could you know. 

When your foe flies, or when he aims a blow ? 

But to withftand his arts on me rely. 

Nor can the world an aid like this fupply. 485 

King Agramant a ring of great import 

Has given to one Brunello of his court. 

Who now before us on the way is feen : 

This ring (late taken from an Indian queen) 

Is fuch, that he who wears it on his hand, 490- 

May every fraud of magic power withftand. - 

No left Brunello knows of fervile guiles, 

Than he, who keeps your knight, of magic wiles. 

Ver. 486. Xjng Agramant a n«^ — ] This feems to be a new 
attempt of Bnindlo to free Rogero a ibcond time from the 
bands of Atlantes. It has been before related, from Boyardo, 
how he was taken from the enchanted garden on Mount Carena 
in Africa, See Note on B. ii. Ver. 395. 

Ver. 489, — tf» Indian ^ueen'\ Angelica, daughter of Ga- 
IqphpoQ* 

This 
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This man, fo Ikill'd and crafty in deceit. 
His monarch fends to work a hardy feat, 49 j 

That, by his cunning and enchanted ringj 
He from the caftlc may Rogero bring. 
Whom much the king efteems ; but Ihall ht owe 
His freedom to a Pagan, and our foe ? 
Three days your courfe along the fhore purfue ; 500 
^The fhore will foon appear before our view) 
Th? third your fteps will to the dwelling bring. 
Where you fhall meet the man that wears the ring* 
His ftature (keep the pifture in your mind) 
Is not fix fpans, his head to earth declined, 505 
Dark is his tawny Ikin, and black his hairs; 
On his pale face a bulhy beard he wears : 
His eyes are fwoln ; his fquinting looks afide i 
Hi$ eye-brows ftaring, and his noftrils wide : 
His drefs, which gives you all the man complete, 5 10 
Is fhort and flirait, and for a courier meet. 
With him you doubtlefs mull awhile difcourfe 
On the ftrange caftle, and th* enchanter's force. 
Then fpeak your wifti to dare th' adventurous deed. 
And make in fight the necromancer bleed; 515 
3ut lerhim no fufpicion entertain 
You know the ring that makes enchantments vain. 

Soon 
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Soon will he proffer on your way to ride. 
And to the rocky mountain be your guide. 
Then follow him, and mark my word» aright^ 5120 
Soon as the rock appears before your fight. 
Your fix'd refolves let no compaflion (hake. 
But feize the wretch, his forfeit life to take 1 
For fliould his lips receive the ring, he flies 
Involved in mift from your aftoniih'd cyes4 515 

Thus fpeakingj to the fhore at length they drew, 
Where Bourdeaux and Garohna rofe to view; 
And here, but firft fome tender tears they fhed. 
They parted as their different purpofc led. 
Duke Amon*s daughter, whofc impatient breaft ^;^<} 
Rogero fiird, her eager journey prefs'd, 
Till at an inn at length ihe ceased her way, 
And faw Brunello there at clofe of day. 

Full well flie knew the man fhe fought to find, 
So well his form was treafur'd in her mind : 535 
She queftions where he goes, and whence he came. 
While lyes to all he frames; nor lefs the dame, 
Wam'd of his arts, for falfehood, falfehood deals. 
Her country feigns, her name and race conceals j 
While watchful on his hands her eye fhe bends, 540 
And every look, his treachery known, attends. . 

10 As 



B. III. ORLANDO FURIOSO. ni 

As thus diftruft on either fide prevails^ 
A dreadful noife each ftartled car aiTaiis. 

But ceafe we here, my lord ! to tell the caufe ; 
And here awhile permit the talc to paufe. 545 



ENDOF THE THIRD BOOK. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Bradamant, following die advice of Meliila, takes the ring 
from BruaeSo, dkfeats Atlantes, the ma^ciaiiy and fets his pri- 
ibners at liberty ; but foon after lofes her lover Rogero, who is 
carried from her, in a wonderful manner» by the cohtrivance of 
Atlantes. Rinaldo, who was lent on an embafly to England 
being caft by a tempeft on dte eoaft of Scotland, is entertained 
at an abbey, where he is acquainted with |he misfortune of 
Geneura, daughter to the king of Scotland, and undertakes to 
iight in her btfialf. 
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THOUGH we' too oft difflmulation find 
Th' attendant vice of a xiegenerate mind ; 
Yet, fince in this bad wofld we itiuft oppdfe 
A thoufand perils and a thoufand foes, 
A blamelefs art, in time of need purfu'd, 5 

Has oft* been found the means of future good ; 
A fure defence from threatening danger prov'd ; 
Impending fliame, and death itfelf remov'd. 

If after proofs long-try'd, and try*d in vain. 
You fcarce at laft a faithful friend attain; xo 

A friend to whom you truly can impart 
Each little care that fills the fecret heart : 
How with Brunello (hall the maid proceed, 
Brunello, ftrange to every virtuous deed i 

la But 
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But as Melifla had difplay'd before, 15 

Of treafon fram'd, and vers*d in guileful lore ? 
She to deceive, no lefs her mind applies. 
As beft befeems with him, the fire of lies ! 
While thus their mutual converfe they purfue. 
Still on his hands fhe bends her heedful view ; 20 
When fudden cries their ftartfed ears invade, 
O ! glorious mother 1 (cry'd th' aftonifh'd maid) 
O ! king of heav'n ! from what dread wonder grows 
This ftrange alarm ? but foon the caufe Ihe knows j 
She fees the hoft, and all the houfhold near j 15 
Who in the windows or the ftreets appear 
Gazing aloft, as when the vulgar fpy 
A dark eclipfe, or comet in the (ky. 
And now a wondrous fight the virgin faw, 
(A wondrous fight, furpaffing nature's law) 30 
A courfer through the air direft his flight. 
Who bore upon his back an armed knight. 
Large were his wings, with different colours grac'd. 
And in the midft the magic knight was plac'd : 
His fliining arms of polifh'd fteel appeared, 35 

And tow'rds the weftern Ikies his courfc he fteer'd ; 
Till finking, he behind the mountains flew. 
Then faid the hofl: (and well the truth he knew) 

Ver. 22. ! glorious mother /] The virgin Mary. 

Beholdt 
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Behold a ftrange magician fam*d afar. 

Oft feen to journey through the fields of air; 40 

Sometimes he feems amid the ftars to rife ; 

And now, more lowly, near the eai'th he flies 5 ' 

While every beauteous damfcl in his wsty. 

The necromancer feizes as his prey.' 

Thus all whofe features charms tranfcendent Ihare, 45 

Or thofe, who give themfelves the namc.of fair, : 

With terror ftruck, avoid his hated fight. 

And ihun the face of day with pale afiright. 

On a high rock (the hofl: purfuing faid) 

He holds a caftle, by enchantment made 1 50 

A fortrcfs built of ftone, whofe frame excels 

Whatever of wondrous, old tradition tells. 

Full many knights have foiight the place in vain. 

For none could boaft they e'er rettirn'd again j 

That much I dread, fo dear th' adventure coft, 55 

His life, or liberty, each warrior loft ! 

This tale with joy th' attentive virgin heard. 
In hopes (nor after, vain her hopes appeared) 
Soon by the magic ring's afliftipg power. 
To quell th' enchanter and deftroy his tower. 60 
Then to the hoft flie faid : let one be found, 
Whofe fteps may guide me to this fatal ground ; 

1 3 Fw* 
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For know I burn with rage to prove my might 
On thi6 magicbn in imnteditte fight. 
Thou Ihalt not want an aid (Brunello cry'd) 6^ 
Behold, myfclf I proffer for your guide. 
The windings of the road I can difplay. 
With many fecrcts to beguile the way. 
With grateful thanks I take you for my guide. 
In hopct to gain the ring, the maid rcply'd. 70 
The hoft a courier brought the virgtn-knight> 
Apt for the road, and ftrongly limb'd for fight ; 
On this fhe mounted, and her way purfu'd, 
Soon as the rifing mom the day renew'd. 
From ileep to fteq), from wood to wood diey 
pafs'd, \ 75 

Till fam'd Pyrenees hills they reached at laft. - 
There may the fight, in ffcies fcrene, explore 
. Gallia and Spain, with either diftarit fliore : 
Thence from the fummit fhcw'd a rough defccnt. 
That winding to the lower valley went; 80 

Ycr. 76. — Pyrenees hills — } Boyardo*s enchanted garden 
was on Mount Carena in Africa ; Ariofto's caftle, on the hills 
that divide Spain fiiom the ftifdieft part of Fiunce, fottmriy 
called Acquitania, The plain "^at the foot cf tbefe hiUs^ was 
called Ronfcevaux, (Ronfcevalles) celebrated by rooiaijces for 
the fcene of tfie great Battle, in which feH ahnoft àH the principal 
anights and paladins of France. 

Where, 



Where3 in the midfl^ .^ rocky isaouiitain ftoo4 
On which aloft the fwt of fted %hey vicw'd i 
That rear'd to heavenj ^ith fqch fti^^piCQ^ov^ he^ht. 
Made all beneath feem little in it^s fight. 
Behold th' eiKrhanter's tower (BruAello ikid) £i( 
In which the kaights and dames ere prifoners made. 

Hewn in fbiM- equal fides, the mountain ^:ofc 
AboTC the plain ; nor path nor jftep ,it iflxows 
T* affift the feet 5 but feem'd a place defign'd 
.For fome ftrange animal of wii^^ rkind. 5^9 

The yivgm now.percehr'd the hour was -come 
To.fóBe the ring, and feal Brun^lio's doom : 
But her.^reat foul th'^jn^orious thought difiiain'ct 
To fee; with blood like hisi, -her weapon ftain'di 
Since fhe might fafcly of his rii^g deprive, 95 

And yet preferve the.helplefs wretch alive. 
Then, while Brunello .unfufpefting.pafs!d. 
She feiz'd him unawares, and bound him faft 
To a ftrong trunk beneath the beech's fha<k i 
But from his finger iicft the ring conveyed. 100 
In vain his every art Brunello tries. 
And begs his freedom with unmanly cries : 
She leaves him ; and, with fteps.fecure and flow, 
Forfakcs the hilU and feeks the j^in below : 

1 4 Then 
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Then winds her horn^ that echoes to the Ikies, 105 

And having breath'd a blaft, with fliouting cries 

She boldly to the field her foe defies. 

Nor long (he ftays, the fierce enchanter hears. 

And, ifluing*from the caftle-gate, appears : 

But Bradamant beheld with fccret joy, no 

« 
Her foe no weapons in the field employ. 

Nor lance, nor heavy mace, nor fword he wore. 

To bruife the armour, and the corflet bore. 

On his left arm was brac'd a myftic ihield, 

Whofe wondrous orb a crimfon veil conceal'd. 115 

His right hand held a book, and while he read, 

Illufive phaAtoms round his foes he fpfead. 

With fpear or fword he feem*d to urge the fight 5 

And oft had dazzled many a warrior's fight. 

Ver. 111. '^ ni weapons in ihe field '^'l Pinabello, in the fe- 
cond book,- had deferibed the magician as making ufe of weapons 
in the battle with Gxadaffo and Rogero; but it muft be remem- 
bered, that his fight vrzs deluded b^ ma^ic, as Ariofto in this 
paflage, fays: 

His right hand held a book, and while he read, 
Jllufive phantoms round his foes he fpread» * . * 
With fpear, or fword, he feemM to urge the fight^ &c. 

Ver. 117. 

But the poet now, Ipeaking in his own perfon, reprefents the 
matter as it really appeared to Bradamant, 

But 
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But no illufion was his flying ftced ; ii2o 

A griffin and a marc the mingled breed 
Compos'd J and like his fire his feet before. 
His head, his feathers, and his wings he wore $ * 
(In all the reft his mother-mare was fliown) 
And by the name of griffin-horfc was known. 125 
Such, though but rarely, in thofe hills appear. 
Beyond where ocean feels the freezing year. 
Thence had the enchanter drawn him by his fkill. 
And made him foon obedient to his will ; 
Taught him the faddle and the reins to wear, 130 
And o'er the earth and feas his matter bear. 
But all the reft that in the fight he ftiow'd. 
From airy vifions of enchantment flowed : 
Yet nought againft the maid avail'd his art. 
Such wifdom could the facred ring impart. 135 
And now ftie feems enrag'd to ftrike the wind j 
Now darts before ; then fwiftly turns behind. 
At laft (for fo Melifla had required, 
To win the palm which moft the maid dcfir'd) 
In fury from her fteed fhe feems to light, 140 

And eager on her feet purfue the fight. 
This feen, the necromancer bends his care. 
With one enchantment to conclude the war 5 

And, 
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And/ thinking now the damfel to coafound^ 
Removes the covering from his buckler's round. 14$ 
Such was his wont— awhile the fliining ray 
He kept conceal'd to hold the knights in play : 
For^ wi|th a fportive mindj he took delight 
To fee them wield the fword and §)car in fight. 
So when the wily cat a prifoner draws 1 jo 

Some haplefs n^ufe within her cruel claws ; 
Wanton awhile Ihe joys his fears to fee. 
Nor yet will kill, nor fet the captive free. 
To that we might, in every former war. 
The foul magician and the knights compare : JJJ 
But not in this, the .ring with powerful aid 
Here gave th* advantage to the warrior-onaid. 
Who watchful as Ihe fought t* efcapc fuiprize. 
Attentive on the forc*rer fix'd her eyes ; 

Ver, 150. —tó^ tvify cat — ] Many paflàges in Ariofto are 
of the ludicrous kind, of which this fimile is àn exami^ which 
is taken from the moft common and familiar image in life: 
there is an.inftance of this kind ftill more ludicrous, where he 
defcrikes die univerial terror fpread by Aftolpho's horn in the 
enchanted palace of Atlantésv B. xxii. ver. x6i. 

In cafa non rcfta gatta ne topo. 
l^or cat nor moufe within the dwelling ftay'd. 

Such paflages, blended with others truly epic, prove Ariofto's 
ftile and imagery to be of the mixed kind. 

Soon 
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Soon as (he faw the buckler's blàae i^vcaJM, t^ 

She clos'd her eyes, a^d tumbled on the field t 

Nor think the fplendor of the beaming Ught, 

As with the reft, liad power to hurt her fight ; 

But the wife vif^gin took this artful cbuffe. 

To lure the vaitt enchanter from his horie. 165 

He*- wile fuccéeding, fwiftly wheeling round> 

The flying borfeman lighted on the ground : 

On foot he leapt, and left behind his fhield, 

Ty'd to his faddle^ in the veil concealed. 

Then haftea'd where th* expefting datnfel lay; 170 

So waits a wolf to make the kid his prey ; 

While, on the ground neglefted, he forfook 

(With which he wag'd the war) his magic book. 

Now with a chain to bind his foe he thought, 

A chain prepared, for fuch a purpofe brought j 175 

But here an uncxpefted difference found ; 

The noble damfel hurl'd him to the ground ; 

He far tìnfft a ftrife like this to wage j 

She ftrong in youth, and he depreft with age. 

Now Bradamant her conquering weapon fpread, 180 
And from his flioulders thought to part his head ; 
But, marking well his face, her hand reftrain'd. 
As if fuch nieanirevenge her foal difdain'd. 

She 
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She vicw'd the features of her vanquifh'd foe. 
With wrinkles furrow'd o'ei*, and worn with woe i 1 85 
Who, by his filyer locks md reverend mien. 
At leaft the courfe of fcventy years had feen. 

For Heaven's fake,, youth ! conclude.the fatal ftrifc, 
(The loft magician faid) and take my life. 
But fhe no lefs to fave his life confpir'd, 190 

Than he to leave the hated light dcfir*d. 
Meantime a new delire poffefs'd the dame. 
To learn th* enchanter's countly, and his namei 
And what he by that rocky tower defign'd. 
Built in a wild, to ravage all mankind. 195 

Alas ! for no ill purpofe (thus replies 
The old enchanter, mingling tears and fighs) 
On yon fteep rock I built my fettled home. 
Nor avarice makes me round the country roam 5 - 
But fond aflfcdtion would my foul incite, floo 

To fave from peril great a gentle knight, 
luong threatened by his ftars, in Gallia's land 
To die a Chriftian by a treacherous hand. 
A youth like this, for looks and courage bold. 
Ne'er did the fun 'twixt either pole behold 5 aa5 
Rogero call'd : his infancy with care 
I nurs'd : Atl^ntes l\ t^f AameJ h^ir. 

Defire 
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Delire of fame, but more his cruel chance. 
With Agràmant allur'd his ftcp to France : 
While I, who Jove him with a parent's love, <. 210 
Seek him from France and danger to remove : 
For this alone I raised thr fhately tower. 
To keep Rbgero's life from fortune's power; 
Where late I kept him prifonér fafe, and where 
I vainly hop*d, alas ! yourfclf to bear! 215 

With gallant dames and knights I fiU'd the place. 
With many others of the nobleil race 5 
That, though deny'd to leave this fafe retreat. 
Society might make his bondage fweet. 
Except their freedom, I with care. provide 220 
For every want, for every wifh befide. 
Whate'er the. world affords each various coafl: 
To gtvedelight^ thefe cs^le walls can boaft: 
The fong, the dance, the coftly garb, the feaft ; 
Whate'er the heart can think, or tongue requeft ! 225 
Well had I fown, and well the fruits enjoy'd; 
But thou art come, and all my work's dcftroy'd. 
•Alas ! if like your gentle looks, you bear 
A gentle heart, in pity hear my prayer. 
That buckler take, which I with joy refign, 230 
And take that flying fteèd which once was mine. 

Or, 
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I 

Or, haft thou friends in yonder tx>wer confined ì 
Free onei or two ; remain the reft behind; 
Nay, all my prifbncrs, if thou feek'ft, rccciyc^ 
So thou alone wilt my Rogero leave^ a J5 

But if, alas 1 ev'n him. thou would'ft remove; 
Before thou Jead'ft to France ihe youth I love. 
Ah I kt me by thy pitying fwordbe flain> 
And free this ^irit from ber hòufè of pwu 

To this the maid — Thy fruidefs plaints give t/er. 
For khow-I will the captive knight rettore 5 ^f i 
Nor gfier fliield, nar courfer to refign. 
No longer yours, by right of conqueft mine : 
Or were they yours to ghrc> could gifts like thefe 
For fuch a warrior's iofs my mind appeafe ? 245 
For this Rotgeiro is cocrfin- d wkh care, 
T' avoid the tfareatcoing influence of his ftaar ! 
O blind to fate! or, grant you can forefee. 
What human power ihsdll alter Heaven's decree ? 
But if your own near fate you never knewj 250 
Far Icfs another's fate your art can view. 
Requeft not death from mej fuch prayers are vain: 
Or if fincere you fcek to end your pain 5 
Though all th« world denies, the noble mind 
Can from itfelf its own difmiffion findt 255 

6 • But 
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Bat firfl: fet wider the caftle gate with fpeed> 
And let your pnfoners all from bonds be freed* 

So fpoke the virgin; and, without delay, .. ^ 
With old Atlaiitcs took her eager way. 
Chains of his- own the necromancer bind ; 260 

'Jlie cautious damfel follows clofe behind i .; 
For, ftill in doubt, fomc fccret guile flic fear^di 
Though deep fubmiffion in his face appeared. - 
New near they came, where on the rocky fide 
Scarce to be feen^ a narrow cleft fhe fpy'd, 165 
B^ which the ftcps, in windings from the mead. 
To the high fimimit of the mountain lead. 

Atlantes from the threfhold mov'd a ftone. 
Where myftic figns and chara6!era were Ihown : 
Beneath were refiels, whence was fcen expire 270 
Sulphureous fmoke that came from hidden fire. 
All thefe the forc'rer broke ; and fudden grew 
The country dèfert, comfortlefe to view ì 
As oft from nets the thrufhes take their flight. 
So fwift the necromancer Qew from fight : 275 

At once with him, diffolv'd to empty air. 
The vaniih*d cs^le left the mountain bare» 
Surpriz'd, themfelves the knights and ladies found 
From ftately rooms rcmov'd to open ground : 

While 
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While many view'd their prcfent ftatc with p^n, 280 
And wifli'd for pleafing flavery again. 
Gradaffo, Sacripant were there to fee : 
The knight Prafildo too, from prifon free. 
Who with Rinaldo came from eaftern lands; 
Iroldo, jojn'd with him in friendly bands. 285 

Here noble Bradamant with joy perceiy'd 
Her lov'd Rogcro, him for whom (he griev'd 3 
Who, when he faw.the beauteous maid, exprefs'd 
The grateful tranfports of an amorous breaft s 
As one he valu'd, to his foul more dear 090 

Than golden beams of light, or vital air. 
E'er fince the day the fair her helm unbound. 
And in her lovely head rcceiv'd a wounds 
Each other night and day they fought in vain. 
Nor till this blifsful hour could meet again. 295 
Now when with longing eyes Rogero view'd 
Where fhe, his lov'd> his fair deliverer flood. 



Ver. 283. — Praftldo^ 285.. Iroldo^ — ] Chriftian knigbts 

In Boyardo's poem, who had been imprifoned with Rinaldo, 
Dudon, and others, in a caftle in the eaft, and being afterwards 
delivered, fet out with Rinaldo for France, to the affiftance of 
Charlenudn, and are here fuppofed to have been taken prifoners 
by Atlantes, 

Ver. 292. E*er ftnce th$ day^ — ] See General View of 
Boy ARDORS Story. 

So 
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So vaft a pleafurc fill'd his ravifli'd mind. 
He deem'd himfelf the happieft of mankind. 

From ihameful bondage freed, the warriori 
came, * .300 

Where in the valley ftood the conquering dame ; 
And where the wondrous courfer they beheld. 
Who bore the buckler in the veil conceal'd. 
The damfel now tp feize his reins eflay'd, 
And, till (he nearer drew, the courfer ftay'd ; 30^ 
But foon he fpreads his wings, and fpurns the plain 5 * 
Then, at a little diftance,- lights again. 
Eager (he follows, where flie fees the fteed 
Now here, now. there, defcending on the mead. 
Thus, on the fandy fhorc, in mazy-rounds, 310 
The wily crow the fpaniel's fearch confound*. 
•GradaiTo, Sacripant, Rogero try*dj 
Alike each knight his feveral art apply'd ; . 
Some on the hills, fome planted on the plain. 
As beft they thought the winged fteed to gain 5 315 
But ^e (when firft he had the warriors led 
Up tHe rough paths to every mountain head, 
Apd ill the marfhy vales beneath conveyed) 
At length befide Rogero gently ftay'd. 
This was Atlantcs* work, whofe aged breaft 320 
A thoufand anxious boding fears opprcfs'd, 
Vol,. I. K ^ Who 
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Who oft had rack'd his thoughts with pious eare> 

To fave Rogero from his fatal ftar. 

For this he bids the griffin-horfe alightj 

To bear from Europe's climes the youthful knight, 

Rogero thought to lead him on the way^ 3^»^ 

But the fleedj topping fhort^ refused t' obey. 

From good Frontino then he leaps with fpeed> 

(Frohtino was the champion's generous fteed) 

He dares the ftrong-plum'd courfer to beftride, 330 

And claps his goring rowels in his fide 3 

\yho runs awhile, till rifing from the plain. 

He fpurns the ground beneath and fòvs amain. 

So when the mafter lets the falcon fly. 

At once he fees his prey, , and fhoots along the 

The maid, alarm'd, beheld with fhuddering fight. 
Her dear Rogero in this dangerous plight : 
Such various paffions in her bofom wrought, 
SJie feem'd awhile deprived of fcnfe and thought. 
What Ihe of youthful Ganymede had beard, 340 
To heaven by Jove's almighty will preferred. 

Ver. 32^. — /Vd?»//w— ] The hoHc which Brunello ftole 
from Sacripant, and gave to Rogero. 

See Geml^ View ©f Boy ardo's Story. 

She 
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SHe doubù m^ pf oy« of her Rogera wjtt, 
Whofe equal graces- cbarm'd the gazer's yiew. 
His courfe fhe follows throDgh the dìftant Ikìcs, 
While yet hig cóujffe (he reaches with her eyes ; 345 
Kven whf Q thie diftance teavse^ her light behind» 
She follows ftsll^ and yipws hina in her mind. 
Her tender bofom heaves with labouring iighs. 
While ceafelcfi farrows trickle from her ey^s. 
]But when her loyei iQng in vain flie mourn'd^ 350 
Her looks upon his gallant fteed fhe turn'd» 
Then, parting, tq^ Fratino by the rein, 
}n hopes to give hiin to his icord again* 

Meantime the manlier flew, nor knew the knight 
Tq rule the rein?, or ftpp hi? rapid flight. 35^ 

He feei th? face of earth d^qre^sM ip feow» 
And every lofty fumniit left below ; 
So far r^iiìQv'd, no more his eye defcrics 
Where the vales fink> or where the mountains rife. 
But when the fteed had gain'd fo v^ft .a height, ;ì6o 
K(e fecm'd a littl? fpot to mortal fight. 
He fteer'd his courfe, to where in weftern ftreams 
The fqn defcends, when Cancer feels his beams. 
He cuts his airy way i as vefTcls fail 
On profperous feas before the driving gale. 365 

K 2 But 
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But let him go, ^nd well his voyage fpeed> 
While to Rinaldo muft the tale proceed. 

Rinaldo that, and all th' enfuing day» 
Was driven by tcmpefts o'er the watery way : 
From morn till eve the wind unceafing blew : 37a 
Now to the weft, and now the north they drew j 
At laft upon the fhore of Scotland light. 
Where Calcdpnia's forcft rofe to fight. 

That 

Ver. 366. But Ut htm goi — ] He returns to Rogero, B, vi. 
ver. iif, and to Bradamaxit^.B. vìi» ver. 212; 

Ven .373. — t Cte^fegg^x ^^ — ] The forcft of Caledonia, 
&tnous for its dreai^Toiitudes, v^as the fcene of the exploits of . 
many of the knights errant, of which fuch &biilous accounts are 
given in the books of chivalry of thofe times : of thefb knights, 
the principal were the five following mentioned by our au- 
thor. 

Triftram, fon of Meliadis, king of Leonis, and one of 
the fi|;ft of the errant knights fworn at the round table. 
M2q*co, king of Cornwall, having engaged to marry Ilbtta^ 
daughter of king Languines, fent his nephew Triftram to 
Ireland, to fetch over the bride. Ifotta's mother, having pre- 
pared an .enchanted potion to j&ake her daughter beloved 
by her hufband, had cntrufted it to a confidante, when it 
happened, that Triftram and Ifotta, in the voyage, tafted 
of the potion,^ and became violently enamour^ of each 
other. King Marco, having fome time aftcrw^tfds fuf- 
prifed the lovers together, (hatched up Triftram's lance, 

which 
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That 'midft its ancient oaks was wont to hear 
The riven target, and the lhiver*d fpear : 375 

Here once were feen, beneath thefe ihades rever'd^ 
ÌEach errant-knight in Britain's combats fear'd : 

From 

which ffood without the chamber, and flew him therewith : 
upon which Kotta fell on the body, and expired. Triftnun's 
companion waS) 

Launcelot^ a knight alfo fwom of. the round' taUe, andibn 
of Bando, king of Benoich : he was deeply in love with queen 
Guenever, wife to king Arthur, and no lefs beloved by her : 
after her death, he became a hermit* Launcelot was deceived 
by a daughter of king Pifcatore, who, feeing his paffion for the 
queen, by a crafty mie lay with htm in her flead, and^ had by 
him a fon called, 

GalafTo, who being created a knigKrIjyliìs father, was the 
firfl that fate in the chair of Merlin: he is faid to have obtained 
the holy veflèl, in which our Saviour eat with his difciples^ and 
was reputed a faint. 

Arthur, was the fon of Uther Pendragon, king of England : 
Jeffcry of Monmouth informs us, that Uther Pendragon fell 
in love with Igerne (or Jogerne) die wife of Gorlois, prince 
of Cornwall. In die abfbnce of Gorlois, Merlin, by his 
magic, transformed Uther into the likenefs of Jordan, a fami- 
liar friend of Gorlois, himfclf afltiming the figure of one Brir- 
eel ; by means of whicii artifice Udler enjoyed Igerne, and 
begot king Arthur, who is fàid to have been the greatefl king 
that ever lived : he was fo renowned a warrior, that he flew 
with his own hand, &ur himdred and flxty men in batde, and 
added other kingdoms to his own : he wore a golden helmet^ 
•with a dragon for his crcft j dius Spenfcr in his Fairy Queen : 

Xi His 
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From regions far and near^ well known to fame, 
Fn>m Norway, Germany, and <yallia came 
Eadh gallant chief, wlio nobly fcom'd his iile, 3S0 
Where death or conqucft croWn'd die glorious ^i(tl 

Here 



His hau^^ hèttnet, honrid all wkh gdd, 
Both glorious brightnefe and great terror bred, 
Fdr all the creft a dragon did enfdd 
With greedy paws - ^ ' • fl. i* C. viu 

On his (hield wtó ehgraved tìle'èftgies<3lf tìie Vii^ki Maty s 
he bore a lance of uncommon fize and iveight, with which ìiè 
jlevirhis fon Morditts, tvho had rebelled agalnft him, and lay In 
ambuih to aflàifinate him ; hence Dante lays : 

.Con efs* un colpo' per le torn d'Artù. 
Widi this a blfow from Artbwr's hand — *• 

This prince wafe the firft that eftabliflied the order of tbe round 
^ble, mth fo many fanKHis knights : his end is uncertain ^ fome 
iày, that he received his mortal wound in fighting againft his 
traitftrous nephew Mordi^dj but the dà Welch bards had a 
ftrange tradition, that he was not dead, but would return after 
ja time, and reign in as great authority as ever. 

Galvano (or Gawaine) i there were two of this name, one the 
nej^ew of Arthur, a man of great valour, and one of the round 
table: the other was under Amadis de Gaule: they were both 
great kni^ts, and atchieved many adventures. On die beach of 
die fea, near Mil&rd-haven, is a natural rock fhaped into a chapel, 
. which tradition reports to have been^the burying-place of Sir 

; * ' Gawaine, 
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Here Triftram mighty deeds performed of old, 
GalafToj Launcelot, and Arthur bold. 
Galvano brave ; with more that titles drew 
Both from the ancient table, and the new; 385 
Knights, who have left to fpeak their valiant mind. 
More than one trophy of their worth behind. 

Rinaldo arms, his fteed Bayardo takes. 
And landing on the fliore, the fea forfakes : 
He bids the pilot Berwick fpeed to gain^ 390 

And there till his arrival to remain. 

Without a fquire the fearlefs knight pervades 
The gloomy horror of thofe dreary fliades ; 

Gawaine, the nephew of Arthur. See Porcacchi, War* 
ton's, and Upton's notes on Spcnfer, &c. 

Ver. 385. — /& ancie?a table^ and the new;'} " The round 
table was not peculiar ^o die reign of king Arthur, but w^s 
common in all the ages of chivalry. Any king W9s faid to 
" hold a round table," when he proclaimed a tournament at- 
tended wid) Ibme peculiar folemnities/' See Reliques of Ancient 
Poetry, Vol. i. p. 35. 

Ver. 392. — the knight pervades] This paflàgp has i^orc the 
^r of the old romances than moft parts of the poem. A prince, 
iènt from his fovereign on an embaily to a foreign power, be- 
ing landed near a forefi, inftead of taking the neareft way to 
execute his commiffion, wanders up and down in ibarch of 
adventures : however, the reader may perhaps be tempted t^ 
overlook this inconfiftency, for the fake of the epifbde thereby 
introduced. 

K4 Now 
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Now hercji now there, as moft he hop*d to find 
Adventures of a new and dreadful kind. 395 

The firft day brought him to an abbey fairj 
Whofe wealth was fpent with hofpitable care. 
Beneath its roof reception to provide 
For knights and dames that through the forèft ride. 
The monks and abbot, with a friendly grace, 400 
Welcomed the brave Rinaldo to the place j 
Who now enquired (but not till grateful food 
Had cheer'd his fpirits and his ftrength renewed) 
How in the compafs of that favage ground. 
Adventures flxange by wandering knights were 
found. 405 

He might (they anf^er'd) *midft the woods eflay 
A thoufand perils in the lonely way j 
Bufi as the place, fo were the deeds conceard. 
And feldom to the wondering world reveal'd. 
Far rather go (they cry'd) wh^re done in fight, 410 
Your aftions may be view'd in open light : 
Where after toil and danger follows fame^ 
•With ready trump your praifcs to proclaim. 
But if indeed your honour you regard, 
^Then hear the nobleft enterprize prepared, 415 
That ever yet, in ancient times or new, 
A courteous warrior could in arms purfue: ' 

3 Our 
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Our monarch's daughter needs a gallant knight^ 

In her defence to wage a finglc fight 

Againft a lord (Lurcanio is his name) 420 

Who feeks to fpoil her of her life and fame. 

He to her father has accus'd the maid^ 

(Perhaps by hatred more than reafon fway'd) 

That ihe receiv'd, confeft before his fight, 

A lover at her window in the night, 42J 

Her crime in flames ftie expiates by the laws, 

Unlefs a champion rifcs in her caufe 

Within a month (now hafliening to an end) 

Her life againft th* accufer to defend. 

irhe cruel laws of Scotland's realm decree 430 

That every maid, of high or low degree, 

Accus'd of yielding to th' alluring fire 

Of lawkfs love, in torment fhall expire : 

I^or aught can fave the wretched damfel's life, 

Unlefs fome warrior dare the generous ftrife. 435 

The. king, who for Geneura's fafety fears, 

(Such is the name his haplefs daughter bears) 

Proclaims through every city, far and near. 

That he who dares in her defence appear, 

Whofe arm fliall lay her proud accufer low, 440 

(If he his birth to noble parents owe) 

. ;. .ShaU 
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ShsiU ibr his bride the tojzl maid receive* 

With fuch a dower att fitt a prtoee to give* 

A deed like this fiK>ukl more jour fivord demands 

Than waAdering thus amid the fbrdl land. 445 

You will the. flower of beauteous dames obtain^ 

'Twixc diftaflt India and th • Atlantic main ; 

With power and wealthy and Icoighihood^s envy^d 

praife> 
To crowa with Ueflmgs all yoor future days. 
Our king {hall fix on you his fo^rereign grace^ 450 
Whofe arm prefev^d the honour of his race. 
Yet more, the law of chivalry dem«ids, . 

To fave ^m infasnoua and treacherous hancts 
A maid^ wJio> by the world's coniente may daim 
Among the chaflrft naands the foremoft name» 455 

Rinaldo mus'd aig^hile^ then made reply : 
And muft a damfel be condemned to die 
Secaufe ike ciicled in 4ier yielding arms. 
And kindJy biefe'd her lovxr with her charms ì 
Accurft be rictofe that could fudi laws pr^Kure ! 460 
Accurft bt thofe dtat ftiU fuch laws endiipe ! 
L.et cruel, virgins radier ccafe to live. 
Not thgfe who life to faithful lovers give r 
Nor aflc I now if with ccmfenting ear 
<3eaeura dcign'd her fuitor's vows to hears 465 
9 In 
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In ber dcfcnde ihall all my -force be cry'd : 
Procure mc ipcedily a Mìfvà guide j 
And give me but th' acctrfer's face to fee, 
I truft, in heaven, to fet Geneura free. 
I mean not now (what trtidi perchance denies) 470 
T' affirm that guiltlefs of the deed fhe dies ; 
But mean to Ihow what madncfs fiU'd hisimind, 
"Who firft devis'd this law for woman^cind» 
When man to mukitudes iiis love difphy?. 
Nor meets alone impunity, but praife. 475 

And foon I hope, in heaven, to prove the wrong. 
To fuifer tamely fuch an a& fo long. 

The reft: with good Rinaldo decm'd the fame. 
While all agreed their anceftors"to blame : 
Nor could the king cfcape from cenfure free, 4^ 
Whofe juftice ne'er reversed the harfli decree. 

Soon as the rofy morn, with fplendor bright. 
Revealed the hemifphere of rifing light, 
Rinaldo arm'd, and mounted on his fteed. 
He took a trufty fquire the way to lead ; 485 

Then left the abbef, and his courfe purfu'd 
For many miles along the gloomy wood^ 
Ti> feek the city deftin'd for the ft^ife. 
Op which depended fair Geneura's life. 

Tq 
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To make the fhorter way, they chanc'd to take 490 
A path more lonely, and the road forfake 1 
When near at hand they hear a fcreaming found. 
The foreft echoes to the noifc around j 
One ipurs Bayardo, t' other fpurs his fteed. 
To reach the valley whence the cries proceed. 495 
Betwixt two men a damfel there was feen. 
Who dillant fecm'd of fair and comely mien j 
But ne^er beford did dame or damfel (how 
Looks more deprcft with anguifh or with woe. 
On either fide the ruffians ready flood 500 

With naked fwords to dye the ground with blood ; 
While fhe with prayers, and many a flowing tear. 
Did for a while the dreadful flroke defer. 
Rinaldo comes, and when the fair he fpies. 
He h^ens to her aid with threatening cries. 505 
Soon as the murderers faw th' approaching knight. 
At once they turn'd their backs in fudden flight ; 
Through the dark vale precipitate they flew ; 
Nor would the Paladin their fteps purfue. 
But, drawing nigh the dam/cl, fought to hear 510 
Her deep diflrefs, and whence her death fo near ; 
Then, for difpatch, commands the fquire to bear 
Behind him, on their way, the weeping fair i 

While, 
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"While, as they rode^ he better marked her face. 
Her beauteous features, and her pleaiing grace 515 
That favoured of a court ; though ftill appear 
Upon her troubled looks the marks of fear. 
Again Rinaldo afk'd, what cruel fate 
Had fo depreft her to this wretched ftate ? 

She then, with lowly voice, began to tell 520 
What in th' enfuing book we ihall reveal. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Rinaldo hears, from Dalinda, the tale of the loves of Ariodantes 
and Geneura, with ihc treachery of Polineilb, vibo had con- 
trived to blacken the reputation of Geneura, and cauied her to 
be openly acpufed of incontinence ; in conibquence of which» 
by the laws of Scotland, (he was condemned to death. Rinal- 

^ dp takes up her caufe before the king, and enters the lift with 
her enemy* 
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rri H E beafts, that haunt the wood or graze the 

•^ plain. 

Ór tame or favage^ mutual peace maintain j 
But if fometimes they chance to mix in war. 
The generous males with females never jar : • 
Irhe fhe-bear from the other never flies, 5 

The lionefs befide the lion lies : 
The (he- wolf with her mate fecurely lives. 
Nor the bull terror to the heifer gives. 

What ftrife, or what Megasra has poffeft 
The deep recelìes of the humàrf breaft, IQ 

That oft the hufband and the wife engage 
In wordy confli(5l j oft with impious rage. 

Vol. I; L Againft 
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Againft each other aim the vengeful blow. 
While gufhing tears the genial bed o'erflow ; 
Nor tears alone, but fome, by fury led, 15 

In crimfon ftreams the vital current ftied ? 

Accurft is he, and born in evil hour. 
Who dares rebel againft the fovereign power 
Of nature's laws, to ftrike the weeping fair. 
Or from her trefles rend a fingle hair : 20 

But he, whofe breaft fuch fmall remorfe can feel, 
T' attempt her life with poifon, or with fteel, 
I ne'er can deem a man i but, 'fcap'd from woe. 
Some fiend infernal from the realms below. 

The two affaflins fuch we juftly name, 25 

Driv'n by the brave Rinaldo from the dame ; 
Whom to that lonely vale their guile betray'd. 
To hide their dreadful crime in dreary (hade : 
I left the dame preparing to relate. 
The fecret caufe of her unhappy ftate, ^q 

To good Rinaldo, her preferver-knight ; 
And thus, purfuing, I the tale recite. 

The damfel now began : Prepare to hear 
Such deeds as never yet have rcach'd the ear. 

Ver. 33. The damfil now began : ] There is fcarcely any part 
of the poem more fimple and unadorned than this tale, and 
which admits if fo little elevation in an EngUfh verfion. 

As 
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As never ftain'd the mod inhuman crew : 35 

Not fuch Mycenae, Thebes, or Argos knew I 
If yonder fun that jJarts his beams around. 
Shines more remotely on our native ground, 
*Tis doubtlefs that he fhuns this hated place. 
With horror viewing fuch an innipious race,. 40 

That men on foes exert their dreadful rage> 
Examples have been feen in every age ; 
But that dire mind what favage fury fways. 
Who friendfhip's warmth with fiend-like ill repays ! 
That, undifguisM, you all the truth may know, 45 
I will from firft the caufe impartial fliow. 
Why thefe aflaffins did with barbarous ire 
Againft my blooming tender youth confpire. 
Know then, my lord, I yet a girl, was fent 
To court, and to Geneura's fervice went ; 50 

By her received, I flourifh'd in her grace^ 
And in the palace held an honour'd place. 
But cruel Love my ftate with envy faw. 
And foon, alas ! fubdu'd me to his law : 
He made, of every youth and comely knight, j^ 
The duke of Albany my fole delight. 
We hear the fpeech, we fee the looks expreft. 
But who can view the fecrets of the breaft ? 

L2 His 
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His love, avow'd, my bofom firft infpir'd 

With tender thoughts, with gentle wifties fir'd : 60 

So far at length my fond belief was led. 

That I receiv'd him to my virgin bed. 

Nor that alone -, but that recefs I chofe 

In which fpmetimes the princefs would repofc j 

In which concealed her choiceft treafurc lies, 6§ 

A clofe retreat, remote from vulgar eyes ! 

There by a gall'ry to the window join'd, 

A favoured friend might eafy entrance find. 

By this I often introduced my love, 

A filken ladder throwing from above. ye 

*Twas thus I did th' enamour'd duke receive. 

Whenever Geneura*s abfence gave me leave ; 

Who us'd to change her bed, fometimcs to fly 

The burning heat, fomctimes the freezing fky. 

Securely oft we met, and void of fear 75 

Indulg'd our flame, for *gainfl: the palace here 

Some lonely ruins flood, where night or day 

None ever pafs'd his vifits to furvey. 

For many a month to all the court unknown. 
In frequent joys our fecret hours had flown : 8q 
So blind was I, I ne'er difcover'd yet 
That little truth was his, but much deceit; 

Though 
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Though the bafe treafons of his faithlefs bread 

Were plainly by a thoufand figns expreft. 

At length, without difguife, he durfl: confefs 85 

His clofe defign Geneura to poflefs : 

Nor know I, if his love was then begun. 

Or ere he yet my giddy thoughts had won. 

Judge, in my bofom if he bore a part. 

Or rather, if he rul'd not all my heart ; 90 

He own'd his purposed fuit, nor blufh'd with (hamc 

To aflc my friendly aid to win the dame ; 

But vow'd his ardor feign'd, in hopes alone 

To, form b, near alliance to the throne ; 

As none, among the nobles of the blood, 95; 

JExcept the king, in rank before him flood 5 

And pronriis'd, Ihould my counfel e'er enfure 

His fovereign's favour, and the bride fecure 5 

The fervice, ever prefent to his mind, 

In ties of gratitude his foul fhould bind : 100 

That I alone, his wife, his friends above. 

Should reign th* unrivall'd partner of his love* 

I (that his happinefs endeavoured ftill. 
Nor e'er in thought or deed control'd his will) 
Took all occafions that I faw to raife T05 

In fair Geneura's car my lover's praife, 

L 3 Heavea 
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Heaven knows how truly I employ'd my art 
To fervè him with a juft and faithful heart ! 
But vain th' attempt my much-lov'd duke to place 
With many a trial in the fair-one's grace. no 

Another love was kindled in her breaft. 
Another lover all her foul poffefs'd : 
A comely courteous knight had rais'd a flame", 
A knight, who from a foreign region came : 
' He, with his youthful brother, left the port 115 
Of diflant Italy, for Scotland's court j 
Where foon in arms fuch vaft renown he gain'd> 
No fon of Britain greater praife obtain'd : 
The king efteem'd him, and his favour fliow'd. 
By gifts of honour, and of wealth beftow'd : 1 20 
Caftles and towns he gave to his command. 
And rank'd him midfl: the barons of the land. 
This knight the na,me of Ariodantes bore. 
The monarch lov'd him much, his daughter more : 
The warrior's valiantdeeds with warmth infpir'd 1 25 
Her gentle foul, but more the lover fir'd : 
Since well flie knew, for her what flame pofTefs'd 
The gentle Ariodantes' conftant breafl:. 
Her growing paflion made the virgin hear 
My lover's praifes with averted ear : 130 

The 
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Thè mofCi le gain his fuit, with prayers I ftrove. 
The more her hatred rofc and fpurn'd his love. 

I footh'd his grief, and dft eflay*d to make 
Th* ambitious duke his vain defign forfake. 
I fhow'd him how the dàmfcl'^ foul pofleft 135 
With Ariodant, for him alone confefs'd 
The darts of love : when Polineffo heard 
(Such was his name) what little hopes appear'd 
T* obtain his wilh, each thought of tender kind 
Driv'n from his foul, his fierce revengeful mindj 140 
Enrag'd to fee another favoured more. 
To hate converted what was love before 5 
Between Geneura, and her favourite knight, 
Refolv'd to kindle rage and jealous fpite. 
And fo the fire of enmity increafe, 145 

As ne'er again might be composed to peace : 
Nor would he truft with me his treacherous thought. 
But counfel only from himfelf he fought. 
At laft, he thus his fpeech began to frame : 
My dear Dalinda, (thus I'm known by name) 150 
Thou fee'ft the tree, though often hewn, will Ihoot 
Frefh branches from the hew-divided root ; 
Thus nought can wholly my defires fupprefs. 
Though lopt fo often by their ill fuccefs 5 

L 4 Yet 
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Yet think not that I prize the haughty dame, 155 

But bal&ed !-^fcorn'd — ^my foul rejefts the fhame ! 

This is my will : whene'er by love infpir'd 

We meet, the princcfs to her bed retir'd. 

Take every garment that afide fhe throws. 

And on yourfelf her ornaments difpofe : 160 

Like her attempt to drefs your flowing hair^ 

Let every gefture feign Geneura's air. 

Before the window take your filent (land, 

And let the ladder down with ready hand. 

Then will I come, in fancy prepoflcft 165 

That you are her you feem by mien and' veft : 

For well I truft, while thus myfelf I cheat. 

To cure my fond delire with this deceit. 

He faidi and I unconfcious ne'er perceiv'd 
(So far had love my thoughts of fenfe bereav'd) 170 
That what he afk'd, my treacherous lover meant. 
With fecret guile t' efFcft fome bafc intent j 
But like Geneura cloth'd in veftment white, 
Recciv'd his vifits many a fecret night -, 
Nor faw the reafon working in his mind, 175 

Till all had follow'd, which his guile defign'd. 

His purpofe thus fecur'd, the wily duk^ 
Afide th' unwary Ariodantcs took j 

For 
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For once they liv'd in friendfliip's focial band 
Ere fatal rivals for Geneura's hand. 180 

With deep regret I find (he thus addrefs'd 
The gentle knight) when fingled from the reft, 
Amidft my peers I fhow'd you moft regard. 
You Ihould fo ill my partial choice reward. 
Full well you know what love (long time declared) 
With mine Gcneura^s gentle heart has fhar'd j 186 
And fee me now preparing to demand 
The maid in marriage from my fovereign's hand. 
Why will you then difturb my rightful claim ? 
Why thus indulge a rafli and hopeleft flame ? igo 
I fwear, had Heaven reversed our fates, to thee 
My jufter choice had left the fair-one free. 

It moves me more to view your fruitl^fs pain, 
(Thus Ariodantes anfwer-d him again) 
Since, ere your thoughts afpir'd to win the dame, 1 95 
My foul had nourifh'd long the growing flame -, 
And ne'er could fympathy more powerful prove. 
To join two amorous minds in mutual love. 
Why then refpeót not you our friendly band. 
Or pay my vows the deference you demand ? 200 
Were you beheld with more propitious eyes. 
Long fince had I refign'd the beauteous prize : 

But 
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But well I hope the princely maid to wed. 
Though your poffeffions may be wider fpread : 
Not lefs my deeds by Scotland's king approved, 105 
And by hi3 daughtei* am I more belov'dà 

O'erwéening confidence (the duke rcjoin'd) 
Has but dcceiv'd thy fond diftempet'd mind ! 
Sincere the progrefs of thy love impart. 
And, in return, will I difclofc my heart. 210 

So he, who in fuccefs appears to yield. 
Shall to his happier rival quit the field. 
Whatever thou fpeakft, yon' Heaven I here atteft. 
The tale fhall fafe within this bofohn reft ; 
So flialt thou vow, thou never wilt difclofc 215 
Whatc'er my friendfhip may in thee repofe. 

This faid i each other's fecrets to conceal 
They fworc j then Ariodant began to tell 
His love's purfuit, and undifguis'd difplay'd 
His tender contraft with the foyal maid 5 I20 

Who, if the king her fire her fuit deny'd, 
Vow'd, for his fake, to Ihun the name of bride. 
He urg'd his hopes, by- many battles won 
In former fields, by trophies yet unknown. 
Which Hill he hop'd in future fields to gain> Ck2^ 
For the king's fame arid welfare of his reign, 

3 To 
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To rife fo high in rank, the monarch's voice ' 

Should yield his daughter, and confirm her choice. 

Behold (he cry'd) the point my love has gain'd, ^ 

And none, I deem„ has equal grace obtained, ajo 

I feek no other at Geneura's hand. 

Till fanftify'd by Hymen's holy band : • 

*Twere vain to a(k her. more, whofe virtuous mind 

Leaves every maid in chaftity behind. 

When Ariodantes thuà with truth declar'd 2J5 

How far he deem'd his love might find reward, 

Duke Polineflb, who with guile devis'd 

To make Geneura by Tier knight defpis'd. 

Thus fraudulent purfu'd — Now hear me tell. 

How. far my happier chance can thine excel. 240 

With thee fhe feigns, fhe fcorns thy hated name. 

While with vain hope fhe feeds thy boafted flame 5 

But better proofs of love to me affords, 

Than airy promifes, and empty words j 

Which, under fecrecy, I fhall reveal ; 245 

Though ladies' favours we fhould flill conceal. 

No confcious month revolves, but fees me led 

Full many a night to fair Geneura*s bed 5 

Beholds me clafp her yielding in my arms, 

» 
And riot, unconfin'd, in all her charms. «50 

Judge, 
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Judge, rf thy favours can with mine compare : 
Then yield to me, and feek fome kinder fair. 
Since love has crown'd my happier fortune there. 

'Tis falfc ! (thus Ariodant incens'd replies) 
Thou haft defam'd the fair with odious lies j 255 
And haft devised what thou haft faid, to prove 
If (hallow tales can fright me from my love. 
But iince too much Geneura's fame they ftain. 
It fits, what thou baft fppken, to maintain. 
This inftant will I brand thee, ere we part, 260 
A liar and a traitor in thy heart. 

'Twere weak indeed (the duke again reply'd) 
A ftrife like this by combat tp decide ; / 
When here I offer, what thefe lips have told, 
Thofe. eyes fhall witnefs, and the truth behold. 265 

At this to ftagger Ariodant began. 
While through his bones a chilling tremor ran ; 
And but fome glimmering yet of hope remained. 
His heart had fcarce its vital heat retained. 
His bofom throbb'd, his fhifting colour fled, 270 
As thus at length with falt'ring words he faid ; 
When you difclofe this deed before my fight, 
(Attend me here my facred promife plight) 
Thenceforth I vow to leave Geneura free. 
So liberal found to you, fo harlh to me ! 275 

-But 
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But vain your words my conftant mind to move, 
Unlefs thefe eyes her fatal falfehood prove. 

This faidj they parted r foon was fix'd again 
The night my treacherous duke to entertain : 
When to complete the fnare his craft had wrought, 
My guileful lover Ariodantes fought; iZi 

And bade him take his ftand th' enfuing night 
Amidft thofe ruin'd piles, concealed from fight, 

"But Ariodantes now in thought began 
To doubt that this concealed fome murderous train i 
That the falfc duke, by rival hatred fway'd, aS6 
A fecret ambuih for his life had laid. 
Pretending there a cruel proof to give 
Of what his thoughts till then could ne'er conceive: 
Yet was he firm to go, but on his guard, 290 

Rcfolv'd for all aflaults to be prepared j 
That, if the chance required, he bravely might 
Withftand his ambufli'd enemy in fighr. \ 

His brother was a knight of prudence found. 
Of all the court in arms the moft renown'd, 295 
Lurcanio x:ali*d, and lefs, with him, he fear'd. 
Than if ten others on his fide appeared. 
This gallant youth he bade his arms prepare. 
And led th' adventure of the night to Ihare. 

Not 
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Not that he told the fecrcts of his heart, 300 

For thefe to him, nor none, would he impart. 

And now approached fo near the deftin'd place. 
As from the hand a ftone might fly the (pace. 
He ftopt Lurcanio there, and thus he faid : 
When need demands, then haften to my aidi 305 
But till my voice you hear, forbear to move 5 
Be filent, as you prize your brother's love. 
Go, fear me not,— (his brother thus reply'd) 
Then Ariodantes, parting from his fide. 
Went to th' appointed place, his ftation took, 310 
And on my window fix'd his anxious look. 
Now, from a different part the traitor came> 
So ready to pollute Geneura's fame ; 
Without delay the wonted fignal made 
To me, who little knew what fnare was laid. 315 
Then in a drefs Geneura us'd,to wear. 
Soon as I found my Polineffo there, 
I from th' apartment to the gallery drew. 
And ftood, on every fide expos'd to view. 
My veft was white, and richly to behold, 320 

Deck'd all around with coftly fringe of gold ; 
A golden net defcending from my head 
With crimfon flowers, was o'er my habit fpread. 

Lurcanio 



k 
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Lurcanio nowj who deem'd with anxious mind 
Some ill fqr Ariodantes* life defign'd, jaf 

And partly by a natural paflion le(^ 
Defire of knowing how his fortune fped. 
With wary tread his brother's fteps purfu'd^ 
And filent near him undifcover"d flood. 
Meanwhile I thoughtlefs carne : the filver moqn 330 
Jlefplendent on my glittering garments ihone 2 
Nor feem'd I much unlike the royal fair. 
In outward perfon, or in borrowed air; 
And both the brethren, by the duke deceived. 
The well-concerted fraud for truth believed. 23S 
Judge at that time what cruel pangs poffefs'd 
The wretched Ariodantes' tortur'd breaft. 
Now; Polineflb comes, and full in fight 
Receives the ladder, and afcends the height. 
Then^ thinking none beheld what fondly paf^'d, 34Q 
Around his neck my eager arms I caft. 
And, as I ever had my duke c^refs'd. 
With many a tender kifs his lips I prefsM, 
Which he with warmth returned: th* unhappy knighfj 
Who flood fpedlator of this hated fight, 34J 

$0 deeply funk beneath the load of grief. 
His foul rcfolv'd from death to feck relief: 

He 
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He drew the fword, dcfpairing, ffom his fide. 

And to his breaft the fatal point apply'd^ 

Lurcanio (who furpris'd my lover view'd 350 

Afccnd the gallery where difgiiis*d ì ftood. 

But knew not for the duke) advanced with fpeed^ 

Soon as he faw his brother's frantic decdy 

And fdzing haftily his furious hand. 

From his fafh a<St the haplefs knight reftrain'd l ^^^ 

Had he been more remote, or longer ftay'd. 

In vain, alas ! had proved his pious aid« 

Ah wretched, fenfelefs brother ! (thus he cry'd) 
What rage has turned your better thoughts afide ? 
Thus for a wontian is your death defign'd ? 360 
All falfe, as clouds that Bit before the wind ! 
Far rather let her die, her fex's fl:ain ! 
But for a nobler end your life retain. 
Before this crime flie juftly claim'd your love 1 
But now file fliould alone your hatred move ; 2^^ 
Since your own eyes have witnefs'd to her fliame. 
And feen how low flie proftitutes her fame. 
Then let thofe arms, againfl: yourfelf employ'dj 
Before the king her fire her fate decide. 

When Ariodantes fees his brother nigh, ^70 

He feeks no longer on his fword to die ; 

a With 
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With feeming calm he veils his fectet paiiis^ 
But ftill his fbrmiBr purpofé fix'd remains. 
Departing theoce^ he with him bear» the fmait 
That give» no eafe to his diftraéted heart. 37^ 

Next morning early he the court foribok^ 
(Nor leave of brother^ or of friends he tKKk) 
None but Lurcanio and the duke could know 
The caufe that made him thus his home forego; 
While of his abfen€e> id the royal court» 380 

And o'er the laad^ was various the report. 

Eight d^ys elaps'dj at length a pilgrim came 
With mournful tidings to the princely * dame> 
That Ariodantes in the fea was loO: : 
Not by die £s^ei:a wind^ or Boreas toft> 3^1 

But that himfelf his own deftn»S:ion found» 
And leaping headlong in the waves» was dfoW|i*4« 
Ere this laft fatal ad (the ftranger faid) 
He thus befpoke me» there by fortune led : 
^< Draw near» my friend» and be Geneura told 390 
^* The hidden caufe of what you now behold : 
«' Tell her 'tis this» thefe eyes too much have fecn, 
^' Ah ! happy» if thefe eyes liad never been !" 
By chance we then upon a mountain ftood , 
That tow'rds Hibernia bellies o'er th^ flood. 395 
* Geneura. 

VoL^I. M Soon 



i6a ORLANDO FURIOSO- B- V- 

Soon as he ceas'd to fpeak, I faw him leap 
From the high rock, and plunge into the deep. 
Him in the fea I left 5 and now I come 
To bring the tidings of his haplefs doom. 

Half dead with grief the news Geneura heard i 
A fudden palenefs on her face appeared. 401 

O Heaven ! what did (he, and what words (he faid. 
When laid in private on her faithful bed ! 
She ftrikes her bofòm> and her garment tears. 
She rends with cruel hands her golden hairs ; 405 
Repeating oft what, with his lateft breathy 
Sad Ariodantes nam'd his caufe of death ; 
That the ftrange iffue of his fate was fuch. 
His eyes in haplefs hour had feen too much ! 

Soon was the fame o'er all the kingdom fpread. 
Of* Ariodantes. thus untimely dead. 41 1 

Not with dry eyes the king his lofs furvey'd ; 
While pious tears each knight and lady paid. 
At thcfe unhappy tidings, o'er the reft 
Heart-piercing anguifh fiU'd his brother's breafti 415 
By fuch example oft his. foul inclin'd 
To die, and be at leaft in death conjoin'd ; 
This many a time returning to his thought. 
That falfe Geneura fuch deftrudion wrought. 

At 
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At length revenge fo far poflefVd his mind, : 43b 

So far did rage and grief his reafombUndi *- ^ . 

That he the royal gfaace^noJongcrpriz^d,^ 

But the king's hatred, and the laird's defpis'd^ 

The pecri aflembled hqw, the time he took 

T' addrefs the throne, and thus indignant fpoke. 42^ 

. Attend, my lord ! while I the caufe relate 

That urg'di my brother to his haplefs fate. 

Your daughter's was the crime : 'twas flic diftrefs'd 

With deep affliétion Ariodahtcs' breaft. 

He lov'd the princcfs ; (why (hould I conceal, 43Ò 

Or blufti fo pure a paffion to reveal ?) \ 

And hop'd at length t' obtain her for his bride> • 

By numerous virtues,^ and by fecvice try'd* 

But while the bafliful lover thus receives 

The modeft odor of the diltaht leaves, 43 J 

He fees another to the tree afcendi ^ 
And from the boughs the blooming fruitage rend* 
He faid, and infkant to the king difplay'd 
The fecming crime, fo late to fight betray'd> 
Attefting that himfelf beheld the dame 44a 

Receive the fccret partner of her fb&nie ; 
A wretch unknown, that veil'd in dark difguife 
Conccal'd his perfon from obferying eyes : 

M 21 Concluding^ 
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Concluding^ that he flood in fight prepared 

To prove the truth of all his tongue declared. 445 

Judge if the father ftruck with ^ef appear'd^ 
When he this fatal kccufation heard 1 
Both with the tale furpriz'd» and that h.e knewj 
Unlefs to her defence fome warrior drew 
To give Lurcanio in.the field the lye^ 4$o 

He muft his deareft child condeoui to die. 
: Our laws, my lord ! have doubtlefs reach'd your ear^ 
Where every damfel is by doom feverc 
Condfemn'd«to certain death, who yields her charms 
To any other but a hulband's arms ; 4^ j 

Unlcis ibme loiight th' accufer dam to brave. 
And from* her threatened &ts the damfel fave. 

The king, has eaus'd his heralds to proclaim, 
f As deeming faliehood wrongs Geneura's fame) 
That he who dears her honour from the ftain, 460 
The royal maid, witlv princely gifts, (hall gain. 
As yet no champions in her caufe appear, > 
Each views his fellow's face with marks of fear ^ 
In aitns fo dreadful is Lurcanio's might. 
That all, with terror, feem to fiiun the fight» . 465 
Her crud fortune adds this forrow mofe. 
Her abfent brother treads a foreign. fliore, 

. . - . The 
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The brave Zerbino, who in fidd difplays 

Such deeds as merit ever-during praiJè : 

But could he hear in time her dangerous itate, 470 

How would he fly t* avert his fifl:cr*s fate ! 

The monarchy who would all his thoughts empio/ 
By other means, than arms, the truth to try, 
Secur'd fome damfels of Geneura's train 
In hopes the fatal fecret to explain 1 475 

And hence I dreaded, if myfelf were caught. 
The duke and I in danger might be brought. 
That night, in fear, the palace I foribok. 
And, privately withdrawing, fought the duke I 
Peclar'd how much to both it might import 480 
That I without delay fliould quit the court. 
He praised my prudence 5 promised to provide 
A fafe afylum where I might refide j 
Appointing two, to guide me through the wood. 
Where near, he faid, his lonely fortrefs ftood. 485 

Refled, fir knight, if a£l;s like mine ihould prove 
To Polineflb marks of faithful love j 
Then fay, that maids muft ever hope in vain 
For tender love to be belov'd again. 

This cruel, perjur'd, and ungrateful man, 490 
At length to doubt my conftant faith began 1 

M 3 And 
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And fearing left I fliould at length reveal 
The treacherous aft he labour'd to conceal ; 
He feign'd I fhould awhile from court retire. 
Apart to fhun the king's impending ire ; 495 

And fcnt me thence to this remote retreat. 
Here, not my fafety, but my death to meet. 
For fecretly he gave my guides command. 
Soon as their fteps had reach'd this foreft-land. 
To take my life — lo ! how my faith was paid ! 500 
Too well his dire command had been obey'd. 
Had not my cries fo timely reach'd your ears : 
BehcAd how Love^ his votaries prefera ! 
♦ •-_' •-- -• - 

Thus to the Paladin Palinda told 
Her qiournful tale, while ftill their way they holdfj 
And if before he meant t' afllft the dame, 50^ 

When juft fufpicion feem'd to taj; her fame 5 

Ver. 504. Thus to the Paladin - — ] See Shakefpear's Much 
Ado About Nothing» where the cifcumftances of the plot, 
fo far as relate to Claudio and Hero, are very funilar to this 
ftory of Ariodantes and Geneura : but one of our laft new tra- 
gedies, called The Law of Lombardy, is more immediately 
tuilt on the incidents of Ariqfto's fable. This ftory of Gc^ 
neura was imitated by Melain de Qelais, a French poet, about 
1*571. Another tale was written on the fame fubjeft, entitled, 
Conte dp rinfante Geneure fille du roy d'Ecofle, 1556, 

More 
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More earncft now his bofom's zeal appeared. 

When thus the cruel calumny he heard. 

Then towards St. Andrew*s town with eager hafte 5 1 o 

Rinaldo with the fquire and damfel pafs'd ; 

The king and court were there 1 and therc-the ftrife 

Muft foon decide his daughter's death or life.. 

As nearer to the neighbouring town thfey drew. 
They found a fquire whoTgave them tidings new 5515 
That a ftrange champion there in armour came. 
Who undertook to clear Geneura's fame ; 
Unknown his cuirafs, and unknown his Ihield, 
His name and lineage from his fquire conceal'd ; 
For fmce, he firft appeared, he ne'er exposed 520 
His face to view, but wore his beaver closed. 
This heard, Rinaldo fwift his way purfu'd. 
And foon the city and the gates he viewed. 
There feem'd Dalinda fore opprefs'd with fear. 
Till brave Rinaldo's words her fpirits cheer : 525 
Obferving how the gates were clofely barr'd. 
He aflc'd the caufe, and thus reply*d the guard : 
That thence the crowds were fled to view the fight 
Between Lurcanio and a ftranger-knight. 
Which, diftant, on a fpacious plain they wag'd, 530 
And that the combatants were then engag'd. 

M 4 None 
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None here Rinaldo's eager conrfe opposed. 
The porter Qpen'd> and the g%tè re-clos'd : 
Through the void city pa&'d the gallant knight i 
But^ by the way» he made the dame alight ; 535 
And bade her wut the ifliie of the fight. 

Impatient thence he haftens to the field« 
Where the two knights their wrathful weapons wield ; 
Who many blows had giv*n on either part : 
There foyght Lurcanio with revengeful heart 540 
Againft Geneura s while on t'other hand 

The ftranger'a courage well her caufe maintained» 
With thefe, fix warriors in the lifts appear 

On footi, the cuiraft on their breaft they w^ar. 
, The duke of Albany there takes his place> 545 

Upon a gallant fteed of generous race : 

To him^ as to high conftablej they yield 

To keep the order of the lifted field. 

Fierce were his looks, exulting in his thought. 

To fee Geneura in fuch danger brought. 550 

Through the thick prefs Rinaldo forc'd hif wayi 

Ko multitudes Bayardp's courfe could ftay ; 

Thofe, who the tempeft of his coming found. 

Appeared not flow to give the courfer ground. 

Rinaldo, eminent above the reft, 

Appcar'd the flower of chivalry confcft : 555 

2 TiH, 



B^V. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 169 

TTill, near the king arrived, his coixrfe he ftay'd ; 
All liftening round to hear the words he faid^ 
My rtoblc* lord^ (the champion thus began) 
*Thc halids of yonder combatants reftrain. 5I0 
Whoe'er fliall perifli in the doubtful ftrife» 
Muft undeferv'd refign a noble life* 
One thinks himfelf by jufticc only led. 
But treafon o^er his fenfe a mift has fpread : 
That fatal error which his brother flew» ^ 565 
Himfelf to brave the dangerous combat drew : 
The other knows not yet if wrong cm: right 
Attend his caufe, but ilTues to the fight. 
The courteous prowefs of his arms to try. 
Rather than let fuch matchlefs beauty die. 570 
Ix>1 here I come to give the guiltlefs aid. 
Avenging on the traitor, the betray'd : 
But firft, bid each awhile his rage forbear» 
Then audience give to what I fliall declare. 

The king was mov*d with what Rinaldo faid, 575 
Both by his words and noble prefence fway'd ; 
Then» ftretcUng.out his hand, commattds the peaoe^ 
And bids awhile the combatants to ceafc : 
When to die king, and baronaof the Ittid, 
The knights, and populace on either hMid» 59o 

Rinaldo 
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Rinaldo ali the fubtle fnare difplay'd 

By Polincffo for Gcncura laid. 

The tale explained, he ofFcr'd with his fword 

Ev'n there to prove the truth of every ^ord. 

Now Polineflb, fummon'd to the place, • 585 

Appcar'd with deep confufion in his face ; 

But yet with boldnefs he the faft dcny'd : 

Soon Ihall we (faid Rinaldo) this decide. 

. Thus, ready arm'd, the lift, prepared in view. 
They both, without delay, to combat drew. 590 

What tranfport to the king, and all the land. 
To hear Geneura's innocence maintain'd ! 
Each hop'd, that God would openly proclaim 
How falfchood had defac'd her fpotlefs name. 
The duke was known for every treacherous art, 595 
Unjuft, and cruel, fraudulent of heart. 
That none could wonder fuch a villain's mind^ 
A fnaré fo horrid and fo black defign'd ! 

Now PolinejSb ftands with fear confeft. 
With bloodlefs vifage, arid with panting breaft. 600 
Thrice founds the trump, and at the warning. blaft. 
His lance in reft the trembling traitor plac'd. 
On t'other hand' Rinaldo came, and try'd 
At one fierce courfe the confli(^ to decide. 
^ — Nor 
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Nor err'd the weapon from the knight's intent, 605 
But through the traitor's panting bofom went : 
Pierc'd through and through, he, by the dreadful 

, force. 
Was borne to earth fix feet beyond his horfe. 

Rinaldo now difmounts ;. and, as he lies, ' 
Swift from the helplefs wretch his helm unties, 610 
But he, unable more to wage the war. 
For mercy then prefers his humble prayer; 
And to the king, and court on every fide, 
Confefs'd the fraud for which he juftly dy'd. 

While yet with weak and faltering words he Ipoke,' 
His utterance failM, and life his limbs forfook. 616 

The king rejoic'd his much-lov'd child to fee 
From threatened death, and ignominy free. 
Not with fuch tranfport (had fome bollile power 
Driv'n him an exile from his native fliore) 620 
Had he his crown regain'd; and hence he gave 
Diftinguifh'd honours to Rinaldo brave. 
But when, his helmet rais'd, he knew the knight, 
• (A face before no ftrangcr to his fight) 
With lifted hands his thanks to Heaven he paid, 625 
That fent fo fam'd a champion to his aid. 

The knight, who firft t' alfift Geneura came, 
(Unknown to all his country and his name) 

Who, 
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Who, arm'd in her defence, had fought the field. 
Remained apart s and all that pafs'd, beheld. S^g^ 
But noV/ the king defir'd his name to know. 
And begg'd him from his cafque his face to (how » 
That as his generous pyrpofe claimed regard. 
He might with royal gifts fuch worth reward. 
At length, with much entreaty, from his head 635 
He rais'd his helmet, and to fight difplay'd 
What in th' enfuing book we fhall reveal. 
If grateful to your ear appears my tale. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

The conclufion of the ftory of Geneura». Sogero is carried by 
the fljring-horfe to Alcina's ifland, nvhere he finds a knight 
Cmned into a mjrrdei who gives him an account of his trans- 
fbnmtion, and warns him to (hun the wQes of die forcere&. 
Itogero engages in combat with a troop of monfters, who 
oppofe his paflage from the city of Alcina ; and is afterwards 
acoofted^bjr two ladies belonging to her palace. 
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MOST wretched man, who hopes in long 
difguife 
To veil his evil deeds from mortal eyes ! 
Though all were filent elfe, the founding air. 
The cdnfcious earth his trefpafs (hall declare : 
Th* Almighty oft in wifàom fo provides, 5 

The fin to puniftimcnt the finner guides. 
Who, whilft he ftrives t' elude each watchful fight. 
Unheeding brings his lurking guilt to light* 

Falft Polineffo deem'd his (late fecure. 
And all his treafon from difcovery fure j lo 

Dalinda thu5 removed, from whom alone 
He deem'd th* important fccret could be known : 
^ With 
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With crimes ioére&fingy to the future blind> 
He haften*d on that fate he Aiunn'd to find ; 
At once refigning wealthy the valued claim 15 

Of friends^ of life, and honour's nobler name ! 

Now each, impatient, urg'd the ftrangcr-knight 
To ihow his face fo long conceal'd from fight; 
At length he lifted up the helm he wore, 
Difclofing features oft difclos'd before : 20 

Then Ariodantes all with joy perceived 
Him, for whofe lofs the realm of Scotland griev'd j 
That Ariodantes, whoni, by f^itie mifled, 
Geneura and his brother wept for dead ; 
For whom the king, the court, the people moumM^ 
So brave a knight, with every grace adom*dI a6 

In this the peafant's truth appeared to fail>. 
Whofe lips had told the fair that fatal tale : 
Yet had his eyes beheld the defperate knight 
Leap headlong from the rocky mountain's height* 30 
But, as jt oft befalls the wretch, whofe grief 
Calls death, when diftant, to his wifh'd relief; 
To quit his purpofci when he fees him aear. 
So dark and comfortlefs his paths appear: 
Thus Ariodantes, plunging in the wave, 35 

With lat-e repentance fought his life to fave |. 

And 
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And ftrong of linlbs> above the waters bore 
His head, and ply'd his arms and fwam to fliore. 

Now every former thought of death he blam'd. 
And fenfelefs and tinjufl: his fancy nam'd, 40 

Then journey'd on with garments brinywet. 
Till in a hermit's cave he flielter met ; 
Refolv'd awhile in fecret there to ftay. 
Till time fliould to his ears the truth convey. 
If for his lofs fuppos'd, Geneura gricv'd, 45 

Or if with joy the tidings fhe received. 
And foon he heard fo far her forrows wrought. 
As near to death th' unhappy virgin brought ; 
That ftern Lurcanio, by refentmcnt fway'd. 
Had to the king accus'd the guiltlefs maid. 50 
Now fierce his wrath againft his brother turn'd. 
Fierce as before for love his bofom burn'd. 
With grief he learnt, that yet no gallant knight 
Had ventur'd in Geneura's caufe to fight : 
Lurcanio's wifdom and his valour known, 55 

All feem*d with care the doubtful ftrife to fliun j 
And thought the youth, in fuch a dangerous ftrife, 
T' affert a falfehood ne'er would rifle his life. 

But Ariodantes, by defpair impell'd, 
Refolv'd to meet his brother in the field. 60 

Vol. I. N Can 
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Can I behold (the faithful lavcr faid) 
To cruel death rtiy fair Geneura led ? 
Whom ftill I muft my queen and goddefs prize. 
Dear as the light that fhihes before my eyes ! 
Juft or unjuft the canfe, ftill let me fly 6^ 

For her lov'd fake to conquer or to die. 
Yet, ah ! too fure I fhatl the wrong defend ; 
But be it wrong; my blood the ftrife Ihatl end ! 
One thought alone in death will give me pain. 
That, if I fall, Geneura muft be flain ! 70 

This comfort yet remains — 'twill then be proved 
How well by Polineffo was fhe lov'd : 
Then may flic view her lover's faith difplay'd^ 
Who ne*er appeared to combat in her aid ; 
While me, whofe truth flie could fo ill requite, 75 
She fees, for her defence, thus flain in fight. 
Lurcanio too his puniflmient fliall Éeel, 
For having kindled firft this flame of ill t 
Remorfc and grief fhall rend his tortur'dbfcaft^ 
When all the fatal conflift ftands confeft ^ Jo^, 

When, thinking to revenge his brother's death. 
He finds him by his hand depriv'^d of breatk! 

So mus'd the knight j and, having thus decreed, 
Procur'd new arhdour and a horfe with fpeed j 

His 
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tl'isfcarf was black ; and round his aippìe fliicld, S^ 
With yellow-greea ^as fring'd the fable field* , - 
He niyit rècfeiv'd a. fquit-é from Foi^tur^'s hai^d^ 
Unknown tò all^ a ftranger in tbe land) i 
Thuis well diigui^'d, with hifìa tbte kfìight puriTli'd 
His way, ànd arrn*d before his brother ftood. 90 
What followed then, my tale before has ihownj 
And how he was for Ariodantes known. 

Not left the king rejoic'd hiis face to fee. 
Than his lov'd daughter from her danger free } 
And juftly déem'd he ne'er again could view 95 
A youth in lov4 fp vali^rtt and fo true 5 
Who, when fuch feeling wrongs inflamM hi$ 



With his own brother, in Iter calibe,, bad fought* 

Urg*d by his court, and àt Rinàldo's prayer. 

He gave to Ariodant Gcneura fair : 1 00 

Albania's dukedom, which the, king again 

Received, the traitor PoKneffo flain. 

Which could not chance in more propitious hout*. 

He gave his daughter for her marriage dower. 

Ver. 86i PFith ytUctìJU-green **^ ] The colour of fading leaves : 
In chivalry, this colour was worn as a mark of defperation. So 
Bradamant, thinking herfelf forfkkenby Rogero^ wears a fcarf of 
the fame colour* Book soom. yen 325. 

. N .2 Rinaldo 
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Rinaldo then Dalinda's caufe embrac'd, 105 

And pardon gain'd for all her errors paft, 
Who, weary'd with the world's unhappy ftate^ 
Had vow'd to Heaven her mind to dedicate. 
Forfaking Scotland, fhe to Dacia went, 
Aod there her days in hallow'd cloifters fpent. no 
But now 'tis time to view Rogero's courfc. 
Who cuts the Ikies upon the winged horfe. 

Though brave Rogero was to fear unbred. 
Nor yet the colour from his cheeks had fled ; 
Full well I dare affirm, his heart muft quake, 11 j; 
Like trembliag leaves that to the' breezes fhake. 

He rtow has left Europa's climes afar, 

* 

And paft a mighty fpace, that region where , 

Unconquer'd Hercules, in ages paft. 

His boundary to mariners had plac'd. 120 

Ver. III. But now Uis time — ] He returns again to Ri- 
naldo, in the vilith book. 

Ver. 120. His boundary to mariners — ] .The ftraits of 
Gibraltar, where Hercules was faid to have planted his pillars, 
as the utmoft bounds of navigation, the great ocean lying be- 
yond : Thus Taflo — 

Tempo verrà, che fian d'Ercole i fegni. 
Favola vile ai naviganti induftri. 

The time will come, when failors yet unborn 
Shall name Alcides' narrow bounds in fcorn. 

Jcr. Del. B, xv. ver. 220. 
The 
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The Griffin-horfe, a beaft moft ftrange to fight. 

With fuch a ftrength of pinion urg'd his flight. 

No winged animal of fwifteft breed 

Could dare to mate with him in rapid fpccd : 

Nor can we, join'd with him, the bird compare 1 25 

Whofc mighty talonj Jove's artillery bear. 

Not fwifter fcarce the glancing lightning flies j 

Or vengeful bolt that rends the fullen Ikies. 

At length he feems preparing, tir'd with flight. 

In airy rings upon an ifle to light : 130. 

An ifle like that, where, from her lover fled. 

Long time copceal'd within her fecret bed. 

The, virgin Arethufa runs in vajn 

By a fl:range courfe beneath the roaring main. 

'Midfl: all his way through ample fields of air, 135 

Rogcro had not feen a place fo fair ; 

Nor, had he fearch'd the vary'd world arouod, 

A more tranfporting clime could e'er have founcj. 

To this the monfl:er with his rider bends. 

And, after many a fpacious wheel, defcends. 140 

There cultur'd plains and grafly hills appear. 
Green meadows, ftiady b^nks, and waters clear; 
Delightfyl groves, where palms and laurels grew* 
Cedars, and myrtles, pleafing to the view ; \. 

N 3 - With 
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With fiower$ ànd fruits the orange ftands between i 
AU intermix'dj a varicwjs fylvan fcenc ! 14^ 

Thefe, with their fhade, afford a fafc retreat 
From ali the burning df meridian heat. 
Amid the boughs fècure, with fluttering wing. 
The nightingales with tuneful voices fingj 15^ 

While *midft the rofes red, and lilies fair. 
For ever nurs'd by kindly Zephyr's care, 
The nimble hares, in wanton ma?:es, play'd 5 
And ftately ftags with branching antlers ftray'd ; 
Without the fear of hoftile hands they ftopd 15^ 
To crop, or ruminate, their graffy fòod^ 
The wild goats frolic ; leap the nimble-deer ; 
That in this/rural place in cr450ps appear. 

Soon as die earth fo nigh Rogero found. 
To reach with fafety, on th' enamell'd ground 16^ 
With gtodfbme heart he leaps, but ftill detains . 
His flying courfer by the ftraiten'd reins j 
Till, *twixt a laurel and a pine-tree ptac'd. 
He to a verdant myrtle ties hini fall. 
Near this a cool and chryftal fountain flows, 165 
Which fruitful palms and cedars round inclofe. 
His helm and buckler here afide he threw ; 
And from his hands his warlike gauntlets drew. 

Now 
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Now to the hills h^ turn*d^ and now the feas. 
Receiving in his face the kindly breeze, 170 

Which gently in the oaks and beeches play'd, 
Whofe waving tops a pleafing murnour made. 
Now in the limpid ftream he bathes his lips ; 
And now his hands within the water dips. 
To cool his throbbing pulfe, and veins that glow'd, 
Opprcft beneath his maffy armour's load, 176 

Nor was it ftrange he fhpuld fo fiercely burn. 
Who liad no little time his cuirafs worn ; 
Put, thus completely arm'd, had made his way 
Three thoufand miles without a moment's ftay. 180 

Meantime his courfer, that befide èim flood 
In the clofe Aadow of the tufted wood, 
Prew fudden back, impelled with ftarting fear. 
As from fome objeót in the covert near j 
But while in vain to loofe his bands he try'd, 1,85 
He fhooJc the myrtle where bis rein^ were ty'd ; 
Shook with fuch force, as made the leaves around 
Fall from the boughs, and ftrow in heaps the ground; 
As, when by chance a iioliow cane is plac'd 
Amid the flames by flow degrees to wafte, 190 

Soon as the heat has rarify'd the wind 
That in its narrow womb remains confined, 

N4 Rifling 
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Hiffing it raves to be fo clofely pent. 

Till freed at length the fury finds a vent : 

So writh'd with pain th' offended tree appear'd, 1 9^ 

Till, groaning, from its bark thefe words were heard, 

If pity in your breaft can entrance find. 
As fure your looks proclaim a courteous mind. 

Ver. i()6. T^.thsfe words were heard, ] Spenfcr has a ftory of 
this kind, where Fadrvibio is defcribed as turned into a tree ; 
on which pafTage Mr.. Upton has the following remark : 

^' I believe that the reader need not be put in mind, that this 
wonderful tale (fo well adapted to the genius of romance) is 
taken froni Virgil, where ^neas plucking a bough of myrtle, 
fees from the rifte drops of blood trickling down, froni vrfienoe 
a piteous voice was heard : 

Spare to pollute thy pious hands with blood <->- 
Q ! fly from this inhpfpitable fhore, 
Warn'd by my fate, for I am Polydore. 

Dryden JEn. B. III. ver. 60. 

^ 'Tis no wonder that Ariofto (who is an allegorical and 
a moral writer, as well as a romance writer) fhould copy this 
tale from Virgil. - Rogero, having tied his winged horfe to a 
myrtle-tree, the ghoft, which. was therein lodged by enchant- 
ment, fpeaks to him and tells him, he was formerly a knight, 
but by the witchcraft of Alcina he was transformed into a 
tree ; and that others were changed into various beafts zj^d 
other fol-ms; the true image of the man being loft through 
fenfuality." 

Upton's Notps to Fairy Queen, B, i. C. g. 

From 
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From my torn trunk unbind this'monfter's rein x 
Enough my own afliiftions give me pain ! %qq 

Ifior need, alas 1 external rage be Ihown 
T' increafe the woes I have already known, 

Rogero ftarted at the vocal found, 
IBut when hi,s cars the wondrous fpeaker found, 
Amaz'd he haften*d and his fteed uiaty'd> ao| 

His glowing face with flufhing colour dy'd* 
Forgive my crime, whate'er thou art (he faid) 
.Or parted ghoft, orgoddefs of the fhade ! - 
Unknowing that, beneath thy rugged rind 
Conceal'd, an inmate fpirit lay confin'd, aip 

J fufFer'd thus thy leaves to ftrow the place. 
And to thy greens permitted this difgrace. 
But, gracious ftill, refufe not to declare 
Thy name that dofl: fp ftrange a body we-ar. 
In which inclos'd a human fpirit lies; 115 

So Heaven defend thee from inclement fkles ! 
If all the power I from above receive 
Can eafe thy fufFering, or thy woes relieve ; 
Behold, I promife by that virgin fair, 
Whoffe image in my better part I bear, aap 

I will with word and deed thy caufe maintain. 
As may deTerve thy grateful thanks afgain. 

9 Rogero 
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Rogero ceas'd ; and^ as the warrior ^okc» 
From head to foot the trembling myrtle fhook ? 
Then from the bark cxhal'd a dewy fwcat ; 5^5 
Like green wood crackling in the ftery heat» 

Thy courtefy (the myrtle thus began) 
yerfoadee me to reveal my fecret pain 3 
Both who I waS| and what enchanted power 
Transform'd my fhape upon this fatal fljorc, ijQ 
A Paladin of France wag I, by name 
Aftolpho f all'd, ^nd not unknown to fame, 
Orlando and |linaldo (who fhall grace 
With mighty deeds the earth) partake my race ; 
And, at my father Otho's death^ the land 235 

Of England would have fall'n to my commands 

Ver. 232. Afiolpha (alTd^r-rr'] Aftolpho makes a confiderablc 
figure in the Orbando Innamorato, where, in the courfe 
of his adventures, he is imprifoned by Monodant^ a Pag^ king, 
in the eaft, together with Rinaldo, Gryphon, A'quilant, and 
Dudon : but thefe knights being afterwards delivered by Orlan- 
do, fet out to go to the aiBftance of Charlemain. Aftolpho», 
Rinaldo, and Dudon, travelling in company, arrive at the caftie 
of Alcina, where Aftolpho is decoyed from the reft, in the man- 
ner here related by Ariofto. 

Ver, 235. "^Otho — ] Ariofto has this tradition of a king 
of England, by the name of Otho, from the romance writers. 
See the genealogy of the houfe of Clarmont, Book xxiii. ver, 

156. 

So 
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So fair was I, that many a damfel fougtt 
My love, till 1 my own deftruftion wrought, 
Jleturning from thofe ifles, around whofe fliores, 
Jlemote from hence, t^e Indian ocean rparsi 44Q 
Where good Rin^do And myfelf, dctain'd 
With others, long in prifon^ dark remain'd^ 
Till wc again reviewed the joyful light. 
Freed by the valiant arm of Brava's knight : 
Againft the weft, along thofe fands we came p^^ 
That feel the fouthcrn heat of Phoebus' flanac j 
There, as our w^y and cruel fortune drew* 
One morn we chanc'd a ftately tower to view, 
^nd iiTU'd thence Alcina we efpy'd 
Alone, and ftanding by the ocean's fide ; 1250 

Where without hook or net (moft ftrange to thought) 
Whatever fifli fhe plea&'d, to land fhe brought. 

Ver. 244, — rr-» Brava^s knight : ] Orlando, called the knight 
pf Brava. 

Ver. 251.— without hook or net ^r^'] This paflage is entirely 
taken froih Boyardo : Alcina fifhing, her deceiving Aftolpho 
vàth the whale \rtiich appeared an ifland, &c. may be feen in the 
Orlando Innam. B. ii. C. xiii. 

The various fUhes taken by Alcina are faid to denote the 
different ranks and conditions of men, that are captivated by 
yice^ and the whale which carries away Aftolpho, to (hew that 
|ve often forfake folid happinef^ for fallacious appearances. 

At 
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At her command, the dolphins left the ftream i 
With open mouths the mighty tunnies came ; 
The fea-calves, rifing troubled from their fleep, 255 
Fprfook their beds, and haften'd from the deep i 
Of various forms and fize, a thoufand more 
In numerous (hoals came fwimming to the fhorc* 
The monfters qf the f^as, tremendous whales 
Above the water Ihow'd their ample fcales. 260 
Among the reft a mighty whale we view'd. 
The greateft fure that ever fwam the flood. 
And, as he lay unmov'd, by looks deceived. 
We all the monfter for an ifle believed 5 
So huge he feem'd;^ fo vaft a diftance fpread 265 
From his broad tail extending to his head ! 
. Alcina drew the fifties to the Ihore, 
With nought but fimple words and magic power. 
Her, with Morgana, both for ill defigp'd. 
One wgmb prodyc'd to punifli human kind, 270 

Now 

Ver. 269. — ' Morgana^ -^ ] Morgana, a fairy, is a confiderà,-^ 
bla perfonage in Boyardo, though but lighdy touched upoji in 
Ariofto ; the former Poet calls her the Fairy of Riches j Ihe 
imprifòns many knights in her enchanted palace, gnd among the 
reft Rinaldo, Dudon, Prafildo, and Iroldo, who are releafed by 
the valour of Orlando : Ihe tempts Orlando with the profpeA of 
fiches, which he defpifes. Spenfer feems to have taken his idea 

of 
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Now on my face Ike caft her eager fight^ 

And feem*d to view my features with delight. 

Then fopn refolv'd me from my friends to part; 

And ah ! too well Ihe prov'd her wily art ! 

For, 

of Mammon's tempting Guton, firom this fi£lion of Boyardo. 
Orlando being urged to profecute an adventure that was. to pro- 
cure him great treafure, replies : 

— di pericoì folo e di fatica, 
B éUvalier fi pafce e fi nutrica : 
Speranza d'acquìftar oro ed argentò^ 
La fpada non m'aria fatto cavare* 

The hardy knight, to deeds of glory bred, 
Is nurs'd by labour and with danger fed *j 
Then deem not that I draw the fword in vain. 
The filver bright, or gleaming gold to gain. 

Berni, Orlando Innam. B. i. C. xxv. 

Guion, in S'penfer, makes much the fame anfwer to Mam- 
mon : 

Regard of worldly muck doth foully blend. 
And low abafe the high heroic fprite. 
That joys for crowns and kingdoms to contend : 
Fair (hields, gay fteeds, bright arms be my delight ; 

Thefe be the riches fit for an adventurous knight. 

B. ii. C. yii^ 

Thus Rogero, in Ariofto, in the prefent book : 
— - la cagion ch'io vefto piaftra e maglia, 
Non è per guadagnar terra ne argento. 

— — thefe fhining arms my limbs enfold. 
Not lands to conqug: or to pmdjafe gold. 

Sp«n&r, 
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For, near advancing^ with a fmSing lookj 27^ 

With courteous, foft deportment, thus fhe %oke i 

Sir knight ! if you confent awhile to ftay, 

And kindly here vouchfafe to pa& the day, 

FU (how you, in the progrefs of my fporti 

Of countkift fiihes erery different fort ; 28* 

Some foft, fome hairy, fome with fcales all bright. 

In numbcf more than are the ftars of night. 

Or if you would a Syren viewj whofe vtHce 

With tuneful mufic makes the waves rejoice^ 

.Hence let us pafs, and reach yon neighbouring ftiord 

To which (he comes at this accufioiQ^d hour. 286 

, As thus flie faid, the monftrous whale fee fliow^d^ 

Which feem'd a little ifland in the flood* 

While I too rafhly (which I now lament) 

Believed her words, and on the monfter went ; 2gà 

Rinaldo, Dudon, beckoned, but in vain 5 

Not all their cares my rafh attempt reftrain* 

Alcina, with a fmile, my ftcps pUrfu'dj^ 

And left the two as on the ftrand they ftood^ 

Spenfer, in his defcriptioii of the riches of Mammon, vifitcd 
by Guion, had undoubtedly an eye upon a fimilar paflage iii 
Boyardo, where that poet defcribes at large the fubterraneous 
palace of the witch Morgana. 

See Orlando iKNAMé B. ii. C. vnt. 
See likewife Note to Book »%• ver. ^724 
^ The 
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The whak, inftrnfted well iit hfer defign, 1295 

Began to move, and cfeave the foamy brine : 

Then all too late my folly I deplore. 

Soon as I fee rfetreat the leil^ning fhore* 

Rinaldo kap'd, t' affili: me, in the main. 

But fcarce efcap*d with life to land again 1 300 

For then* a furious wind was feen to rife. 

That fweird th€ feas, and bhcken'd all the (kies-i 

His following fortiine ne'er attained my ear : 

Meantime to diffipate my growing fear 

Alcina gently ftrove, as all the day, jaj 

And next enfuing night, we held our way 

Amidft the waves 5 at length this iùt we gain. 

O'er moft of which Aleina holds her reign 5 

Which from her fifter fhc unjuftly won. 

Who claims it, by her father's will, her own -, jjo 

For ftie alone was bom in marriage bed. 

Hie others of inceftuous mixture bred. 

Ver. 303. His following fortune — ] Here Boyardo entirely 
leaves Aftolpho, and Ariofto takes up the ftory. 

Ver. 309. —from herftfler—l Loglftflla : there were three 
fitters, Logiftilla, MiÀm^ and Morgana. The all^ory here is 
obvious . Alcina and Morgana reprefent luxury and lafciviouf- 
niefs ; Logiftilla,. reafon or virtue ; thefe are continually at war 
jvith each other. 

As 
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As thefe are of a fraudful> impious ttiiùds 

And prone to every deed of evil kind i 

So does the other chaftly fpeftd her days, 31^ 

And all her foul incline to virtue's ways. 

Her fifters both cohfpire againft her ftatc i 

And niapy troops have rais'd, with deadly hate. 

To drive the virgin wholly from the land. 

And have, at times, a hundred caftles gained. 320 

Nor Logiftilla (fuch her name) had known 

By this, the fmalleft portion here, her own 1 

But that a gulph her kingdom here defends. 

And there a mountain's ridgy height afcends* 

Nor yet Alcina and Morgana ceafe, 325 

Nor let her ev'n poffefs this part in peace» 

As vice and fhameful pleafures fill their breaft. 

The virgin for her virtues they deteft. 

But to return to what myfelf befel. 

And how I firft became a tree, to tell. 33# 

Alcina gave me namelefs charms to tafle. 
And all on me her ardent paflion plac'd t 
While in my arms fuch matchlefs fweets 1 prefs'd, 
I feem'd at once of every joy pojQTeft } 
Of every joy, which fortune's hands beftow 3;J5. 
So fparingly on mortals here below. 

France 
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Fraiice I forgot, each dearer care befide. 
And love alone my amorous thoughts employed. 
My eyes were fix*d upon her face fo fair. 
While every wifh began and eenter'd there. 340 
Her former lovers fhe efteem'd no more. 
For many lovers flie ppffefs'd before : 
I was her joy, was with her night and day. 
And all the reft my high commands obey, 
JSline was her love and miae the fovereign fway! 
But wherefore do I thus inflame the wound 346 
For which, I fear, no cure can e'er be found ? 
Why recoUeót my happy hours, and know 
That all my former blifs is turned to woe ? 
Too late^f alas ! I found her wavering mind 350 
In love inconftant a§ the changing wind ! 
For fcarce two mpnth§ I held the fairy's grace. 
When a new yoyth w^§ taken to my place^ 
Reje(Jted then, I jpin'd the banifh'd herd 
That loft her love, as others were preferr'd : 355 
i.eft thefe, o'er various lands and nations fprcad, 
S}iould e'er divulge the fhameful life Ihe led. 
Some here, fome there, her potent charms reftrain 
In various forms imprifon'd to remain j 
Ip. beeches, olives, palms, qt ced^s c|os'4i 360 
Or fuch as mp you here behold expós'd ; 
Vol. I. Q In 
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In fountains fomc, and fome in beafts confined. 

As fuits the vrayWard fairy's cruci mind. 

And you, fir knight, that in ill hour have found. 

By ways, uncommon, this enchanted ground ; 365; 

For. whom fomc haplcfs Jover muft be fpurn'd> 

And to a fenfelefe ftonc or river turn*d ; 

You fhall fuch pleafurcs with Alcrna find. 

To call yourfelf the happieft of mankind ; 

But foon the common fate muft: be your own, 370, 

Changed to a beaft, a fountain, tree, or ftone. 

Thu3 have I warned you of your dangerous ftate if ' 

Not that J think you can elude your fate 5 

But yet, it fits you well informed to go, ^ 

And part, at leaft, of her deceits to know, 37 j[ 

As different features in the face we find, - 

So differs too the genius of the mind ^ 

And you, perhaps, fome fecret have in ftorc, 

T' efcape what numbers ne'er efcap-d before. 

Rqgero, who Aftolpho knew by fame 380 

The valiant coufin to his beauteous dame. 
Much for his ftrange i^nheard of fortune mourn'd^ 
Whofe fprm was to a fenfelefs myrtle turn'd j 
And for her fake, whofe love his bofom fir'd, 
T' aflift th* unhappy wvrior much defir'd : 385 

But 
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But here His. J)bwer 310 fortter^ aid .aiFards 

Than kind confolin^ teai:«> aad friendly wc^dsj 

Yet, ajl he can ! and now he feeks to kaow 

If he- to i:.5^iliaViUnd^ might go, . . 

By any isrindings ov.èr hill or plain, 39Ò 

To fliun therfnarcsof faifc Alcina's reign. 

A difPercnt'path there lay^ (the myrtle faid) 

Whfch through rough crags .and-thorny thickets led. 

If to the hill he kept the better hand ; 

fiiit hard the pafs, for there a numerous band J95 

Of armed men were plac'd to guard the land. 

His thanks Rògero to the myjtle paid. 

Then took his leave, and parted from the Ihade, J 

Inftruéled -well : his courfer by the rein 

He leads, but dares, not prefs his back again ; .400 

Whik yarioqs fchenies he faftiions in his mind, 

HowWcly I^ogiftilla's realms to find. 

Firm w^s his purpqfe every means to try, 

» * — 

Rather.than in Alcin^'s bondage lie. 

And firft, he thought again to mount his horfe, 405 

And fpijr film thro ugh, the air a diftant courfe : 

But fear foon m^de him l^y :that thought afide, 

' NQr\qnnpt the danger he fo lately try*d. 

* ^nlefs.Xerr (thus to hi mfelf he/aid) 
By force a paflage yonder fhall bcorwidpé 410 

' ^ ^ 02^ Now, 
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N0W3 as he pafs'd along the ocean's fide^ 
Alcina's ftately city he dcfcry'd* 
An ample wall the whole encompafs'd round. 
Which wide inclosed a mighty fpace of ground. 
The height appear'd to reach the diftant fkiesj 415 
And feem'd of folid gold to wondiering eyes ! 
When now more nearly to the walls he drew, 
(Such walls as ne'er before could mortals view) 
He left the p^ain and beaten path, that ftraight 
Led o*cr the meadow to the lofty gate j 420 

And to the right, that towVds the mountain lay. 
The warrior more fecurely took his way. 
But foon an hideous crew opposed his courie 
With fjivagc fury, and with bruta] force. 

Ven 423. '-r-tfw hideous crew — ] This ps^flage is copied by 
Spenfer in his Fairy Queen, where he defcribes the troop of 
carnal lufts, befieging the fort or dwelling of tei^iperance. 

B. iU C xi* 

Deformed creatures in ftrange difference j 

Some having ^eads like harts, foQie like to ibakes, 

Some like wild boars late rous'd out of the brakes^^ 

Some like to hounds, fome like to apes difmay'd. 
Some like to puttocks all in plumes array'd. 

Thefe monfters that attempt to ftop Rogero^ in bis piffiige to 
Logiftilla, or Virtue, ilgnify the different fpecies of vkt ifl the 
moil brutal and fordid ibapes. Their captain is Idlend^ Ae 
promoter cf every evil. ^ 

il crew 
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A crew fo flrange was never fcen béfore> 425 

That fuch deformed and monftrotts figures wore. 

Some from the neck below appeared like men^ 

While heads of apes and cats above were fecni 

Some, running, ftamp'd with goatifh feet the roàd> 

And fome the fhape of nimble centaurs fhow'd. 430 

Lafcivious youths were there, and old men mad ; 

Some naked, fome in hairy veftments clad^ 

One, without reins, a fpeedy courfer rides i 

This, a flow afs ; and that, an ox beftrides t 

Some on a centaur's back their feat maintain j 4J5 

Some prcfs the oftrich, eagle^ ot th^e eratìe : 

One held a bowl j a hotn another blew : 

Female and male -, fome, mixtures of the two. 

A file one bore, and one a ladder tooki 

A fhovel, this ; and that» an iron hooki 440 

The captain of the band was there behdd^ 

His face was bloated, and his paunch was-fwell'd. 

Upon a tortoife heavily he fate. 

And mov'd along the field in tardy ftatc -, 

His limbs fupported as he pafs'd. along ; 445 

Drowfy with wine his heavy cye^lids hung* ^^■ 

Some from his face and forehead wip*d the fwcati 

And others fann'd him to abate the heat. 

O3 One 
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One form'd with humaafect, with hands and brcaft, ' 
But like a dog Kis head and ears confeft, 450 

With barking fought Rogero*s courfe to ftay. 
And make him to the city bend his way. 
You threat in vain (reply'd th' undaunted knight) 
While 1 have power to wield this fword in fight* 
As thus he fpoke, his (hining blade he drew^ 455 
And brandifh'd it before the monfter's view : 
The monfter thought to ffrike him with his fpcar. 
But this Rogero faw, and drawing near. 
Swift through his paunch the deadly weapon fcnt; 
That through'his back, a foot behind, it went. 4^ 
And now, his courage rousM, he brac'd his {hield> 
But ftill his foes more numerous prefs'd the field. 
On every hand at once attacked the knight. 
Who with unyielding force maintained the fight; 
While, as aimid the furious throng he prels'd, 465 
Some to the teeth he clove,' and fome tlie breaft : 
Shield, helm, and cuirafs no defence afford , 
Againft the edge of his defcending fword. 
But now, thick fw^otiing, round theyouth they clofe. 
And fo on «very fide Hi^ c&arCc oppofe, 470 

To forée ^he throng a greater ftrength demands 
Than huge Briareu« with his hundred hands. 
• -' . : Yet 
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Yet from the covering. hàd. tte knight rcveal'd 
Before their eyes the necrom^nccr^s ihicld> 
(That fhield whofe luftre laid the gazers, bw^ 47^ 
Left by Atlantcs at hi» faddle-bow) 
At once their, headlong ftiry had been queird^ 
And proftrate all to prefs the earth compell'd : 
But here his generous foul perchance difdain'd 
To gain a conc^ueft^ not by, vàltìur gain'd. 48a 

tie fought, determined father. on the field 
To die, than to fuch foes his freedom yield : 
When fuddèn from the gate appeared in fight 
(Where (hone th« walls with golden fplendor bright) 
Two lovely dam^s, whofe aif and habit Ihow'd 485 
That ndt to lineage mean their birth they ow'd 5 - 
Nor fcem'd brought Up in humble cottage ftate> 
But bred in rich apartments of the great j 
Each dn a beauteous unicorn was pfac'd, 
Whofe fnowy hue the ermines white defac'd, 49a 

So 

Ver. 485. •— bvefy dames^ — ] By thefe two ladies^ who 
èafily perfuade Rogero to turn again and enter the City of Al- 
cina, may be generally uncterftocxl, that thot^ a good difpod* 
tion will for a long time witfaftand ihib aflaiite' of vioe-, which 
comes undifguifed in its native deformity, it may notwithftand* 
ing yield to that temptation, which, appears drelTed up in the 
garbofdi^ency. 

Ver. 489. -a beauteous untcom*^] I fee no particular 
allegorical allufion In the unicorns, on which Atk ladies 

O 4 arc 
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So lovely both were formed, fò richly dreft^ 
And every look fuch dignity cxprefs'd> 
That each ciiraptur'd gazer fcem'd to owft 
Their charms were worthy hcaverfly eyes alone. 
Beauty and gallantry fuch forms muft wear, 495 
Would they enfibody'd to the fight appear ! 

And now the damfels near the meadow drew. 
Where brave Rogero clofely preft they view. 
At once on every fide difperfe the bands : 
The ladies to the knight prefent, their hands, 500 
Who, while his vifage flufh'd with rofy-red. 
Returned them thanks for fuch a courteous deed 5 
Then> at their fuit, agreed to turn once more 
And feck the golden gate he fhunn^d before. 

The ornaments that o*er the portal rife, 505 

And jutting forward feemto meet the eyes, 

are feated, which feem merely inferted for the fake of poetical 
defcriptioh ; and may be very allowable in this author, when 
Tailb^ in the hiftorical part of his poem, has employed the fame 
fiélitious aniiiials to draw the chariot of Armida. 

Jerusal. Del. B» xvi[. 

> i ' ■ ' * Freno il dotto auriga al giogo adoftio, 
Quattro unicorni, a coppia a coppia awiMi. 

Beneath the golden yoke, in pairs conftrain^d^ 
Fòuì untcoi^ns the (kitlul drìv<U' rein'd* 

Ver, 244. 

4 Oli 
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On every fide are richly cover'd round 
With jewels, that in eaftern clitnes abound. 
Huge ftately columns, by a maft^-hand 
Of di'mond frartì'd, the folid weight fuJlainM, 510 
So fair a ftrufture ne'er before was feen 
To fate the ravifli'd eyes of mortal men ! 
Before the threfhold wanton damfcls wait. 
Or fport between the pillars of the gate : 
-But beauty more had brighten'ti in their face, 515 
Had modefty attemper'd every grace. 
In veftures green each damfel fwept the ground. 
Their temples fair with leafy garlands crown'd. 
Thefe, with a courteous welcome, led the knight 
To this fwect paradife of foft delight, 520 

And fure we this a paradife may name. 
Where gentle love firft lights his lambent flame ! 
Where feftive pleafures every day employ. 
Where every moment pafles wing*d with joy ! 
No thoughts of hoary age deprefs the mind, 525 
Nor care, nor want, can here an entrance find ; 
While, with her horn, obfequious Plenty ftands. 
To pour her riches forth from willing hands ; 
And with a fmiling front, for ever clear. 
Inviting April revels through the year. ^ 530 

En amour *4 
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Enamour'd youthsj and tender dslnifels> feem 
To chant their lov£$ befide a purling ftream. 
Somej by a branching trecj or mountain's ihadci 
]bi fports and dances prefs the downy glade i 
While one difqlofes to his ff iendj apaft^ ^ j^ 

The fecret transports of his amorous heart. 
High o*er the beech and oak, with Wing difplay'di 
High o'er the lofty pine and laurel (hade. 
The little loves in fportive circles fly. 
And view their triumphs with exulting eye : |4C» 
One at a lover's breafl his weapon aims ^ 
With fraudful art his nets another frames : . 
Here in the ftream they temper (hafts, and there 
On circling ftone their blunted points repair. 

A (lately courier foon was given the knight, 54^ 
Of colour bay, aftd gallant in the fight 5 
His coftly trappings, glorious to behold, ' 
Were all with jewels deck'd, and (hone with gold ! 
The old magician's (teed, of winged kind, 
A youth received, and (lowly led behind. 550 

The damfels now, whofe aid difpers'd the band 
That durft Rogero's purposed courfe withftand. 
Thus to the knight their gentle fpeech addrefs'd : . 
My lord ! your valiant deeds, this day confefs'd. 

Have 
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Hav«» given us ccmra^e 6:omya\xrh2Mà t» dmtv^j^' 
A tafk itlaat "«treU 'befiiscyQiirin|tfx:bl^^ 
Soon^fliall we coiticr> wbere itiróuii wày dhecegUHes l 
A flood, that in twa parts tkepkwft drndesi-^-^-i ' ^ 
A cruel wretch', wc Eriphila nutie, '■ •'>'.'•* 
D&'fendis the bridgie and paSll^ìge^ of i^e ftttatvy : 5^ 
On all that tempt the pafe Aefwiows flJes' ; 
Dreadful fiie feems, a gianteft tofisie J • .«' ^^ •• -\ 
Poifonous her bitey long tirifces àHrna her jaWis-;^ - ' - 
And Kkt a bear's her nails and,j(tiaggy paws : ' 
Nor here alone her' threateni;ig rage flie befidfr, |I5^ 
And 'gainft each paflenger the bridge defends t • 
But oft has round the garden^ifliades dèfac'd' ^ 
With giant ftep, and laid their beatity waffie, * 
Know, that the monftrous crew, whole fury late 
Opposed your courfc without the golden gate, 570 
Her offspring are j like her for prey they lull. 
And like their dam arc cruel and unjiift, ^ - 

Rogero then : Not one done demand. 
But afk a hundred battles at my hand. 

Ver. 559. — £r^A/Z!? — ] Eriphila is explained to mean, 
avarice : (he is faid to guard &e bridge that leads to oleina, to 
paint the avarice of women that will not Iktisfy the amorous 
defires of men, without liberal rewards, 

7 Whate'cr 
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Whste'er defence my prowefs can afford, 57^ 

Is yours— conunand my perfiin and my fword : 
'Tis hence» thefe fhining arms my limbs enfold^ 
Not lands to conquer, or to purchafe gold. 
But to dtfplay to all my guardian care> 
Much more to dames fo courteous and fo fair ! 58a 

The dames returned him thanks with grateful hearty 
In words that equalled well his great defert. 
In converfe thus they pa(s*d, till near they drew, 
Where both the bridge and ftream appear'd in view* 
There they the guardian of the pafs behold 585 
With jewels blazing rich oh arms of gold. 

But, till another book, I ceafe to tell 
What with the giantefs the knight befel. 
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TT| T H O travels into foreign climes^ (hall find 
^ ^ What ne'er before w^s imaged to his mind j 
Which, when he tells, the hearers fliall defpifc. 
And deem his ftrange adventures ennipty lyes. 
The herd unlettered nothing will believe 5 

]5ut what their fenfes plainly can perceive i , 

Hence 

VjBr, 5. The herd unlettered --^ ] The audior here plainly de- 
clares, that the wonderful tales related by him have a concealed 
^egory : fo Berni, Orlando Innam. B. i, C. x^. 

Quefti draghi iatati, quefti incanti, 

Qyefti giardini, e libri, ^ corni, e cani. 

Ed huomini felvatichi, e giganti, 

E fiere, e mpftri, eh* hanno vifi upfiani, / 

Son 
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Hence I (hall ne*er with common minds prevail. 

But little credit will they yield my talc. 

Yet what imports to me the vulgar ear. 

When thcfe my words, without conception, hear ? lo 

To you I write, whofe judgment can defcry 

The fecret truths that veil'd in fable lie. 

Son &tti per dar pafto agli ignoranti, 
M^ voi, eh' avete gj' intelletti bm^ 
Mflrate la dottrina, che s' afcondft 
Sotte quefte coperte alte e profonde. 

Thefe feted dragons, every magic change, 
Thf^fe books, ai>d horns, ^ dogs, and gar<Iens ftrange; 
Thefe ravage men, thefe fhapes of giant race, 
* And beafts and monfters with a human fec^ 
Are feign'd to pleafe the vulgar ear ; but you, 
Whom, fevouring pow'rs with better fenfe indue^ 
Can fee the doéb-ine iàge, that hiddealies 
Beneath tbefe mjrftic febles' deep dif^uife. 

. ^Thus Milton : 

And if aught elfe great bards befide 
In fage and folemn tunes have fun^ 
Of tumeys and of trophies |iung, 
Of forefts and enchantments drear. 
Where mopQ is meant than meets the ear. 

Il Penseroso^ 
Ver. II. To you Iwrksj — ] Some fuppofe that Ariofto here 
particularly addycfles himfelf to Hippolito and Alphonfo^ but it 
rather feems a general apoftrophe to every reader of tafte and 
difcernment, 

I left 
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1 left you there, when to the bridge and ftrcam. 
By Eriphila kept, the warrior carrie. 
A coat of mail of fineft fteel Ihe woré^ 15 

With gems of various colours covered o'ct j 
The ruby red, the chryfolite was feen, 
The yellow topaz, and the emerald green» 
Her giant bulk no common fteed beftrode j ^ 
A mighty wolf fuftain'd her ponderous load ì ao 
A wolf Ihe rode I and o'er the river croft^ 
With ftately trappings of no vulgar coft. 
A beaft fo large Apulia never bred j 
High as an ox he reared his towering head : 
His frothy mouth no curbing bit reftrain'd, 25 

Nor know I how his foaming courfe ihe rein*d i 
Her fcarf a fandy hue difplay'd to fight^ 
And o'er her armour caft a fuUen light : 
Rais'd on her creft, and in her targe fhe held, 
A piftur'd toad with loathfome poifon fwell'd, 30 
The damfels fliew'd her to th* expefting knight, 
Where, from the bridge, Ihe ftoód prepared for fight ; 
And, as her cuftom was, his courfe to ftay : 
Soon as Ihe faw Rogero on the way. 

Ver. 20. A mighty wolf — ] By the wolf, which is repre- 
fented without reins, may be fignified the iniatiable nature of 
avarice, which is not to be reftrained. 

Vol. I. P Fiercely 
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Fiercely fhc bade kltti turn : he nought reply 'd, ^5 

But grafp'd his fpear^ and her to fight defy*d. 

Nor Icfs the giantefs, with aftive heat, 

Spiirr'd her huge wolf, and fix'd her in the feat | 

And, as (he ran, her fpear in reft Ihe took^ 

While trembling earth beneath her fui^y fhook : 4a 

But foon overthrown, fupine her limbs were fpread j 

So ftrong Rogero ftruck beneath her head. 

That, forc'd before the dreadful, lance to yiel4> 

Six feet beyond fhe tumbled on the fie]d. 

Then fwift he drew his falchipn from his fide> 4^ 

Her head from her huge body to divide $ 

As well he mighty while in the flowery way. 

Already fenfelefs> Eriphila lay* 

But here the ladies cry'd — Enough, fir knight ! 

No further urge the vengeance of the fight : 50 

Behold her quelPd — then fheath your conquering 

fword, 
Let us our way relume, and pafs the ford* 

This faid ; they for a while their courfe purfu'd 
Amidft the covert of a miazy wood. 

Ver. 48. —• already fenfekfs — ] Eriphila being overthrown, 
but not killed) is iaid to Jeaote that liberality, ufed at the infti- 
gation of vice, is not perfed virtue, which entirely roots up 
avarice. 

There 



p. VII, ORLANDO FURIOSO. 219 

In vain each <lay of ail flic met cnquir'cj ; 
She heard no news of what |icr foul disfir'd. 
Oft to the hoft of Saracens flie went, 
And fought ber lover there from tent to tent : 520 
Between her lips the wondrous ring fhe held. 
Which kept her fafe fro^^ every eye concealed ; 
She cannot, dares not, yet believe him dead. 
For fuch a warrior*s death had doubtlefs fpread 
From where the tide of fam^d Hydafpes flows, 225 
To where the fun defcends to his repofe. 
Uncertain of his fate, fhe hopes, fhe fears ; 
Her fad companions are her (ighs and tears ! 
At length fhe fix'd once more the cave to feek. 
Where Merlin, from his tomb, was wont to fpeakj 
And round the fhrine fuch deep affliction fhow, 231 
The marble cold fhould foften at her woe : 
There might fhe learn if yet hef knight furviv'd. 
Or lay, by doom feyere, of life deprived i 
And thence inform'd her future courfe purfuc, 235 
As from the fage her counfel befl fhe drew. 
With this intent fhe took her lonely way 
Tow'rds the thick foreft that by Poiftiers lay -, 
Where deep the vocal tomb of Merlin flood. 
Hid in drear caves, furrounded by a wood. 240 

But 
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But that enchantrefs, whofe benignant mind 
Rcveal'd to Bradamant her race defign'd. 
Each day defir'd to learn the virgin's ftatc. 
And often try'd her art t* explore her fate, 
Rogero freed and loft again fbe knew, 245 

And how to India's diftant climes he flew j 
She faw him living in luxurious peace. 
In wanton fe^fting, and inglorious eafe ; 
Unmindful of himfelf, his promised fame. 
His fovereign's welfare, and his beauteous dame: 250 
And thus fhe fcar'd the flower of youthful bloom 
A knight fo gentle might in (loth confume ; 
While that pure portion of th' ethereal ray. 
Which ftill furvives when all is breathlefs clay, 
Th* immortal part, in fenfual pleafure toft, 255 
Would foon be fhipwreck'd and for ever loft ! 
But that fage matron, whofe attentive mind 
Watch'd o'er the good himfelf had caft behind, 
Refolv'd, through irkfome ways of toil and pain. 
To bring him back to virtue's path again» 26Q 

His med'cines thus the \7ife phyfician deals^j. 
And oft by fire, and fteel, and poifon heals ; 
Repining firft, the patient feels the fmart. 
Then owns the faving aid with, grateful heart. 

Yet 
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Yet arduous was the talk her thoughts dcfign'ds 265 
For old Atlantes^ with afTeétion blinds 
Who fought but t04)rcfervc from dangerous ftrife 
In eafe inglorious his Rogcro*s life ; 
Who rather wifh'd him thus to lead hi& days^ 
Than change a year of fhamé for endlefs praife, 270 
Had fent him to Alcina's ifle afar. 
There to forget the found of arms and war -, 
And> as a fage well vers'd in magic art. 
He bound in chains fo firm the fairy's heart. 
She ne'er again her love fhould difengage, 275 

Though good Rogero liv'd to Neftor's age. 
Now to the virgin let us bend our view, 
Whofe prophcfying (kill the future knew ; 
Who, while from realm to realm fhe thoughtful paft. 
The wandering Amon's daughter met at laft. 280 
When Bradamant beheld Melifla near, 
A fudden hope difpeird her former fear ; 
Till, ftruck with grief, th' unhappy virgin hqard 
Her lover prifoner, and his mind enfnar'd 
With pleafure*s poifon'd bait : but foon to calm 285 
Her dread, th* enchantrcfs pours the healing balms 
And plights her faith, ere many days are o'cfj 
Rogero to her prefcnce tp rettore. 

3 Give 
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id fame. J 
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Give me (iht cry'd) thfe ring, whofc poWerfcd chaf m 
*rhc wearer fhiclds from every oìagic harm ì 29^ 
Soon will 1 put Alcina'fl arts to flighty 
Who now detains your lover from your fight* 
When evening rifts will I take my way. 
And reach the Indian clirrtes by dawn of dayi 
Melifla Ipokej and to the liftening dame 
' Her purpofe told, to draw the youth fri>m 
And fend him, back orice more to France and \ 

Then from her hand the noble damfel gave 
The wondrous ring j nor this alone to fav« 
The knight had given, but with an equal mind 3éd 
Had fent her heart, and life itfelf refign*d. 
She gives the ring, and to her care commends 
Herfcif, her ìoVcr more ; to him (he fends 
A thoufànd greetings that her truth difplay, 
And, parting,. to Proveftce direds her way. 3ÓI 
A different path the fage MeliiTa pafs'd j 
And foon as evcnitig-lhade the flcies o'ercafti 
She fais*d i palfrey by her magic art. 
With one foot red, but black each othet- part t 
Some fiend infernal feeming thus in fliow, 3 to 

Whom by her fpells fhe drew from realms below : 
On this (he mounted; both her feet were bare, 
Ungirt her gown, and loofe her flowing hair* 

Q Then 
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Then witJi fuch fpeed through yielding cloudsflie flewi 
Next morn Alcina's ifle appear'd ia view* 31 J 

Arriv'd, a ftrange illufion t& the figjfeft! 
She adds a foot of ftature to her height ; 
While every limb enlarged like his appears^ 
Who nurs'd Rogero in his infant years : 
A hoary beard fhe fixes on her dhin, J20 

And fills with wrinkles all her wither'd (kin ,: 
So well flic feigns his fpeech, his voice, his air^ 
It fcems as if Atlatìtes' felf was there* 

This done> awhile flie undifcover^d flood, 
Tillj as it.chanc*d, one day the youth flie view'd 32^ 
Apart in folitudc ; unufual fight ! 
For fcarce Alcina ever left the knight* 
Now, to her wifli, flie found the youth rctir'd 
To tafte the freflinèfs which the morn infpir*d> 
Befide a ftream that from the hill's defcent ^30 
To a clear lake with gentle murmur went. 
His garments, with effeminacy made. 
Luxurious^ floth and indolence difplay'd j 

Ver. 332. His garments^ with iffeminacy madey ] This whole 
paffage is a copy ^ Virgil, iEneid IV. where Mercury is fent 
by Jupiter to w^ iEneas to lea^e Carthage. Taflb has clofe- 
ly followed botbf thefe poets, in his Jerufalem Delivered, B. xvi. 
but particularly Ariofto. ^neas, Rogero, and Rinaldo, make 
pretty near the feme figure. 

Wrought 
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Wrought by Alcina's hands of filk and gold. 

Mingled with art, and coftly to behold, ;j2S 

A firing of jewels from his neck he wore. 

That, to his bread defcending, hung before ; 

And either warlike arm, that once Cold wield 

The heavieft weapons in the lifted field, 

A bracelet bound ; in either ear he hung 340 

A ring of golden wire, to which )vas ftru ng 

A coftly pearl, whofe price by far excell'd 

What India or Arabia e'er beheld. 

His curling locks, in niceft order fct, 

Wav'd round his head with liquid odours wet. 345 

His geftures and his looks a mind declare 

Bred to the wanton pleafures of the fair. 

Rogero now his name can only boaft. 

The reft is all in foul corruption loft : 

So far eftrang'd from what he was before ' 350 

By fatal forcery and beauty's power ! 

Now in Atlantes* form th' enchantrefs ftood 
Before the youth, that form he oft had view'd ; 
With that ftern eye, and countenance fevere, 
Which, when a child, he us'd fo much to fear. 2SS 

Then thus — Are thefe the glorious fruits at laft 
Of all my cares, of all my labours paft ? 

Was 
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Was it for this thy infancy I bred. 

With marrow of the bears and lions fed ? 

Taught thee in giooitiy caves^ or foreft lands» 360 

To ftrangle ferpents with thy tender hands ? 

Panthers and tigers of their claws deprive. 

And tear their tuifaes from the boars alive ì 

That, after allj thou (houldil at length appear 

Alcina's Atys CMwAdonis here ? 36$ 

Is this the fate which in the ftars^ I read ì 

Is this what dreams and auguries have faid ? 

'Twas promised from thy birth, when thou hadft gain'd ? ; 

Trie ripening years which now thou haft attain'd. 

That not a chief ihould match thy boundlcfs praife : 

And wouldft thou thus thy boaftcd trophies raifc I 37 1 ' '*'? |, 

Thus wouldft thou rival Alexander's name, ^ 

Thus gain a Caefar's or a Scipio's fame ? ;^ ,. 

Who could have thought (O fcandal to the brave !) 

To fee thee here Alcina's wanton flave ! 375 

And that thy thraldom may to all be known. 

Thy neck and arms her ihameful fhackles own. 

If, for thyfelf, fame cannot move thy mind. 

Nor the great deeds that Heaven for thee defign'd. 

Ver. 365. — Aiys — ] A beautiful youth beloved of Cybde^ 
the mother of the go()^. 

Vol- I. Q^ Yet 
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Yet wherefore from thy godlike race withhold 380 

The future good my lips have oft foretold ? 

A race (fo fate decrees) to mortal ieyes 

More dear than Phoebus* light that gilds the Ikies I 

Forbid not fouls t* exift, which Heaven fhall frame 

With pureft portions of ethereal fiantie : 385 

Nor bkft the promised palms^ which virtue yields 

Iti peaceful councils or triumphant fields. 

By which thy fons, and each fucceeding name. 

Shall give to Italy her former fame. 

But, o'er the reft, let two thy thoughts engage, 390^ 

Two brethren, glories of their favoured age ! . 

Alphonfo and Hippolito, whofe praife. 

O'er all thy line, fhall blefa their happy days. 

On thefe I dwell, and joy to find thee hear 

Their virtuous honours with a willing ear^ 355 

As if exulting in thy mind to trace 

Such worthies fpringing from thy godlike race. 

How has this queen thy fond affeótions won ? 

But thoufands, like herfelf, the fame had done : 

Of all the numbers that her arts believ'd, 400 

Thou know'ft what recompence their loves receiv'd^ 

But that you may Alcina's faith behold, 

I will her frauds and each difguife unfold. 

This. 
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This ringTcceivé> and tx> the dame repair j 
-Then inark if flic deftrves the name of faifé 405 

She eeàs'di nor aught abafhM Rogero faid^ 
But (ilent hting to earth his drooping head. 
Meantime fhe on his finger fist'd the ring> 
That could once more his wandering ienfes bring : 
Soon as the knight returning tWth cpnfefs'd, 410 
Such deep remorfe his confcioUs foul deprefs'd. 
He wijQi'd that yawning earth would open wide> 
His vifage from the face of man to hide^ 

Her talk performed, afide th* enchantrefs threw 
Her borrowed form, and fi:ood difclos'd to view ; 41^ 
Then to the wondering youth her name reveard. 
Nor kept the caufe, for which (he eame, conceal'd t 
Sent by the faireft. of her fex, whofe care 
No longer could her lovcr^s abfehce bear -, 
To free him thence^ where magic bands Controul^ 420 
In fliameful fervitude, his manly foul t 
That old Atlantes' borrow'd.form (he chofe 
A deeper reverence on his fenfe t* inipofe. 
That gentle maid, whofe foivd afièétions burn 
For thee, and merit well a kind return; 425 

To whom refleft what gratitude demands. 
For freedom late recovered at her hands ; 
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This ring» a fafe defence from fpelful art> 
Here fends by nmc, and would have fcnt her heart. 
If aught her heart availed to give thee aid : 430 
The love of Bradamant ihc then difplay'd. 
And, with her other noble virtues join'd, 
Extoird the courage of her dauntlefs mind : 
Till clearly banilh'd from Rogero's breaft. 
She made him foon Alcina's name deteft, 435 

So late ador'd ! — the ring his foe difarms, 
Prefcrves him fafe from future magic harms. 
And ftrips Alcina of her borrowed charms* 
As when a child, who ripcn'd fruit has ftor*d, 
, In time forgetful of his former hoard, 44Q 

By fortune to the place again conveyed. 
Where many days bcfc^e his truft was laid. 
Beholds th' unthought of change with vaft forprize, 
Obfcene and putrid, hateful to his eyes J 
Rogero thus, by fage Meliffa fcnt, 445 

When to Alcina's fight again he went. 
For that fair dame, the faireft of the fair. 
Whom late he left, now, wondrous to declare, 
V A ibapc 

Ver. 447. For that fair dame,] The allegory is here clofcly 
l^t up -y where th^ eyes of the undejrftanding being cleared 

by 
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A fhape fo loathfomc faw, chat fearch around. 
One more deform 'd and old couid nc*cr be found. 450 
Her face was wrinkled, iharp, and pale of hue. 
Her hair was turn'd to grey, and thinly grew j 
Six fpans in ftature could fhe fcarcely boaft. 
And every tooth her gums, difarn\*d, had loft; 
As if her life more length of years had feen 455 
Than Cuma's prophetefs, or Priam*s queen. 
Yet fuch the force of fpells, and magic power^ 
She feem*d in prime of age and beauty's flower : 
But foon Rogero banifh'd her his thought. 
When all her ufelefs wiles to light were brought. 460 

by the ring (reafon), vice, which b^re appeared beautiful to the 
depraved imagination, then refiunes its natiual deformity. 

*^ Spenfer's Duefla, who had before appeared young and beau^ 
tifili, divefted of her rich apparel, is difcovered to be a loadiibme 
old woman. She is a copy of Arioflo's A]cina. The ciir(;um« 

jlances of Dueflk's difcovery are Uterally tranilated from Ae 
Italian poet : 

A loathly wrinkled hag, iIl-£ivour'd, old 

Her crafty head was altogether bald 

And 

Was overgrown with fcurf and filthy fcald, 
{fer teetb out of her rotten gums were fl^.'' 

Wartok's Obf. on Spenftr. 

Q.3 Yet, 
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Yet, by Meliffa warnM, he ftìll fupprefsM 
The fccrct purpofe of his wary bf eaft : 
At length his arms he feiz'd, that long had iaid 
Negleftcd, and his xxianly limbs arrayed ; 
But firft, cadi light fufpicion to r^nove^ 465 

He tqld Alcirta he defirM to |>rQve 
If, living thus a recreant from die fiejd. 
His hands coi^ld yet th^iJ* Wonted weapons wield. 
Then.Balifarda girding to his fide. 
So was his falchion nam'd, of temper try*d, 47Q. 
He took the buckler, whofe enchanted bla^^e 
Uiftrafts the feinting eyes of all that gazes 
And with the filken covering o'er it hung, 
The mafly weight acrofs his Ihoùlders flung. 
Then to the ftall he went, and bade with fpeed 475 
X-o fit the reins and faddle on a ftced 
Of coal-black hue : Melifla chofe the horfe ; 
For well fhe knew his fwiftnefs in the courfe. 
Him, Rabicano nam'd, and once the right 
Of fam*d Aftolpho, with that haplefs knight 480 

Who 

Ver. 469, — Bt^fardùTT ] The fword ftolcn from Orlando 
by Brundlo, and given to Rogero. 
.Ver: ^yt^'^RaUcoM"^'} ' Boyardo relates, that this horfe 
was produced by enchantment^ and nouriihed only with die air. 
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Who late was fix'd a riiyrtic on the fliorc, 

The watry monilcr to this ifland bore, : 

Rogero might the griffin-horfe unbind. 

That next to Rabicano ftood confined ;/ 

But here Melifla warn'd him to refrain, 485 

As he but ill obey'd the curbing rein, . . , 

And promised foon t' inftrudt him to beftride 

The flying courfer, and his fury guide ; 

And lefs they would fufpeft his flight defign'd. 

If, parting thence, he left his ftecd behind. 490 

Rogero all the maid's advice purfu'd,** • 

Who, ftill invifible, befide him ftood ; 

Then from the fatal palace fwift he rode. 

That ancient harlot's infamous abode ; 

And with impatiencp to the portal fled, 495 

That tow'rds the realms of Logiftilla led. 

Here, on the guard at unawares he fell. 

And forced his paflage through with pointed ftcel : 

He was at firft the property of Argalia, but when Ferrau drove 
him locrfe (fee General View of Boyardo's Story) he return- 
ed to the cave where he was bred, and whence he was taken by 
Argalia» Rinaldo, having loft his horfe Bayardo, arrives at diis 
cave where Rabican was kept ; he kills a giant and two griflbis 
that guarded him, and gets pofieffion of die horfe : Rinaldo after- 
wards going to Albracca, recovers his own fi-om Aftolpho, and 
leaves Rabican with him in his ftead. 

See Orlando Innam. 

Ct4 While 
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While fomc he deeply wounded, fome he flew. 
Then o*er the bridge with fpeed impetuous flew ;^oo 
And foon w^ diftaot far, ere fpr^ding fame 
Could to Alcina's ear his flight proclaim. 

Th* enfuing book fliall Jtell what courfe he paft,. 
Till he to luOgiftilU c^me at laft. 
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THE ARGUMENT, 

RoGEiLD melees his efcape from Alcixia, and travels towards tfie 
country of LogiftiQa.' Rinaldo leaves Scotland, and arrives in 
England, where he obtains fuccours from the regent to be 
tranfported to the affiftance of Charlemain. Angelica is car- 
ried by magic art to a defolate ifland, where fhe is caft into a 
deep fleep by a hermit : from this place fhe is taken away by 
mariners to be devoured by a iba-monfter. Orlando, difturbed 
with a drea^ quits the city of Paris, then befieged by Agra- 
mant, and goe$ out^ difguifed, in fearch of has miftreft' 



^* 



rut • 

EIGHTH. BOOK 

ORLANDO FURiOSQ. 



WHAT ftrange enchanters in our times 
abound! 
What ftrange enchantreffcs alike are found ! 
Who changing' features with deceitful art. 
Of either fex entrap th' unwary heart : 
Nor do they work thefe wonders on the mind, 5 
By influence of the ftars, or fprites confin'd ; 
But with diffimulation, fraud, and lyes. 
They bind it with indilToluble ties Ì 
He, who from fortune can fuch grace obtain. 
The ring of fair Angelica to gain, la 

Or rather that of reafon, fliall difplay 
Their foul difguifes to the face of day. 

Ver. II. Or rather that of reafon^'] The allegory is here 
plainly opened by the poet. 

4 How 
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How bleft Rogero then ! whofc ring difpell'd 
Etch error that his foul had prifoner hold. 

RogerOj as my talc befort dcclar'd, 1 5 

With Rabican came arm*d before the guard j 
And when all unprovided thefe he fpy'd. 
Kept jiot his weapon idle by his fide. 
Ere far he rode the diftant wood to gain. 
He met a fcrvant of Alcina*s train : a» 

With ready falcon on his fift he came. 
As wont each day to fcour the field for game : 
Oft to a. neighbouring lake he let him fly ; 
The country round could flore of prey fupply. 
He rode a palfrey, not with trappings gays 2^ 

His faithful dog companion of his way. 
Soon as he faw Rogerp's fpeed, his mind 
Alcina's fugitive in him diyin'd : 

Ver. 20. He met a fervant-^ This paflage, conCdered lite- 
rally, has fomcthing odd iii it ; neither is the allegory of th^ 
fervant, horfe, dog, and falcon, very obvious. Ai> Italian com- 
mentator thus explains it. 

*< The four animals that attack Rogero, are die four paffions 
that govern the foul: the fervant denotes fear ) Ae bird, defire; 
the dog, grief; and the palfrey, joy. The Ihield fignifles that 
the paffions are to be conquered by oppofing to th^m their cQn- 
traries." 

.6 Advancing 
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Advancing near^ he, with a haughty air^ 

Bade him th' occafion of his flight declare : 30 

The knight, difdaining queftion, naught replies ^ ' 

To whom th' impatient fwain indignant crifts : . 

"What (hall you fay, if fpite of your intent, 

I, with this falcon, fhould your hafte prevent. 

This faid, he let the falcon fly, whofe fpeed . j| 

Not Rabicah could, in his courfe, exceed : 

trhe rider next, alighting from his feat^ 

Released his palfrey from the curbing bit ; 

Who, fnorting, fpurn'd the ground, and i^lUnt flew 

Swift as an arrow from the founding yew : 40 

No lefs the falconer followed dofe behind 5 

As fent by fire, or borne on wings of wind ;,!:,:: f 

The dog with Rabican purfu'd the race, , ; ; ; ^ 3 r 

As leopards hold the fearful hare in chace*. {-(j^- 

Now ftop'd the generous yputh, who blu^^4 W^^^^ 
A man on foot fo bold his flight purfue i ; 46 
Who bore ho weapon but a flender wand 
With which he might his fporting dog command* 
But when no other arms Rogero faw, ^ 

H^ much difdain'd on him his fwo^d to dr^w* 50 >^^ 

The falconer fiercely now attacks the knight* 
The dog attempts hit cQurfer's legs to bite. 

Near 



I 
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Near Rabican th' unbridled palfrtfy wheels/ 
And oft a£&U$ him with his fpurning heels : 
With founding wing the falcon terrifies, 55 

And ftrikes him with her talons as flie flies. 
The ftecdi whom fuch a ftrange aflauh diiinays. 
But ill the bridle and the fpur obeys* . 
At length, cònftrain'd, his fword Rogero ihòws 
Unfheath'd J now here, now there, his irkfomc foes 60 
He threats with edge or point, but threats in. vain i 
For ftill his irkfome foes th' attack maintain. 
Me fears, if he delays, he fboh ihall view 
Alcina, with her train, his flight purfue : 
He hears loud clamours fill the vales around ; 65 
He hears the bells, the drums, the trumpets found: 
Now ill advised he feems, with fword in handy 
Againft a man unarm -d, and dog, to ftand: 
'Twere better to difclofe to vi€fw, he thought, 
The fliining buckler by Atlantes wrought ; 70 

Then from the fhield the crimfon covering raised j 
In every eye the flafliing fplehdor blaz'd : 
The falc'ncr tumbles fenfelefson the plain ; 
The dog and palfrey fall j the wings fuftain 
The bihi no longer in his airy way : 75 

Rogero hawó^ xhsUn ^IV to- fleep a prey. _ 

The 
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The fatal tidings foon Alcina hearcj, 
Rogcro had cfcap'd and forced the guard 1 
At this fuch grief was o'er her fenfes fpread. 
That, for a time, her very foul was dead : 8# 

She tore her garments, and her face {he bruis'dj 
And oft of mad neglcft hcrfelf aécus'd. 
Then fwift to arms flie fummpn'd all hcfr crew. 
When foon around her gathered forces drew : 
Of thefe two bands (he fram*d, while one fhe fent ' 8^ 
T' explore thcf path her lov'd Rogero went 5 
The other to the harbour took their Way, 
And there, with fpeed embarking, put to lea : 
Their fails> unnumber'd, all the ftream o'ercaft : 
With thefe the defolate Alcina pafs'd ; 90 

And fo Rogero had pofTefs'd her mind. 
Her palace left without a guard behind» 
This gaveMelifla, plac'd in fecret there, , 
An ample time her mifchiefs to repair ; 
To free the wretches who had long remain'^d 95 
In hapleft ftate, in cruel thraldom chain'd. 
Around the palace, fearching every part. 
She faw the- fpells of her malicious art ; 
The magic fcals from many a place fhe took ; 
A thoiffand myitic forn:is and figures broke. 100 

'•'•'-• '-.-Then 
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Then o'er each field (he pafs'd, each mead or grove 5 
Where the fad vidtims of Alcina's love. 
That hid in fountains, trees, or beafts,^ dcplor'd 
Their hopelefs change, Ihe to their fhapcs reftor'd : 
Thcfe, when they once their forms recovered vicw'd. 
The brave Rogero's ftcps in hafte.purfu'd 106 

To Logiftilla, parting thence in peace 
To Scythia, Perfia, India, and to Greece, 
With grateful hearts ; but foremoft of the train 
The Englifh duke refum'd his form again i no 
The duke, to beauteous Bradamant ally'd^. 
For him the ffàfà Rpgero firft employ'd 
His' influence 1^|bhe wife enchantrefs-maid ; 
And gave his wSp^rous ring the knight to aid» 
Aftolpho thus each manly grace r^ain*d, 115 

And, by Meliifa's means, his arms obtained. 
With that fam'd lance of gold, which fórc'd to yield 
The ftrongefl: warrior in the lifted field, 

Argalia 

Ver. 117. — lance 0/ gol^i^^This was the lance which Ar- 
galia brought with him intòPrancc (fee General View of Boy- 
ARDo's Story), which after his death came into the pofleffion of 
Aftolpho, who, at the tournament made by Charlemain, over- 
threw with this all opponents. Boyardo, in Orlando Innam. 
calb it, una lonza dorata. So the unerring ipear of Cephalus, 
agus/iiit aurea cufpìs^ Ovid Met. B. vii. 

Britomartis, 
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Argalia firft, Aftòlpho next the lance 

Poffefs'd; by this they both acquired in France i2« 

A mighty name : the lance Mclifla found> 

Kept in the palace of th' enchanted ground, 

"With all his other arms, which from the dukej 

At his arrival there, Alcina took. 

This done, fhe mounts the horfethat cuts the wind. 

Then feats Aftolpho on the fteed behind j 1 26 

And thence to Logiftilla they repair. 

Arrived an hour before Rogero there. 

Meanwhik through rugged way à, with fteep afcent, 
Rogero to fage Logiftilla went ; 130 

Till, numerous toils o'erpaft, at noon of day, 
Befidc the feas he held his weary way; 
Slow pacing o'er the dry and barren ftrand. 
The flood on one, the hills on t*other hand : 
From the fteep hills the beams reflefted came; 135 
The earth was parch'd, the air was all on flame I 

' Britomartis, in Spenfer, has a lance of the fama kind : 

■ a mi^ty (pear. 
Which Bladud made, by magic art of yort. 
And us'd the fame m battle ay to bear, 
Sith which it had been here preferv'd in ftore^ 
For his great virtues proved long afore : 
For never wight, fo fall in fell could fit, 
But hiiQ perforce imto the ground it bore. 
Vol. I. R The 
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The filent birds were hid in groves profound ; 
The grafs-hopper alone, with tedious found. 
While in the leafy fhades conceaVd he lies. 
Deafens the hills, the vales, the feas and ikies ! 140 

There 



Ver. 140. Deafens the hiUsy the vales,'-^'} In this hyperbde 
Ariofto feems to allude to the following line of Virgil: 

Sole fub ardenti refonant arbufta cicadis ! 

To this pafTage in the edition of Virgil by Dr. Warton, is 
fubjoined the following note, which is well worth tranfcribing, 
as it may be thought in fbme fort to apologize for the ftrengdi 
of Ariofto's expreffion. 

^ I don't know how every body almoft in England came to 
imagine that the cicada in the Roman writers was the fame with 
our grafs-hopper, for their chara<fters are different enough to 
have prevented any fuch miftake. The cicada is what the Ita- 
lians now call cicala^ and the French cigale. They make one 
conftant imiform noife all day long in (ummer«time, which is 
extremely difagreeable and tirefome, partictdarly in the great 
heats. Their note is {harp and flirill in the beginning of the 
fummer, but hoarfe and harfh towards the latter part of it» They 
are fuppofed to feed on the morning dew, and then fix on fom« 
Tunny branch of a tree and fing all da^ long. It is hence that 
this infeca is oppofed to the ant in the o^d JEfosptzn fables, -vrfiich 
is as induftrious and inoffenfive as ^e other is idle and trou- 
blefome. Virgil calls the cicada querula and rauca. Martial 
arguta and inhumana. Their note is the more troublefome, 

becaufe 
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There heat, and thirft, and toil (an irkfome crew !) 

The warrior's ileps along the fand puffue. 

But fince my mufe muft various tales rehearfe. 

Nor one alone can claim my partial verfe, - 

I leave Rogero here, and haften o'er 145 

To feek Rinaldo on the Scottilh ftiore. 

The king, his daughter fair, and all the land. 
With great regard Rinaldo entertain'd : 
At length the knight his embafly difplay'd 
To beg from Scotland and from England aid; 150 
He fhew'd, befide his monarch's earneft prayer. 
How glory call'd them to fupport the war. 
To this the king reply'd without delay. 
That to the furtheft limits of his fway. 
His foul was ever ready to maintain 155 

The empire's rights, and weal of Charlemain ; 
With promife to prepare, ere many days. 
Whatever force his utmofl: power could raife, . 

becaufe in the great heats they fing alone. Any one who has 
pafTed a fummer in Italy, or in the fouth of France, will 'not 
think the epithet tnhumanaXoa fevere for them. Spenge," 

See Dr. Warton's Note on Eclog. II. ver, 16. 

Ver, 14.5, / have Rogero — ] He returns to Rogero, Book x» 
ver- 231. kinaldo was laft fpoken of in the vith book, 

R 2 And 

\ 
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And had not years dcpreft his ftrcngth (he faid) 
Himfelf would combat at his army's head t i5o 
Yet fhould'not age fo damp his martial flame. 
To keep him from the dangerous field of fame. 
But that his fon, his abfence well fupply'd. 
With prudent counfel, and with courage try'd : 
Though diftant now from his paternal reign, 165 
He hop'd to fee him foon return again 5 
While he th' auxiliar troops aflembled drew. 
To pafs before his fight in juft review. 

The monarch fpoke ; and inftant gives command 
To levy horfe and foot throughout the land ; 170 
Equips a numerous fleet to ftem the tides. 
And various ftores for every need provides. 

Now brave Rinaldo, haftening to depart 
For England's realm, the king with grateful heart 
To Berwick's town convey 'd the valiant peer, 175 
There, partirig, Ihed for grief a tender tear. 
Soon in the poop the profperous breezes blew ; 
Rinaldo went on board, and bade adieu. 

The bufy mariners their anchors fliip. 
And plough fccurely through the foamy deep 1 80 
With rapid courfe : the filver Thames they gain 
Where firft he mingles With the briny main : 

Along 



Along the ftrewawithvQaffiiWd fttU they fly> 
Till London's ft»wly towers, falutc their eye; 

I^kmldo : did fs'oov Cbarlefi aii^ Qtho bring 1 9^5 
(Otho befieg'din Piri^ wifh the king) 
Comniiflioa to the prince^ whofe hoiiOQr'd hand 
By deputation rul*d the;£ngUlh land> 
To raife fupplies i aiid from fair Albion's coaft 
Xmbark. for Calais* Ihore the friendly hoft, ' 190 
To Charlemain and France a welcome aid : 
The prince, who then the regal fceptre fway'd 
In Otho's ftead, to brave Rinaldo!s nanme 
Such honours paid, as Otho's felf might claim ; 
Then, anfwering his demands, he fummon'd all 15^ 
The neighbouring forces that obey'd his calU 
With thofe that in the fubjeft iflands lay. 
To meet together on a certain day. 

But here, my lord, with various themes my mufc 
Th' example of the lyrift's art purfues, aoo 

Who, fhifting oft the firings, with (kilful hands. 
Now high, now low, the changing npte commands. 

Ver. 199. Bid hir^ ny kri^ — ]: A frefh addrefe to his 
patron : this frequently occurs in the courfe of the work* 
Rinaldo is mentioned again at the review of the f9rccs, 
Sopk X. rq:. 507, 

R 3 While 
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While to Rinaldo was my Verfc confin'd, ' 
Angelica again employ'd rty mind. 
Whom late we left, where, flying from his fight, 205 
She on an aged hermit chanc-d to light. 
Then to purfuc her tale -— (he alk'd the way 
That led to where fomc ready veflcl lay : 
Such anxious fears póflefs'd the tender maid. 
She deem'd all Europe could not yield her aid, 210 
Pleas'd with her wondrous charms, the hoary fire 
Through his cold veins confefs'd a fudden fiire -, 
Then ftrove with heavenly converfe to detain 
The parting fair-one, but he ftrove in vain. 
A hundred times he ftruck his afs, but ftill 215 
The ftubborn beaft was rcftive to his will : 
His walk was heavy, and his trot was worfe ; 
Nor could he make him mend his tardy courfc. 
The virgin gone ; when fcarce his fight furvey'd 
The late-worn track her palfrey's feet had .made, 2a© 
A cave he fought, remote from human eyes. 
There caus'd from earth unhallow'd fiends to rife : 
From this infernal band a fpright he chofc. 
On whom he beft might hh commands impofe 5 
•And bade him on the palfrey aft his part, 235 

That with the damfel bore away his heart,. 

As 
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As the ftaunch hound that through the mountain 

dews. 
With open mouth the hare or fox purfues. 
When wheeling round he fees the flying prey. 
Oft feems to bend his fpeed a different way, 230 
Till, unawares, upon the wretch he flies. 
And gripes with cruel jaws the bleeding prize : 
The hermit thus, by hidden craft, defign'd 
Wherever Ihe fled, Angelica to find. 
His fecret purpofe well methinks I trace, 235 

And (hall difcover in fome future place. 

The fubtlc demon, with his charge pofleft. 
Now crept within th' unwary damfePs beaft. 
So lurking fpàrks at firfl: in fecret lie. 
Till burfting iheets of flame involve the flcy. 240 
Near the fait flood her lonely path flie held. 
Where on the Gafcon fliore the billows fwell'd : 
But foon the fiend, that in her palfrey lay. 
To the deep feas impelled his headlong way. 
With terror flruck, (he flrives to turn the rein ; 245 
But further ftill he plunges in the main. 

Ver. 244. To the deep feas •— ] This whole paflage copied 
from Ovid, in the fable of Jupiter and Europa, 

R 4 What 
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What fliould fhe do, but firmly fix her feat ? 
Her robe fhe gathers round ; her timorous feet 
She draws aloft ; while o'er her Ihoulders flow 
Her locks, and in her face the zephyrs blow : a5Q 
The rougher winds are hufh'd j the furges ceafe 
Their fury, by her charms compos'd to peace. 
While flowing tears her cheeks and bread bedew^ 
Back to the fhore fhe cafts a mournful view 5 
She fees it now, alas ! no longer near 1 255 

Still lefs and lefs the flying hills appear : 
Till, wheeling to the right, a defert ftrand 
The courfer reach'd, and bore her fafe to land, 
Midfl rocks and caves 5 what time the finking light 
Of Phoebus* beams refign'd the world to night. 26Q 

Soon as the damfel found herfelf conveyed 
To thefe drear wilds, whofe fight alone difinay*d 
The gazer's heart, immoveable fhe ftpodj 
So fix'd, had any eye her figure view'd. 
She feem'd a flatue on the lonely fands ; a6| 

Her hair was hanging loofe ; her clafping hands 
Together join'd ; in filent grief fhe mourn'd 
With lips unmov'd : her eyes were upward turn'dj 
As if t' accufe the high decrees of Heaven, 
That all her days to mifery had given I ayq 
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At length Ihe gave a vent to mighty woe. 
Words found their way, and tears began to flow I 
Relentlefs fate ! what would'ft thou more, flic cries. 
Since life itfelf will not thy rage fuffice ? 
Why haft thou fav'd me from the gaping wave, 275 
Where now n^y griefs had found a peaceful grave» 
But that my life preferv'd might means fupply 
To pcrfecute me more before J die ! 
By thee I'm banifh'd from my regal feat. 
Nor e'er muft hope my native land to greet : aJo 
And O ! far worfe ! have loft my fpotleft name ; 
For though my confcious thoughts are void of blame. 
Yet, wandering thus, I give too juft pretence. 
For flander to defame my innocence ! 
What has that wretched d^mfel left to boaft, 285 
What good on earth, whofe virtuous praife is loft I 
Alas ! that fame which fpeaks me young and fair, 
(Or true or falfc) but adds to my defpair ! 
Nor can I thanks to Heaven for charms beftow. 
For lucklefs charms, whence all my forrows flow. 290 
Through thefe, my brother, poor Argalia, dy'd i 
No fuccour his enchanted arms fupply*d. 
For thefe did Agrican, the Tartar king. 
My father Galaphron to ruin bring, 

Once 
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Once monarch of Cathay : 'tis hence I range 295 
Forlorn, and every day niy dwelling change. 
My wealth, my friends, my honour, all is flown t 
Yet am I fliill preferv'd for woes unknown. 
Glut then thy utmoft rage I O ! fortune ! fend 
Some favage beaft thefe wretched limbs to rend : 300 
From ioathfome light my weary foul relieve. 
And for my death my grateful thanks receive. 

Thus in* deep forrow mourn'd the haplefs dame. 
Till in her fight the wily father came : 
Her, from the fummit of a rock, he viewed, 30 c 
As on the plain below fhe weeping flood. 
Six days before, arriv'd the hermit there. 
Borile by a demon ftrangely through the air ; 
And now fuch looks of deep devotion wore> . 
Not holy Paul, or bleft Hilario more ! 310 

When 

Ver. 295. — wy father Galaphrm — monarch of Cathay : — J 
Albracca having been long befieged, was at laft taken by ftorm, 
Aough not by Agrican, who was flain by Orlando, but by the 
enemies of Angelica, who took advantage of the abfence of Or- 
lando, Sacripant, and the other brave defenders of *that princefs. 

See Orlando Innam. 

Ver. sio -^ hofy Paul^ or bleji Hilario — ] "Paul, the firfl: 
hermit, retired into the defert, in the time of the emperor 
Valerum, where he lived holily for one hundred and two 

years. 
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When nearer fair Angelica he drew. 
Nor flie the features of the hermit knew. 
The welcome fight her drooping fpirits cheer'd. 
Though ftill deep anguifh on her face appeared. 
O ! holy father ! with thy pitying aid, ' 31^ 

Relieve, Ihe cry'd, a helplefs, lonely maid ; 
Then, with a broken voice, began to tell 
That mournful ftory, which he knew fo well. 

In pious ftrains, with hypocritic air. 
He now began to footh the weeping fair; 320 

While, as he fpoke, his roving fingers prefs'd 
Her alabafter neck and heaving breaft i 
Till, bolder grown, he clafp'd her in his arms : 
But here, Tefentment kindling all her charms. 
Back with her hand the feeble wretch flie threw, 325 
While every feature glow'd with rofy hue. 
Then from his fcrip he takes, of fovereign ufe,' 
A little vial fiird with magic juice j 

In 

years, in company with the blefled abbot Antonio. Hilario, 
bifliop of Gallia, was fent into exile with Eufebius, by the em- 
peror, who was an enemy to the Chrifiians : he led an exemplary 
Jife, and wrought many miracles.*' Porcacchi. 

Ver. 327. Then from his fcrip — ] Boyardo has a ftory fome- 
thing fimilar to this of Aric«fto> where Flordelis, wife to Brandi-. 

. 4nart, 
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In thofe bright cycsj where love was wont to frame 

His fharpeft darts, and raifc his purcft flame, jjo 

A drop he fprinklcs that had power to ftcep 

Her heavy eye-lids in the dew of flccp. 

Now prone on earth fhe finks,, a .lovely prize, 

Defcncel^fs at his lawlcfs will fhe lies ; 

While, at Jiis pleafure, he can .wander o'er , J35 

Each namelefs beauty, every grace e^cplore. 

Oft to her mouth his trembling lips are prcfl: ; 

And oft his kiffes print her ivory breaft. 

None, view his aftions, on that defert coaft : 

But the foft hour of love with him is loft. 340 

The hoary dotard, nvhofc impure defire 

Forgets what fage and reverend years require. 

Shame of his kind ! with drowfy age oppreft. 

By flow degrees refigns his limbs to reft. 

And every fenfe in dull oblivion laid,. ^^t 

Soon lies in flumbcr by the flumbering.maid. 

But now a frqfh difafter fortune fent. 
Who feldom leaves till all her darts are fpent : 

ipart, pieets with fach another hermit, who cafts her in a deep 
fieep, aad carries her away from her hqfband, when ffaie i$altef-i 
wards delivered by a^ lipn, who terrifies the hermit diat had 
conveyed her to a. cave. See likewiie the oW Fiflierman and 
Florimel in Spenfer. Fai5.y Qurbn, B* iii« C, yifl. 

\^ . And 
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And' here I mi^ th' occafion firft dìfplày' 

That draws me fomething frotnthe path away : 350 

In feas remote^ beneath the weftern (kies^ 

Beyond the Irifh coaft an ifland lies, 

Ebùda calFd, on whafe ill-fated ground 

Th* inhabitants are now but thinly found. 

A dreadful ore, and numerous monfters more, 355 

By Proteus fent, have ravaged all the fhore. 

The ancient ftories (ftrange to hear ! ) relate, 

A powerful monarch governed once the ftate : 

Ver. 355. A dreadful orc^ — ] The word orca in the Italian 
has no particular flgnification, but is applied to any monfter 
or creature of the imaginadon : in the xviith book, arco is 
ufed for a deformed and dreadful giant : the word ore occuis 
in Milton : 

The haunts of feals and ores and fea-mew's clang ! 

Par. LfOST, B. xi. ver, 835. 

Ver, 356. By Proteus ferity — ] Ariofto makes a ftrange 
mixture of the Chriftian and Pagan theology : Neptun^ 
Proteus, and the other marine gods, are here introduced 
without fcrup^e. Spenfer in like manner employs the fe- 
bles and fymbols of the ancients, and makes the heathen 
deities agents in his poem ; and, like Ariofto, . brings Pro- 
teus into the above-mentioned tale of Florimel and the 
Fiftierman : 

Proteuà is (hepherd of the feas of yore. 

And hath the charge of Neptune's mighty herd ; 

An aged fire with head all frory hore, 

And fprinkled froft upon his dewy beard, &c. 

This 
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This prince a daughter fair and young poffefs'd^ 
With every ^race and every virtue bleft ; 360 

Whofe heavenly charms, as on the ilrand (he ftood^ 
Enflam*d the heart of Proteus midft the flood : 
The bloomy virgin by his love compelled. 
Her pregnant womb a growing burthen fwell'd* 
Moft hateful to her fire was this to hear, 365 

Above all others impious and fevere ! 
Nor would he by remorfe, or love, be led 
To fave his haplefs child's devoted head. 
His grandfon (harmlefs objeft of his fpite) 
Was murder'd ere he yet had feen the light ! 370 
Proteus, to whom 'tis given in charge to keep 
The herd* of Neptune, ryler of the deep. 
For his lov'd confort's death indignant burn'd. 
And to revenge her all his fury turn'd. 
With fpced he fent albore his favage train, 375 
Thf phocoB, ores, and monfters of the main ; 
That not alone their rage on herds employ'd. 
But villages and hufbandmen deftroy'd. 
The foldiers arm'd, by night and day prepar'd. 
High on the city's walls maintain'd the guard, 380 
While from the fields the trembling people flew : 
At length, to learn what courfe they muft: purfue 

Ti> 
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To end their plague, the oracle they fought ; 
And thence the deputies this anfwer brought. 

*' That Heaven requirM them with unweary'd care 
** To feek a damfel, like the former, fair; 386 
*« A vidlim doom'd befide the roaring tide, 
«^ T' appeafe the God for her that guiltlefs dy'd. 
** So might. th\ offended power the maid receive, 
** And from their woes th' aiBióte.d land relieve. 390 
** But if the fcourge remained, they muft prefent 
** Another dame, 'till Proteus' wrath was fpent." 

I dare nor true, nor falfe, this ftor}»' hold. 
Which former annals have of Proteus told : 
Thus far 'tis known — in this unhappy place, 395 
A Jaw prevails againft the female race. 
To nòurilh daily with their guiltlefs blood 
An hideous monfter, rifing from the flood, 
A dreadful ore, that near the ifle rertiain'd. 
When every other had the feas regain'd. 400 

Hard is the lot of woman ever found. 
But harder ftill on this unpitying ground. 
O wretched virgins ! in a lucklefs hour 
By fortune caft on this ill-omen'd ihorc. 
Where, by the waves, in cruel watch they (land 405 
To feize on firangers with a^ impious ]hand i 

8 " Whof<i 
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Whofc lives may for the nation's girilt àtone^ 
And thus prefcrvc the numbers of their own. 
From port to port their vcffels fcour the mai^. 
New viftims for the facrifice to gain. 410 

Some maids by force they win, and fome by ftcalth. 
By flattery thefe, and thofe by hopes of wealth ; 
And thus they drew fuch numbers in their power. 
As every prifon fiU'd, and every tower. 

A pinnace, that had fail'd from land to land^ 415 
Pafling before the folitary ftrand. 
Where on the graiSy turf the lovely maid, 
Unbleft Angelica, afleep was laid. 
Their anchor caft, the feamcn flopped, to bring 
Wood from the grove, and water from the fpring, 420 
And there beheld the flower of beauty's charms, 
Clafp'd in the holy father's reverend arms ! 

O ! precious prize ! adorn'd with every grace ! 
Too precious far for fuch a barbarous race ! 
O ! cruel fortune ! canft thou then maintain 4-25 
Thy fway on earth with fuch relemlefs reign. 
To yield an ofitring to a monfl:er's rage, 
Thofe graces that could Agrican engage 
From Caucafus Albracca's force to brave. 
With half of Scythia there to find a grave ! 430 
5 That 
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That beauty priz'd by Sacripant before 
His martial glory and his regal power ! 
That beautyi which the mighty fame defaced 
Of Anglant'S knight, and laid his fenfes wafte ! 
That beauty, which had rouz'd fuch chiefs to armsi 
And fiird the eafterh empire with alarms ! 436 

Now lies forlorn, to woe and death bétray'd, 
IVithout a friend to hear, a friend to aid ! 

The damfel, fleeping, fenfelefs on the ground. 
Before fhe wak'dj with ready chains they bound j 440 
They feiz'd the herm^it too ; and with their prey 
Back to the ftrand again cefumM their way. 
To the high maft the bellying caiivas drained, 
The veffel foon the mournful ifland gain'd. 
Yet pity wrought fo far her charms to fpare, 445 
For many days they kept the virgin-fair ; 
'Till now, exhaufted all their haplefs ftore^ 
Weeping thejr led her to the deftinM fliore. 
What tongue can tell the forrows, tears, and fighs,^ 
^he lamentations loud that pierc'd the (kies ! 450 
*Twas ftrange the pitying rocks did not divide, 
When to the ftone her lovely limbs were ty'd. 
I can no more— fuch pangs my breaft affali j 
The mufe rriuft leave untold the piteous tale ; 

Vol. L S An4 
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And to a theme Icfs gloomy turn the ftraiiij 455 
'Till her torn mind recovers ftrength again. 
Not fquallid fnakes^ nor fpotted tigrcfs ftung 
With dreadful fury for her ravifli'd young. 
Or aught that in the traét of Afric lands 
Envenomed wanders o'er the burning fands, 460 
Could view without remorfc this maidea's cruel 

bands* 

Had fame the tidings to Orlando brought. 
Who late in Paris' walls his fair-one fought ; 

Ot 

Ver. 462. Hai fame the ttiUngS'^ ] See the before-cited book 
in Spenibr, ^ere Florimel Ms into the hands of the old Fiib- 
erman. 

O ! ye brave knights ! that boaft this ladj's love^ 

Where be ye now — — 

But if that thou fir Satyrane didft weet^ 

Or thou fir Peridure her Iforry ftate, 

How foon wQidd ye ailemble many a flee^ 

To fetch from iea that ye at land loft late. 

Towers, cities, kingdoms ye would ruinat^ 

In your avengement and difpiteous rage \ 

Ne ought your burning fury mote abate : 

But if fir Calidore could it prefiige, 
No living creature could his cruelty aiTuage. 

^^ This apoftrophe to the knights of Fairy laod, and call- 
ing on them by name, to affift the diftrefied Florimel, feems 
imitated from Ariofto, who twice ufes the fame kind of apo- 

ftrophej 
6 
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Of the two warriors*, whom the friar miiled 
With lying fotms in Stygian darkncfs bred j 465 
For her a thònfand dangers had they dar'd. 
And Qctwn with fpced to be the virgin's guard: 
But fliould the fatal news their fouls furprife 
*? he drftance now their timely aid denies ! 

Meantime was Paris clofe befieg'd around 470 
By king Troyano's fon in arms renown'd : 
One dreadful day the foes fo warmly prefs'd^ 
They nearly enter'd and the town poflefs'd : 
Then had Act Heaven fulfiiyd the Chriftian prayer. 
And pour'd a deluge through the darkened air, 475 
That day had funk before the Pagan lance. 
The facred empire, and the fame of France ! 
The great Creator turn'd his eyes, and heard 
The juft complaint by aged Charles preferred, 

ftrophe ; where Angelica is going to be devoured by a moiifter, 
and where Rogero is fluhg into yrifon."^ 

Upton's Note^ on Spenfer. 

Ver. 470. Meantirm was Paris — » ] He returns to Angelica 
the xth Book, ver. 647. 

Ver. 475. Anipouf^da deluge — ] In thiy (hort account of 
the fiege of Paris, Ariofto aUudes to a more particular defcrip* 
tion which had been given by Bbyardo, in the latter end of his 
poenK See General View of Boyard^ Story. 

The continuation of this fiege idBteiuncd by Ariofto, 
B. xiv. ver. 491. 

S a And 
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And fudden, where all human help was vain, 480 
The fire cxtinguifli'd with tenipeftuous rain. 
The wife will ever to th' Almighty bend, 
Whofe power can beft the falling ftatc defend ! 
The pious monarch'Own'd, in grateful thought. 
The hand divine that had his fafety wrought. 485 

At night Orlando, on his rcftlefs bed. 
Revolves diftrefsful fancies in his head j 
While here and there his thoughts each other chacc, 
And never long maintain their flitting place. 
So from a water clear, the trembling light 490 
Of Phoebus, or the filver queen of nighty 

Along 

Ver. 493. So fttm a water cUar^ •*— ] See Virgil. -flEn. viii. 

Sicut aquae tremulum labris ubi lumen aenis 
Sole repercuflum, aut radiantis imagine lunx, 
Onmia pervolitat kte loca, jamque fub auras 
Erigitur, fummique ferit l^uearia te£H» 

So from a brazen vafe the trembling ftream 
Refle£ls the lunar or the folar beam ; 
Swift and clufive bf the dazzled eyes, 
From wall to wall the dancing glory flies ; 
Thence to the cieling flioot the glancing rays, 
And o'er the roof the quivering fplendor plays. 

Pitt, 

Camoens, 
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Along tlie fpacious^ rooms with fplendor plays^ ' 
Now .high, now low, and fliifts a thoufand ways. 
Angelica, returning to his mind. 
Who fcarce was ever from his thoughts disjoined, 495 
Hq feels with double force the pains increafe. 
That fecm'd awhile by day compose to peace. 
With her from India to the weft he. came. 
Where fortune robb*d him of his beauteous dame ; 
And .vainly trac'd her fteps, fince Bourdcaux* 
field 500 

Compeird the banded powers of France to yield. 
For this Orlando's careful breaft was mov'd. 
And oft for this his fglly he reprov'd ! 

My life's beft joy ! how have I crr'd ! (he faid) 
Why have 1 thus fo fair a nymph betray'd ?• 505 

Camoens, as Mr. Mickle obfervos, has the fame fimile : 
As in the fun's bright beam the gamefome boy 
Plays with the fliining fteel or cryftal toy. 
Swift and irregular, by fudden ftarts, ' ^ 

The living ray with viewlefe n^otLon darts, v 

Swift o'er the wall, the roof, the floor, by tur^s, 
The fun-beam dances and the radiance burns. 

MiCK,X.E's Lu jXAD, B. Viil.'- 

Ver. 500. — Jince Bourdeaux* field — ] The great battle in 
which the Chriftian army was defeated, defcribed by Bk^db, and 
nientioncdbyAriofto in the beginning of the" poem. • . ^ 

S3 When 
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When on thy charms each day to feed tny fight» 
On thy dear converfc dwell with fo^d delight. 
Thy goodnefs gave — cv'n then— O I f»t4 howl 
I tamely gave thee into Namus' power ! 
Well might my foul have fuch an aft ex€p§'4 ! 510 
Kot Charle; himfelf had my defires ricfus'4* 
Firft had I every chance of battle try*d j 
Firft let them frona my breaft my heart dividila ! 
But Charles^ and all his force, too weak had prov'd 
To raviih from my arms the maid I lov'd ! 515 
At leaft I might have pUc'd her with a guard 
In Parisj or fomc ftrong retreat prepared : 
Who like myfelf, Aiould every danger brave 
From threatening ills the virgin-fair to fave ! 
Far dearer than the Wood that bathes my heart i 520 
How ill have I performed a lover's part ! 
Ah ! whither now, without my aid, alone. 
Whither, fo young and beauteous, art thou gone ! 
As when the«fun withdraws his evening rays, 
A Iamb, forfaken, midft the foreft ftrays 525 

With tender bleats, in hopes the fhepherd's ear 
At length may chance the plaintive notes to hear ; 

y?? SH* 4f wèf» ih Jim ^1 This is a tender beautiful 
Anile^ and ijflqgptber original. 

Till 
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Till from afar the wolf the found receives, ^ 
And for his lofs the haplefs Ihepherd grieves. 
Then art thou fall'n to cruel wolves a prey, 530 
Thy faithful knight Orlando far away ! 
That dear, that virgin treafure, which poffeft. 
Had made Orlando, with th' immortals bleft. 
Which at thy chafte defire I kept unftain'd. 
Some cruel fpoiler now perhaps has gain'd. 535 
Forbid it Heaven ! all other fufferings fhed, 
AH other plaguesi on my devoted head ! 
But ihould it be*— this hand ihall yield relief. 
And end at once my being and my grief. 

Now loft in fleep the whole creation lay, 540 
And cheer'd their fpirits from the toils of day. 
Some funk in down j and fome the herbage prefa'd j 
While fome on rocks, on oaks, or myrtles reft. 
Yet thou, Orlando, feek'ft in vain to elofe 
Thy wakeful lids, diftradted from repofe ; 545 

Or if a moment feals thy weary eyes. 
In thy fliort (lumber painful vifiona rife. 

Orlando dreamt, that on a river's fide* 
With odorous flowers and Airubs divcrfify*d» 
He gaz'd tranfported on that heavenly fac€(, 550 
Which Love himfelf had tipg'd with xqCj grace i 

S ^ On 
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On thofc bright ftars, whofe glances food fupply 
To fouls that in his nets entangled lie ; 
On that dear virgin, whofe all- conquering eyes 
Could in his bread his amorous heart fiirprife ! 555 

While thus he feem*d poffeft of every joy 
That can a happy lover's thoughts employ, 
A fudden ftorm the ichearful day o'ercaft, 
The tender flowerets withered in the blaft. 
The foreft (hook, as when^ in wintry fkies, ^Bcii 

. South, eaft, and weft with mingled fury rife ! 
Now while he fhelter fought, the mournful knight 
Scem'd in the gloom to lofe the damfel's fight. 
Now here, now there, he fearch'd thè woods aroundj^ 
And- made the country with her name refound. 565 
But while a thoufand fears his foyl difmay -d. 
He heard her well-known voice imploring aid : 
Swift to the found he turn'd, but turn'd in vain, 
JJis eyes no n^ore the objeft lav?d regain : 
'When to his ears this dreadful warning came, 570 
*' Ne'er hope on earth again to fee the dame !'• 

The^loVfCr, waking, found the vifion fled. 
And faw his falling tears bedew the bed. 
Unmindful now that dreams are empty fhade^ 
By fancy fprm'd, he deem'd his dcarcft maid 575 
'7 With 
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With danger prefs*d, and from his couch he flew. 
And o^er his limbs his plated armour drew s 
Then Brigliadoro took without delay. 
But not a fquire attendant on his way. 
From prying eyes the more to hide his name, 580 
Nor give each vulgar tongue t' afperfc his fame. 
He wore not thofe known arms, and ample fliield 
With red and white diftinguifh'd in the field 5 
But arms of fable hue, whofe darknefs Ihows 
A juft rcfemblance to his inward woes. 585 

Not many years elaps'd, his matchlefs might 
From Amoftantes won this fuit in fight. 

Now midft the filence of the midnight hour. 
He left his fovereign Charles ^ the Chriftian power 

Vqr^ 578. -^ BrigUadora — ], Briglia-d'oro, i. e. golden 
])ridle : the name of Odando's horfe in Boyardo, whence 
Spenier calls fir Guyon's horfe, Brigadore : this horfe was 
formerly the property of Almontes. See Note to Book i. 
yer. 202. 

Ver. 582. — thofe known arms, — ] The armour which Or- 
lando won from Almontes, brother to Troyano. 

Ver. 587. — Amojìantes — ] The name of this warrior, who 
IS not mentioned in Boyardo, appears in a mufter of the forces 
brought over by Almontes : after the death of Almontes he was 
killed by Orlando. See Aspramonte, C. v. xx. 

He 
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He left ; nor bade adieu to Branditoart, 590 

Once his lov'd friend and partner c^ his heart ! 
But when with golden trefies round her head^ 
The morn arofe from rich Tithonus* bed. 
And from earth's face the humid curtsuns drew^ 
Orlando's flight, ineensM, the monarch knew : 595 
With deep concern his nephew's lof$ he heard. 
When honour call'd him now, where danger rear'd 
Her dreadful front, to guard from hoftile hands 
His king, his country, and his focial bands. 
Nor could he hide his anger, but cxprefs'd 600 
The juft refcntment kindled in his breaft i 
With threats, if abfent long, the recreant knight 
Should dearly mourn this ill- concerted flight. 

Ver. 590. -^ BrofuSmart^ ] Brandimart is one of the principal 
peribnages in the Orlando Innamorato, where he makes a mora 
confpieuous figure than in the Furiofo. Brandimart and Flor- 
deiis are defcribed by Boyardo as a pattern of conjugal afièétion, 
and this charaéter of tìiem is preferved by Ariofto : they were 
Pagass by birtfa^ but Flordelis was firft convejFted by Rinaldo^ 
and Brandimart afterwards by the joint arguments of Orlando 
and Flordeli$. Brandimart is introduced as the almoft iniepara-^ 
ble companion of Orlando, whom he accompanies to the fiegc^ 
of Alhracca^ See O&lanoo Innam. 

But 
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But flipblc B/wdiflcian, whofe fùth well try'd* 
No cjianc? cqyW (hgk^, wfepm iWKHing wuld dU 
vide 60s 

From his lov'd frieivJi who inly hop'd once more 
Orlando to hh fellows to reftorei 
And fcori^'d to hear reproach his fame upbraid^ 
Swift from the hoft his eager fteps convey'd s 
Nor would to Flordeli^ his thoughts difclole^ 610 
Left her fond love fhould his defign oppofe. 
His wedded dame was fhe^ his foul's delight^ 
Scarce was he ever abfent from her fight : 
The charms of beauty in her perfon ftiin'd. 
And every prudent grace adorn'd her mind ! 61 jjf 
Yet, parting thus, he hop*d ere clofe of day 
Again to meafure back- his former way : 
But many a chance the wandering warrior prov'd. 
That long dctain'd him from the fair he lov'd. 

A tedious month his confort ftay'd in vain, 620 
In hopes to fee her Brandimart again ; 
Till fear and love her breaft fo ftrongly rend. 
She quits the walls without a guide or friend $ 
And feeks him long in many a diftant ftate. 
As, in its piace, the ftory fhall relate : 625 

Of thefe no more — the mufe with nobler flight 
Now turns the ftrain to great Anglantc's knight j 

Who, 
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Who, having chang'd his arms of well-known fame,^ 
Won from Almontes> to the portal came, 
^ftjid to a chief, who there maintained the guard, 630 
In a low voice his mighty name declared : 
Soon at the word, he let the draw-bridge down, 
Wh^n fwift Orlaqdo iffu'd from the town. 
And took the way to pafs the flumbering foe : 
What follow'd then th' enfuing book fiiall (how. 63^ 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Orlando feekmg Angelica, hears of the erud cuftom of the 
. people of Ebuda, who every day iacriflced a female to a fea- 
monfter. He refolves to go againft thofe Iflanders, bu^ in 
his way, being caft aihore by a tempeft, meets with Olympia, 
who relates to him a melafSchfcdy< tale of her misfortunes and 
expulfion from her hereditary dominions. Orlando under- 
takes to reftore her to her pofieflions, and revenge her on her 
^.encmy., 
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TO what will cruel treacherous Love cox]i'^ 
ftraln 
A heartj once taken captive in his chain^ 
Since he can thus Orlando's breaft divide^ 
And turn his duty from his lord afide ? 
He, who was once with deepcft wifdom ftor'd, 5 
The holy church defending with his fword^ 
E'er fince in Love's bewildering path he trod. 
Forgets himfelf, his fovereign, and his God ! 

Yet would I gladly here acquit his fame, 
O'erjoy'd, with mine, to find fo great a name : xo' 
For ftill with eyes averfe the right I view. 
But with a ready will the wrong pxnfue» 

Now^ 



Ì7i ORLANDO FURIOSO. B. IX; 

Now, cloth'd in fablc arms, his coùrfe he tooky 
Without remorfe his deareft friends forfook, , 
And faw the troops òf Africa and Spain 15 

Encamped iinnumbe¥*d o'ef the fpaciòu^ plain : 
In fhelters from the ftorm difpers'd they lay; 
Some diftant far, and fome ^ nearer way • 
Deep funk iri flecp was every weary band, 
Thcfc ftretch'd on earth, thofe leaning on the hand. 20 
Then might the earl have flain à numerous crew. 
Nor yet his Durindana once he drew. 

Ver. 17. Injhthin from the fiomt'^^ See General View of 
BoYARDo's Story. 

Ver. 12. -7Ì>w/«&«^ — ] Durindana, or Durlindana, the 
name of Orlando's fword, fo cafled in Pulci and Boyardo ; tbis 
fword was made by enchantment^ and would penetrate every 
kind of armour* See Note to Book I. ver. 202. 

" Durinda is the name of Roland's fword in Turpin's ro- 
mance, which Ariofto and Boyardo copy fo faithfully. As a 
ipecimen oi that hiflorian's flyle and manner, I' fhafl preferit 
the reader with Roland's folilóquy addreflèd to this fword^ 
when he was mortally woxmded by a Saracen giant. . " O ! 
*' enfis piilcherrime ! fed femper ìucidiilime, capulo eburneo 
" candidiffime, cfude àurea ^lendiffiftie, fifpef fiele deaurate^ 
^ porno beryllino deaurate^ magno nomine * Dei infculpt^ 
•* acumine legitime, virtute omni praedite, quis amplius virtute 
« tua utetuf? C2ui^ &c/' Turt)im Hift. "de Gefiis Caroli 
Mag« cap. sodi.. - -^ - WAI^T0^i'^Qbfei^^. on-Spenfer. • 

Too 
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Too noble was Orlando's foul.> to fliow 
Inglorious hatred on a flumbering foe ! 

Through every part he fought the royal maid, 25 
While thofe, he waking found, he gently pray'd 
(Her form defcribing and her garb) to tell. 
What chance the virgin, whom h^e lov'd, befel. 
The next returning morn the knight again 
Explored the camp of Agramant in vain : 30 

Where in th' Arabian drefs, from all conceard. 
And in the language of the country- fkiird, 
Three days he rov'd fecure from place to place. 
And feem'd a native of the Moorifh race. 
Through towns,and cities next his courfe he bends, 35 
Where'er proud France her ample reahìì extends ; 
Througlt Britanny, Provence, the Gafcon'^ reign. 
From fruitful Picardy to diftant Spain* 

What time November ftripa the flowery field. 
And bids the earth her verd:^nt covering yield 40 
To hoary froft ; when trees diflionour'd ftand. 
And birds in clufters feck a foreign land ; 
His friends he left ; nor yet his labours ceased 
With v/intry (kies; nor fpri'ng his cares relcas'd* 
While thus the knight his eager fearch purfii'd, 4^ 
He came one day^to v;herc a ftrcam lie view'd 

Vol. 1, T Thmt 
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That flowly to the feas was wont to glide^ 

And Britanny from Normandy divide. 

But now the waters, fwell'd with heavy rains 

And melted fnows, had delug'd all the plains ; 50 

And loudly foaming, with refiftlefs force. 

Had borne the bridge before them in their courfe. 

Orlando, paufing here, awhile explored 
Each neighbouring part to crofs th' oppofing ford : 
As thus he lingered, 'midft the flood appeared 55 
A flender bark, whofe helm a damfel ftcer*d : 
The Paladin befought her from the land 
To give him paffage to the further ftrand. 

This bark (Ihe anfwer'd) ne'er receives a knight 
Unlefs he firft his facred promife plight, 60 

At my requeft, the nobleft. war to wage. 
That ever can a champion's arms engage. 
If here, fir knight, you feek the further fhore^ 
Firft give your faith that, ere this month is o'er. 
You to th' Hibernian monarch will unite 65 

Your force, who now affembles all his might 
The fatal ifle Ebuda to confound. 
The moft inhuman which the feas furround. 
Know that afar, 'midft many a neighbouring ifle. 
Ebuda lies beyond jthje Irifli foil i 70 

That, 
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That, by an ancient law> to foreign lands 
Sends many veflels fiU'd with warlike bands^ 
To feize and bear unhappy dames away, 
Doom'd for a dreadful monfter's living prey : 
Merchants and corfairs to the coaft repair, 75 

And traffic with them for the wretched fair : 
There, on the ftrand, each day a female dies ^ 
Think then what numbers fall a facrifice I 
But if foft pity can your bofom move. 
Or if your foul is not averfe to love, 80 

Confent your name with thofe allies to join. 
Who now for fuch a glorious caufe combine. 

Scarce had fhe ended, when th' impatient knight , 
Vow'd to be foremoft in fo juft a fight ; 
As one whofe foul detefted cruel deeds : 85 

And foon a new alarni his fancy breeds ; 
He fears, left, thither by ill fate betray*d> 
That ifland crew had feiz'd the lovely maid 
Whom late he fought j and now his anxious mind 
Refolves with fpeed the cruel realm to find* 90 
Then, ere the fun defcended to the deep. 
He reach'd Saint Malo, and procured a fliip* 
The bellying canvas catch'd the driving blaft. 
And in the night Saint Michael's mount they paft t 

T 2 Brcco 
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Brcco and Landriglier behind they leave, 95 

And now by Britanny the billows cleave ; 
Then fteer diredtly tow'rd the chalky fhore. 
Whence England once the name of Albion bore. 
But foon the fouthern breeze begins to fail, 
And adverfe winds from weft and north prevail : 100 
The fails are furl'd to Ihun the furious force, , 
That drives the vcffel from its deftin'd courfe. 
Four days in vain they plough the foamy fea. 
In one they meafure back their former way ; 
While from the land the careful pilot fteers, 105 
Where fecret fhelves and dangerous rocks he fears. 
At length the wind, that o'er the fiormy main 
Four days had driv'n them, changed its courfe again ;: 
And let the Ihatter'd bark fecurely ride 
Where Antwerp's river feeks the briny tide. no 

Spon as the crew, relieved from care and toil. 
Had fafely anchored on the friendly foil. 
Lo ! from the right, before them, came ixi view 
An ancient fire, with locks of filver hue ; 
Who, firft to each his courteous greeting paid, 1 15 
Befpoke Orlando whom he decm'd their head; 
And, in his miftrefs' name, befought the knight 
To glad her forrows with his welcome fight i 

8 Who 
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Who not alone the prize of beauty held. 

But all her kind in virtuous gifts excell'd ; 120 

Or/ if he rather chofe awhile to ftay, 

Herfelf would to his vcflel take her way : 

For never warrior yet, by tempefts toft. 

Or led by land to that unhappy coaft, 

Refus'd to hear the dame her tale relate,, 125 

And give her counfelin her woeful ftate. 

The gallant chief, whofe pitying aid to gain 
Misfortune never fu'd, and fu'd in vain, 
Confents to quit the veffel, and purfue 
The fage's fteps, till near a pile they drew 130 

Of ftately frame, but fiird with mournful gloom. 
Where funeral *black was hung in every room. 
Orlando here beheld a damfel fair, 
Whofe looks and gefture fpoke her deep defpair : 
With gentle welcome flie received the knight. 135 
Then thus began her forfows to recite. 

Know firft, my lord, the haplefs wretch you view 
From Holland's earl her birth difaftrous drew : 
Two brothers did with me the bleffing prove. 
Which children find in fond paternal love. 140 
While thus domeftic peace each hour endeared. 
The duke of Zealand at our court appeared -, 

T 3 Who 
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Who went a war againft the Moors to wage. 

In flower of beauty and in blooming age : 

His perfon pleas'd, but more his paflion gain'd, 145 

And foon my cafy heart in fetters chain'd. 

While adverfe winds forbade his purpos'd way. 

Our mutual love beguil'd his lingering ftay : 

The time an age to his impatient crew. 

With me, alas ! how fwift the moments flew ! 150 

And oft we vows exchang'd to join our hands. 

At his return, in folemn nuptial bands. 

Scarce from our country was Bireno gone, 
(The name by which my faithful love was known) 
When Friza's king, who loiig with artful mind 155^ 
To wed me to his only fon defign'd, 
Arbantes nam'd, difpatch'd a courtly train 
My hand in marriage of my fire to gain : 
But I, who ne'er could change my confl:ant love. 
Or fo ungrateful to Bireno prove, 160 

Soon with my father all my power apply*d 
To fet this fatal embafly afide ; 
And faid, I rather far would yield my life. 
Than le'er in Friza's realnis be made a wife. 
My loving fire, who all I afk'd approved, 165 

Who ne'er would view niy breaft with forrow mov'd, 

Tq 
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To make me from my tears and plaints defift> 
"Without confcnt th* embaffadors difmifs*d. 
At this with rage the king of Friza burn*d. 
And all his haughty foul to vengeance turn'd. 17Q 
Our lands he entered, and with carnage fiU'd, 
In which, alas ! my kindred all were kiii'd. 
Befides his mighty ftrength in arms beheld. 
That few his vigour, in our age, excelled ; 
He weapons us'd, to former times unknown, 175 
And, in the prefent, us*d by him alone. 
An iron tube he bore, whofe womb inclos'd 
A ball and nitrous grain, with art compos'd. 
Now to a vent, fcarce obvious to the fight. 
Behind the barrel he direfts a light : i8o 

A furgeon thus the lancet's point applies : 
The fatal bullet from the concave flies. 
With lightning flalhes and with thunder's found, ' 
And fcatters <Ìeath and defolation round. 
' With this device our bands he twice overthrew 185 
In open field, and both my brethren flew. 
The elder firft: was doom'd the flxoke to feel. 
His heart tranfpierc'd through plates of joirtted flreel : 
In vain the fecond ft:rove from fate to fly ; 
He, like his brother, was condemned to die. 190 

T 4 Sent 
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Sent from afar, the ball its force imprefs'd 
Full at his back and ilTu'd at his bread:. 
One Only caftle to my fire remain'd. 
Each other part the cfuel king had gain'd. 
This while he fought to guard with fruitlefs qarc, 195 
He fell the laft fad viétlm of the war. 
The traitor mark'd him as he walk'd the round. 
And pierc'd his forehead with a mortal wound. 
My fire and brethren llaughter'd, I remain'd 
The haplcfs heirefs of my father^s land. 200 

The king of Friza, who defir'd to gain 
A lafting footing in his new domain, 
On friendly terms proposed the war to ceafe,^ 
i^nd grant to mc and mine a lafting peace. 
Would I confent to what I late dcny'd, . '204| 

And yield to be his* fon Arbantes' bride. 
But this I ftill refus'd — my fteadfaft mind 
Detefted juftly him and all his kind. 
By him my fire and brethren's death I mourn'd, 
My country wafted, and my cities burn'd. eio 

Still was I fix'd to fliun the marriage bed. 
Till he returned wli,om I had fworn to wed. 
To ftiake my ftern rcfolves my people try. 
And every art of prayers and threats employ : 

When 
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When all their prayers and threats they found in vain. 
But faw me ftill my piirpofe firm maintain^ 216 
The terms with him agreed, themfeltres to fave. 
Me and the fort into his hands they gave. 

The king receiy'd me mildly, and aflur'd 
My life and lands alike Ihould reft fecur'd, 220 
Would I my ftubborn purpofe yet forfakc. 
And, for my fpoufe, his fon Afbantes take. 
Thus cruelly bcfet on every fide, 
I gladly would, t' efcape his power, have died : 
Yet unrev^ngM to die, had griev'd mc more 225 
Than all the fufiirrings I endur'd before : 
But finding, when I every thought had weigh'd, 
DiiTembling could alone my purpofe aid ; 
To afk forgivencfs for the paft I feign'd. 
And gave confent to take Arbantes' hand. 230 

Two brethren in my father^s court were bred 
Of Joyal heart and of inventive head : 
To thefe my thoughts difclos'd, they vow*d to join 
Their mutual aid to fecond my defign. 
One, to fecure my flight, a Ihip retained 5 235 

One, near my perfon, at the court remained. 

While ftrangers now and natives all were led 
T' attend the nuptial rites, a rumour fpread 

That, 
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That, in Bifcaia rais'd> a n^val power 

Bireno bpoiight t' invade the Holland fliorc : 040 

For when in lutklefs fight our army fail'd, . 

In which I firft a brother's death bewail'd. 

With fpeed I fcnt to lit my lover know 

The fatal inroad of our barbarous foe. 

Meanwhile the ruthlcfs king his<:ourfe purfu'd, 245 

Till all our realm his conquering arms fubdu'd. 

Bireno now, who heard not all was loft,. 

Had loos'd his veflcls from Bifcaia's coàft : 

Thefe tidings to the king of Friza known. 

He left th' approaching nuptials to his fon ; 2^0 

And failing with his fleet, engag'd the duke. 

His Ihips deftroy'd, and him a prifoner took. 

Now had the youth my hand received, and led 
At night impatient to the nuptial bed. 
Soon as my faithful friend, who ftood befide 255 
Concealed, the bridegroom drawing near efpy'd. 
Behind him with an axe fo fierce he ftruck. 
That life and fpeech at once the wretch forfook : 
As finks the flaughter'd ox befmear*d with gore. 
So fell Arbantes, born in lucklefs hour ! a6o 

Spite of Cymofco, doom'd his end to find, 
3o call the king, the bafeft of mankind ! 

4 By 
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By whom my fire and brethren found their fate. 
Who now, t' enfure poffeffion of my ftatc, 
Efpous'd me to his fon ^«- fbmc future day a6$ 
To take perhaps my wretched life away. 

My choiceft treafures then fccur'd, I flew 
The hated place, and with my guide withdrew, 
Whofe trufty care my hafty fteps conveyed 
To where his brother with the veffel ftay*d. 27a 
We court the winds, our oars divide the main. 
Till Heaven decrees us fafe this land to gain. 
*Twere hard to tell which bore a greater part. 
Or grief, or rage, in fell Cymofco's heart ; 
Grief for his haplefs fon deprived of breath, 275 
Or rage againft the author of his death. 
He, with his joyful fleet, the land regained. 
Elate with conqueft, and Bireno chain'd. 
He came prepared a nuptial feaft to ftiare. 
And view'd his triumph chang'd to black defpair. 
Nor day, nor night, he found a moment's reft, a8i 
Revenge and forrow rankling in his breafl: : 
But fince the dead regard not all our grief. 
And hate from vengeance only finds relief. 
He murdered thofe that friends to me were held; 285 
Their wealth he fciz'd 4 or from the realm expell'd 

The 
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The haplefs train : a thoufand fchemes engage 
His cruel thoughts on me to fate his rage. 
Thp tyrant doubtlefs had Bireno flain. 
The grcateft woe he knew I could fuftain ; 290 
But, while he fpar*d his life, he furely thought 
He held a net by which I might be caught. 
Before the youth he fets thefe terms fevere : 
His fate he refpites for a fingle year. 
But death denounces then, with lingering pain, 295 
Unlefs he firft, by fraud or force, attain. 
By any means> my perfon to fecurc. 
And, facrificing mine, his life enfurc. 
Whate'cr I could, except myfclf, I gave j 
Each art^l try'd his deareft life to fave. 305 

Six caftles have I fince in Flanders fold. 
And part employ'd in fecret fums of gold 
To bribe his guards j and part employ'd t' excite 
, German and Englifh powers to do me right. 
Whether my envoys us*d their charge but ill, 305 
Or wanted means their purpofe to fulfil, 
Inftead of fuccour, words I found alone. 
Till with my riches all my hopes were flown. 
And now the fatal time is nearly clos'd. 
The period to Bireno's life proposed. 310 

When 
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When force or gold will come too late to fave 

My plighted confort from th* untimely grave» 

For him my all, is loft ! — and nought remains 

But how to yield thefe hands to cruel chains I 

Yet, ah! could this redeem the youth I love, 315 

My bofom dares the ftern condition prove ! 

But when th' ufurper has my perfon gain'd. 

When I have all his vengeful wrath fuftain'd, 

I fear he ne'er will fet Bireno free. 

To owe his freedom and his life to me j jao 

That all I feel of flow-confuming pain 

Unbleft Bireno muft endure again. 

For this to you my fortune I unfold. 

And thus with many a warrior counfel hold. 

In hopes that fomè their fuccour mayengagt, 2"^^ 

That when I'm yielded to the tyrant's rage. 

He may not ftill in bonds my love detain. 

Or, when I'm dead, command him to be flain» 

But to this hour I ne'er have found a knight 

Who durft the facred faith of knighthood plight, 33a 

To guard me from the king Cymofco's power. 

Should he rcfufe Bireno to reftore. 

So much his fatal arms their courage quell*d, 

Whofe force no temper'd cuirafs e'er repell'd. 

Now, 
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Now, if your valour not unlike is feen 23$ 

To your fierce femblance and Herculean mien i 

Vouchfafe with me to feek the Holland ftrand. 

And there refign me to his hated hand : 

$o ihall I firmly on your aid rely. 

That, though I fall, my lover will not die. 340 

The damfel here her n[V>urnful ftory clos'd. 
While oft her fighs and tears were interposed. 
Orlando then no time in fpeech afibrds. 
As one by nature little us*d to words -, 
But inftant vows, by generous pity fir*d, 345 

To grant that aid her haplefs ftate required : 
Nor means (he Ihall, to fave Bireno, go 
A willing prifoner to her cruel foe -, 
But thinks them both to {afcty to rettore. 
If ftill his fword retain its wonted power. 350 

Ver. 341. — — her mournful Jiory ck$^dy'\ A French ftory 
on this fubjeft was publiihed in 1584, called Olympic; 
and another in 1605, called, Les Amours d'Olympic et de 
Sirene* 

Ver. 344. — — little us'd to words ; ] Orlando is painted 
in the fame manner in the Innamorato, ever ready to fuccour 
ths diftreflèd, but fparing of profcffions. 

Now 
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Now tów'rds the port they bend their eager way. 
The profperous winds their veffel fwift convey : 
Orlando haften'd^ whofe impatient minti 
To feek Ebuda's ifland had defign'd. 
Now here, now there, the pilot fhifts the Ikils, 355 
And cuts the deep before the driving gaks. 
The ifles of Zealand foon appcar'd in view. 
Some funk behind, as others nearer drew. 
The third aufpicious morn the coaft they gain'd; 
The champion landed, but the dame remained : 360 
Orlando willed her, ere fhe trod the fhore. 
To hear her foe Cymofco was no more. 
Himfelf defcends the deck with ready fpeed. 
And fheath'd in armour, mounts a dappled fteed. 
In Flanders nourifli'd, and of Danifli race, - 365 
More ftrong and bold than aftive in the chace : 
For when to crofs the ftream the bark he took. 
In Britanny his courfer he.forfook. 
The gallant Brigliadoro, who for fame 
Alone was equalled by Bayardo's name. 370 

Orlando foon the guarded fortrefs view'd. 
Where ready arm'd the hoftile fquadron ftood 
T' oppofe invading force : for fame declared, 
A kinfman to th' imprifon'd lord prepared. 

From 
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Ffom Zcabmd^ with a fleet and numerous koll^ 375 
To make m b#ld incurfion on the coaft. - 

Orlando^ fearlefs, one of thefe required 
To tell the king^ a wandering knight defir'd 
With fwoid or pointed fpear to prove his might. 
On thefc conditions to commence the fight : 38<» 
The king, if he the challenger overthrew. 
Should have the Udy that Arbantes flew : 
But on the other part the king fiwuld fwear. 
That if hioifelf were vanquifli'd in the war. 
He would Bireno from his chains releafe> 385 

And give the youth to leave the realm in peace. 

The foldier fwift the bold defiance bore : 
But he, who ne'er was trained to virtuous lore, 
Whofe churlifli foul no courteous deeds could bind. 
To fraudful arts apply'd his treacherous mind, 39a 
In hopes, if firfl: his arms the knight detain, 
The hated damfel in his power to gain. 

Now from the gate he fends a phofen force. 
That wheeling round the plain with filent courfe. 
Cut ofi^ the foe's retreat; while vai.niy there 595 
Orlando waitSi to wage an equal war. 
The king deludes him fl:ill with fraudful lyea. 
Till he the foot and cavalry efpics 

Ranged 
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Rang'd at the deftìn^d place j and then ih vietila' 
Himfclf with others frbiri thè ptrftàl JfeW. 400 
As crafty fiihers in Volaila's tide 
Surround thè fifii With nets* on every fide ; 
Tlhis all his guile to feizè alìtc the Rnighr, 
With caiic providing to prevent his flight, 
Cymòfco proves; and thinks the deed to find 405 
So certain^ that he leaves his tube behind : 
Nor would he liòW thofé thundering arms empilory. 
When hew he niéàht t' irripfiforii hot deftroy. 
So cautious fóWlei-^, bent on gréatfef gain, 
Prefcrve the birds thbt fiHl their arts detàiit, 410 
Whofe {póttivt plàjr à«a fófìgfr rtia;p liire from fa* 
Their thoùghtlefs félìows tò the fatai fnare. 
But little heré hisf tre'acheifdtii» fchettìei aViiil'd 5 
Againfl: Orlando every treafori fail'd. 

The fcnight of Anglant now hai couched his fpéalr. 
Where clofelf prfcft'd the men and arms appear : 416 
Firfl: one, and then another, helplefs dies 5 * 
Through fik it once the lance impetuous flies^ 
Aad in the fevchth infli^s fo deep a wound. 
That prone he tunibks lifdefs to rfie ground. 420 

Vcn 401. — — Volano^ s tide] Volana, a town fituated on 
the Po, near Frimaio and Volano, two brànclKfé of th^t 
riVtfr. See note to B. iii. ver. 295. 

Vol. I. U Thus 
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Thus by fomc ftanding pool or marihy place 
We fee an archer flay the croaking race 
With pointed arrow, nor the flaughter leave 
Till the full weapon can no more receive. 

Orlando now his broken (pear forfakcs, ^ . 425 
Grafp'd in his hand his fatal /word he takes. : 
That fword, which never yet in vain he drew -, . 
When'er it fell> a foot or horfeman flew : ,- 

At every blow he aims, the ftreaming blood 
Stains their gay armoiir with a crimfon flood. 430 
Cymofco wiflies now his tube and fire. 
Where prefcnt dangers mofl: their aid require ; 
He bids them fl:raight be brought, but bids in vain ; 
Who once a flielter in the walls can gain. 
Returns no more : when thus their fears he viewed, , 
The king, with equal fear, their fl:eps purfu'd : 436 
Swift through the gate he bent his eager flight, 
^nd Dade the bridge be rais'd t' oppofc the knight ; 
•But, clofe behind, the knight with equal hafl:e 
Had gain'd the bridge and thro' the portal pafs'd. 
Firfl: of the troops the king impels his fpeed, 441 
JBleft in th' excelling fwiftnefs of his Heed. 
Orlando heeded not th' ignoble crowd, 
.His vengeance only on the traitor vow'd -, 

But 



B. IX. ORLANDO FURIÓSO. agi 

But now the chace his horfe fo flowly plies, 445 
One fcarcely feems to move, while t* other flies* 
Cymofco now is banifh'd from the view. 
Yet foon, with diflFerent arms, returns anew ; 
With dreaded engine to refume the fight. 
And lies in fecret ambulh for the knight. . 45(1 
The huntfman thus with dogs and fylv»n war 
Expefts the boar defcending from afar, 
Whofe rage upturns the foil, the trees deftroys. 
While all the wood jcebellows to the noife ! 

Soon as the king the warrior near efpies, 45^ 
He fires the tube and fwift the bullet flies : 
At once the lightning flalhes, {hakes the ground. 
The trembling bulwarks echo to the found. 
The peft, that never fpends in vain its force. 
But fhatters all that dares oppofe its courfe, 460 
Whizzing impetuous flies along the wind. 
Yet mifs'd the fatal mark the wretch defign*d : 
Whether his eagernefs or hafte confpir*d 
To make him fail where he fo much defir'd 1 
Or whether, inly prefs'd with panic feàr, 4$ 5 

His trembling heart had caus'd his hand to err ^' 
Or whether Heaven's high will might fo ordain. 
That his lov'd champion (hould not thus bt flain i 

U 2 Beneath 
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Benéath thè knight the ball refiftlefs ftew. 
And, through the belly pierc'd, the couf fcr flcvtr. 47^ 
Both horfe and horfenfian fell vOith clalhing fotind i 
One prcfs'd, the other fcarcely^ touched the ground : 
As once Antaèus, on the Lybìan ftrdrid. 
More fierce recóver'd when he reach'd thè fànd: 
So fcem'd tó rife again with added nfright, 47 j 

Soon as he felt the earth, the Chriftian knight. 
Whoe'er has fcen the i^inged lightning fly. 
By Jove in thunder braindifh'd from the fky, 
And penetrate fomc fecret cavern ftbr'd 
With nitrous powder and a fulphiirous hoard, 4^0 
At once inflam'd, with vaft explofion driven, 
The ruin feems to nmingle earth and heaven ; 
The bui-Aing fires the walls and buildings rend, 
And to the ftars the fhatter'd ftones afcend ! 
Refiftlefs thus th' indignant chief appear'd/ 485 
When frorifi the plain his mighty limbs he réàr*d ; 
And with fuch rage to inftant vengeance fleW, 
That Mars had trembled at the dreadful viéwi 
'the Frizcland monarch, ftruck with pale aflTright,- 
WheeJ*d round his horfc to urge his eager flight : 
With rapid fpeed his fe^t Orlando plies ; 451 

Lefs fwift an arrow from the bowftring flies ! 

And 
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And where before his tardy c;ourfer fail'd, 
(Wondrous to fee !) his lighter feet prevaird. 
.Full foon th' in)pa,tient knight o'ertook the fpe, 495 
Then at his helmet aim'd a deadly blow : 

Dec^ 

Ver. 494. rr-r- ffis UgbUr feet privaiVd.^ A? bpW ^ ^Ws 
hyperbole may appear in Ariofto, inftances may be found 
equally ftrong ip the poets. Aruns, in Virgil, terrified at 
the flaughter made by Camilla in the Trojan army, in order 
Xq efcape, craftily urges her to alight froip.h^r horfe to en- 
gage him pn foot : Arups then claps fpur^ to bis horfe, and 
flies with aU fpeed from the battle j but the virgin, though 
on foot, foon outftrips him, and kills him in the fame man- 
ner as is here related of Orlando and Cymofco : 

He, like a true Ligurian, born to cheat, 
(At Icaft wh|le fortune, favoured his deceit) 
Cries out aloud — What courage have you Ihown, 
Who.truft your courfer's ftrength, and not your ov^n ? 
Forego the vantage of your horfe, alight, 
And then on equal terms begin the fight : 
Itiihall be feep, veeak woman, what you can, 
When foot. to foot you con^bat with a man. 
He faid : .ibe glows with anger and difdain, 
Difmounts with. fpeed to dare hiip on the plain, 
And leaves her, horfe at large among her train ; 
With her ^ra^rn fword defies.him to the field, 
• And marching lifts aloft Jher maiden fhield : 
Tbe yputb, ..who thought his cunning did fucceéd^ 
Kefixs X9mà bis b^rfe, and urges all his fpeed, 

-y 3 Adds 
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Deep in his head the fword a paflage found, 
And fent the body lifelefs to the ground. 

Within the city now was heard afar 
A different clamour and alarm of war : 500 

fiireno's kinfman, who had gain'd the coaft. 
And found the guards defcrted from their poft. 
The portal enter'd-with his eager bandai 
.And fcour'd the city round on every hand : 
While none attempt his purpofe to moleft, 505 
Such dread Orlando on their minds imprefs'd : 
J^^or lefs the Holland troops cqnfefs their fear, 
Unconfcious whence or why thefe foes appear : • 
But when thjcy noted, by their fpeech and drefs, 
Thefe came from Zealand's ifle, they fu'd for peace; 

Adds the remembrance of the fpur, and hides 
The goring rowels in his bleeding fides. 
Vain fool, and coward ! (faid the lofty maid) 
Caught in the train which thou thyfelf haft laid : 
On others prafiife thy Ligurian arts : 
Thin ftratagems and tricks of little hearts 
y\re loft on me ; nor {halt thou fafe retire 
With vaunting lyes to thy fallacious fire. 
At this, fo faft her flying feet ihe fped. 
That foon ihe ftrain'd beyond his horfe's head | 
Then, turning ihort, at once (he feiz'd the rein^ 
Ai^d laid the boafter grov'lling on th^e plain. 

PrYDEn ^n. B. xi. ver. 1039I, 

An4 
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And profFer'd to the chief their willing aid 511 
'Gainft thofe who had their lord in prifon laid. 
This people ever to the Frizeland power. 
And to their king, a fettled hatred bore ; 
Urg'd by his avarice, cruelty, and pride, 515 

By whoni their lov'd, their haplefs fovereign died. 

Orlando, friend to cither, interposed ; 
And foon in lading peace the parties clos'd ; 
Thus join'd, they then their cooinmon foes purfuc. 
And all of Friza prifonefs made or flew. 520 

The prifon gates they from their hinges broke. 
And threw to earth : Bireno now forfook 
His dreary cell -, and gave, for life reftor'd, 
His grateful praifcs to Anglante'§ lord. 
Then, with a numerous train, he fought the ftrand 
Where fair Olympia in the fhip remained : 526 

So was the virgin nam'd, whofc rightful fway 
The Hollan4 realms fhould by defcent obey. 
The people honour her with duteous zeal ; 
What fond endearments pafs*d, were long to tell j 530 
How oft with joy the tender pair carefs'd ; 
Or to the valiant earl their thanks exprefs'd. 
Her fubjedks then, their vow'd allegiance paid. 
To her pj^ternal feat rcftor'd tlje m^id -, 

While 



] 



-96 GRLAND^O FURIOSO. B.JX. 

While (he 'coafign'd to lav'd Bireno's hj^,nd 1^;^$ 

Herfelf,'her people^ and T,ecover'4 U^d • 

He, other thoughts revolving in his Oiind, 

The earldom to his coufin's care r^fign'd j 

To Zealand thence he purposed to remove 

With her, the deareft objeft of his love; 540 

To tempt his fortune next in Friza's land, 

For which he held a precious pledge in hand, * 

A daughter to the king deceased, whpm there 

A captive found, he took beneath his care. 

And to. his brother njieant to wed the blooming fair 

The Roman warrior now the place forfook, ^[46 

The day Bireno he. from prifon took : 

But nothing would the champion bear away 

From all the fpoils of that victorious day. 

Save that device, whofe unrefifted force 550 

Refembled thunder in its rapid coqrfe: 

Yet not for his 4efence the gallant knight 

E'er meant t' avail hjm of fuch arms ip fight j 

His generous foul th'.igpoble thought difdain'd. 

To feek the field, with fuch an aid fuftain'd ; 555 

For different purppfe thence t|ie prize he bore, 

fhe powder, balls, and all the deathful flore ; 

Ver. 546. The Roman warrior -^"l Orlando, called by 
Pulci and Boyardo II fenaior Ramano^ il cavalUr Romano: 
the Roman fenator, the Roman knight, 

9 Refo^v*4 



Rcfolv'd tKé nfitirdèring engine to remove. 
Where man might never moi-e its fùi-jr proVe, 

Sobn as hb faw the (hip foirfàké the coafts 560 
When to the fight the kffenrng laiid was Ibft ; 
When nought apptar'd but waves òri every fide j 
He held it in his hand, and thtrs he cry'd : 

That lie'er again a knight by thee may d'area 
Or daftard cowards, by thy help in war, 565 

WitTi vantage bàfe, affault a nobler foe, 
liere lie for ever in th* abyfs below ! 
O curft device ! bafe implement of death ! 
Fram'd in the black Tartarean realms beneath ! 
By Bedzebub's malicioxis art defign'd 570 

To ruin all the race of human-kind ; 

Hence, 

Ver. 568. O curft device / — ] Mr, Mickle obferves 
very well on this paflage, ** Orlando, havin]^ taken the 
firft invented cannon frofai the king of Friza, throM^ it irìtd 
the fea with the moft heroic execrations. Yet the heroes 
of chivalry think it no difgrace to take every advantage 
afforded by invulnerable hides and enchanted armour.'* 
Note to xth Lufiad. 

On this fubje£l fee further note to Book xi. ver. 170. of 
this trànflation. 

Ver. 570- By BeehebuVs malicious art — ] Thus Milton ] 
imputes the invention of artillery to the Devil. 

See Paradise LosT) B. vi. 

It 
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Hence, to thy native feàt ! — He faid^ and gave 
The ponderous engine to the greedy wave. 

Now the* fwift winds the fweUing fails extend 
And to the cruel ifle their courfe they bend. 575 
So burns the. knight impatient to explore 
The fatal prifons of Ebuda's fhore. 
For her, whofe charnns above the world he prized, * 
For whom he every joy of life dcfpis'd ! 
He fears to touch Hibernia in his way, 580 

Left fome adventure fhould prolong his ftay : 
Nor England then, nor Ireland's coaft he makes. 
Nor any refpite in his voyage takes. 
But let him go, with Love his blindfold guide, 
Whofe arrows in his bleeding heart are dy'd. 585 
Of him no further here the mufe proceeds; 
But now our fteps again to Holland leads : 
For 'twould difpleafe us to be abfent thence. 
When feftive mirth and fport their joys-^difpenfe* . 

Though the bright pomp that riches can difplay 
Was us'd to celebrate the nuptial day, 591 

It is very extraordinary that Mr. Addifon, in his ob* 
fervations on Paradife Loft, fhould take no notice, that 
Milton apparently took the hint of his artillery among the 
devils from Ariofto ; but the truth I believe is^ that Italian 
literature was then little attended to* 

With 
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With more magnificence the Zealand race 
PreparM the union of their lord to grace. 
Yet all in vain fuch thoughts their mind employ ; 
A fudden change muft damp each promised joy ! ^95 
Which in th* enfuing book fhall next appear; 
If you th' enfuing book vouchfafe to hear. 
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END OF VOL. I. 
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